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C-SPAN PLANS MOVE TO GALAXY III
Cable Cooperative to Join Weather Channel, Viacom Services
in Forming New Cable Satellite

WASHINGTON, D.C., February 25 -- C-SPAN announced today that it has signed
an agreement in principle to secure two transponders on Hughes
Communications' Galaxy III satellite. These transponders will provide

long-term, protected homes for C-SPAN and C-SPAN II.

C-SPAN will be joining other cable programmers in the move to Galaxy

III, notably The Weather Channel and the Viacom Networks Group -- MTV,
VH-1, Nickelodeon, Nick at Nite and Viewer's Choice 1 and 2.

Brian Lamb, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of C-SPAN, made
the announcement, citing the short and long-term benefits of this decision.
He added that it has the full approval of the C-SPAN Executive Committee,
which met in Arizona this week.

"Galaxy III offers us quality, stability, and a good neighborhood.
It's a good move for C-SPAN's future," Mr. Lamb said. "In fact, there is
something in this decision for everyone, most importantly the cable
operator."

C-SPAN executives see the move as critical for the growth and
development of C-SPAN II, which has been leasing temporary transponder
space on Satcom IV since shortly after the channel's inception.

(more)
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GALAXY III/C-SPAN ADD ONE

C—SPAN will lease two fully protected transponders on Galaxy III, a
bird which has an estimated life of eight additional years. Protection is
a key factor for C-SPAN: the C-SPAN Il channel was preempted last July 27
after a technical malfunction of its satellite and the original C-SPAN
channel is currently transmitted on a preemptible transponder on Galaxy I.

The Galaxy III deal not only ensures intra-satellite protection for
its transponders, but offers an inter-satellite backup on Hughes' Galaxy II
bird. C-SPAN executives are also pleased with the technical quality of
Galaxy III. At 93.5 degrees west longitude, G-III has an excellent
footprint over all 50 states.

C—SPAN President and COO Paul FitzPatrick is confident that Galaxy IILI
will prove itself attractive to the cable industry. "The Viacom services,

The Weather Channel and our two C-SPAN channels make a solid initial

program line-up for Galaxy III," FitzPatrick said. He also cited Hughes

agreement to once again furnish high quality satellite equipment to cable
systems, which guarantees a smooth transition to affiliates.

No date has been set for the move of C-SPAN's two services. Mr.
FitzPatrick said a date would be selected that ensures constancy of service
to the 26 million cable television homes receiving C-SPAN and the 7/ million

homes currently able to receive C-SPAN II.
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Additional Contacts:
VIACOM NETWORKS GROUP HUGHES COMMUNICATIONS
Susan Binford Penelope Longbottom
Senior Vice President Mgr., Adv. & Public Affairs
Press and Public Affairs, MTVN (213) 607-4193
and/or
Barry Kluger THE WEATHER CHANNEL
Vice President John Wynne
Press and Public Affairs, MTVN President
(212) 713-6452 (804) 446-2007
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Cable Cooperative to Join Weather Channel, Viacom Services
in Forming New Cable Satellite

WASHINGTON, D.C., February 25 -- C-SPAN announced today that it has signed

an agreement in principle to secure two transponders on Hughes
Communications' Galaxy III satellite. These transponders will proviée
long-term, protected homes for C-SPAN and C-SPAN II.

C-SPAN will be joining other cable programmers in the move to Galaxy
III, notably The Weather Channel and the Viacom Networks Group -- MIV,
VH-1, Nickelodeon, Nick at Nite and Viewer's Choice 1 and 2.

Brian Lamb, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of C-SPAN, made
the announcement, citing the short and long-term benefits of this decision.
He added that it has the full approval of the C-SPAN Executive Committee,
which met in Arizona this week.

"Galaxy III offers us quality, stability, and a good neighborhood.
It's a good move for C-SPAN's future," Mr. Lamb said. "In fact, there is
something in this decision for everyone, most importantly the éable
operator.”

C-SPAN executives see the move as critical for the growth and
development of C-SPAN II, which has been leasing temporary transponder
space on Satcom IV since shortly after the channel's inception.
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GALAXY III/C-SPAN ADD ONE

C-SPAN will lease two fully protected transponders on Galaxy 111, a
bird which has an estimated life 'of eight additional years. Protection is
a key factor for C-SPAN: the C-SPAN II channel was preempted last July 27/
after a technical malfunction of its satellite and the original C-SPAN
channel is currently transmitted on a preemptible transponder on Galaxy I.

The Galaxy III deal not only ensures intra-satellite protection for

its transponders, but offers an inter-satellite backup on Hughes' Galaxy II
bird. C-SPAN executives are also pleased with the technical quality of

Galaxy I1II. At 93.5Idegrees west longitude, G-III has an excellent

footprint over all 50 states.

C-SPAN President and COO Paul FitzPatrick is confident that Galaxy III
will prove itself attractive to the cable industry. '"The Viacom services,
The Weather Channel and our two C-SPAN channels make a solid initial
program line-up for Galaxy I1I1I," FitzPatrick said. He also cited Hughes
agreement to once again furnish high quality satellite equipment to cable

systems, which guarantees a smooth transition to affiliates.

