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TRANSCRIPT OF QUESTION AND
ANSWER BY SCALIA ON TV
IN THE SUPREME COURT

QUESTION: (Fram Sen. Stram Thurmond)

This year, the Senate began televising its proceedings. That leaves the federal
courts as the only branch of government that the American people cannot see at work.
Chief Justice Burger has adamantly opposed television and radio coverage of

the oral arguments before the Court. Justice Rehnquist indicated last week that he

was in favor of TV if it could be introduced in an uncbtrusive way. What are your

views?

Written answer fram Judge Scalia (August 8)

If confirmed, I would of course want to consult my colleagues on this matter but

would be inclined to agree with Justice Rehnquist. As Chairman of the Administrative

Conference, I recammended the televising of important open agency proceedings to the

extent there was an audience for them. (ACUS Recommendation 72-1)
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U.S. Department of Justice

Office of Legislative and Intergovernmental Affairs

Office of the Assistant Attorney General Washington, D.C. 20530

AUGS 1985

Honorable Strom Thurmond
Chairman

Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Thurmond:

Attached please find Judge Scalia's responses to Senator
Mathias' question for the record.

Sincerely,

A el

John R. Bolton
Assistant Attorney General

cCs. Senator Mathiasy/'

The question has been retyped for the convenience of the
Committee.

Question : \\

This year, the Senate began televising its proceedings.
That leaves the federal courts as the only branch of government

that the American people cannot see at work. Chief Justice

Eimgerhas adamantly opposed television and radio coverage of the

oral arguments before the Court. Justice Rehnquist indicated

ast week that he was in favor of TV if it could be introduced in
n unobtrusive way. What are your views?

Answer

If confirmed, I would of course want to consult my
colleagues on this matter but would be inclined to agree with
Justice Rehnquist. As Chairman of the Administrative Conference,

I recommended the televising of important open agency proceedings

to the extent there was an audience for them. ACUS
Recommendation 72-1.
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