No date has been set for the move of C-SPAN's two services. Mr.
FitzPatrick said a date would be selected that ensures constancy of service

to the 26 million cable television homes receiving C-SPAN and the 7 million

homes currently able to receive C-SPAN II.
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C-SPAN PLANS MOVE TO GALAXY III
Cable Cooperative to Join Weather Channel, Viacom Services
in Forming New Cable Satellite

WASHINGTON, D.C., February 25 -- C-SPAN announced today that it has signed

an agreement in principle to secure two transponders on Hughes
Communications' Galaxy III satellite. These transponders will provide
long-term, protected homes for C-SPAN and C-SPAN II.

C-SPAN will be joining other cable programmers in the move to Galaxy
I1II, notably The Weather Channel and the Viacom Networks Group -- MTV,
VH-1, Nickelodeon, Nick at Nite and Viewer's Choice 1 and 2.

Brian Lamb, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of C-SPAN, made
the announcement, citing the short and long-term benefits of this decision.
He added that it has the full approval of the C-SPAN Executive Committee,
which met in Arizona this week.

"Galaxy III offers us quality, stability, and a good neighborhood.
It's a good move for C-SPAN's future," Mr. Lamb said. "In fact, there is
something in this decision for everyone, most importantly the cable
operator."”

C-SPAN executives see the move as critical for the growth and
development of C-SPAN II, which has been leasing temporary transponder
space on Satcom IV since shortly after the channel's inception.

(more)
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GALAXY III/C-SPAN ADD ONE

C-SPAN will lease two fully protected transponders on Galaxy Lkl a

bird which has an estimated life 'of eight additional years. Protection is

a key factor for C-SPAN: the C-SPAN II channel was preempted last July 27

after a technical malfunction of its satellite and the original C-SPAN

channel is currently transmitted on a preemptible transponder on Galaxy I.

The Galaxy III deal not only ensures intra-satellite protection for

its transponders, but of fers an inter-satellite backup on Hughes' Galaxy II

bird. C-SPAN executives are also pleased with the technical quality of

Galaxy I1L. At 93.5 degrees west longitude, G-III has an excellent

footprint over all 50 states.

C-SPAN President and COO Paul FitzPatrick is confident that Galaxy~Ii

"The Viacom services,

will prove itself attractive to the cable industry.

The Weather Channel and our two C-SPAN channels make a solid initial

program line-up for Galaxy III," FitzPatrick said. He also cited Hughes

agreement to once again furnish high quality satellite equipment to cable

systems, which guarantees a smooth transition to affiliates.
No date has been set for the move of C-SPAN's two services. Mr.
FitzPatrick said a date would be selected that ensures constancy of service

to the 26 million cable television homes receiving C-SPAN and the 7 million

homes currently able to receive C-SPAN II.
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~_SPAN. C-SPAN 11, AND THE WEATHER CHANNEL

o

1C JOIN VIACOM NETWORKS GROUP SERVICES O GALAXY 111

viacom Networks Group today announced it has secureg 10 transpongers
Hughes Commupications' Galaxy III satellites for use by its services
MUSIC TELEVISION, VH-1/VIDEO HITS ONE, NICKELODEON, NICK AT
Viewer's Choice I and I11.

will bde C-Span, C-Span II, and The Heather Channel, who have
agreement in principle 10 secure agditional Galaxy I1il

distribution of their respective services.

In making the announcement, Andrew G. 5etos, Senior Vice Preside
Engineering & Operations, Viacom Networks Group commented: "The strength
of this initial lineup indicates the industry’'s acceptance of the sound
business and operational aspects offered by Hughes Galaxy IIl's C- Band
technology.”

Mr. Setos continued:
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the success of caple
these programming services Rave guaranteed thelr
industry and insured theilr continued sut

marketplace.”




Hughes Communications fFresige Jorn Koehler, 3a‘'d, ‘BLghes :
pieased to expand its role in subfof the cable industry 23n3d is esge-
to work with this consortium drogram supplies on devisoing 7=
launching the next generation of T satelijtes.”

Brian Lamb, Crairman & CEO of (-S{;ommented, "We are very rleased 0
have foung protected and hﬁig term |y for C-Span and C-Span g o M

John O. Wynne, President, Broadciand Video, Landmark Communications
(The Heather Channel) noted: |y particularly exc'ted abcut the
‘neighborhood’ being created on Ga| II1 and I am pleaseg by the suppcre

and ensasragement I have rereived

in general

The Viacom Networks Group, a unit
SHOWTIME and THE MOVIE CHANNEL, ty
television services, as weli &5 |
ONE, NICKELODEON. NICK at NITE. fol
cabie television networks In g
Choice, a two-channel national say%
company’'s home TVRO marketing ouf

the MS0's and the cable industry,

Viacom International Inc., oOperatss
the nation's leading premium pay

MUSIC TELEVISION, VR-1/VIDEC HITS
the country's most popular Dbasic
jon the company operates Viewer
igw service, Satellite Direct, the
a one-third in
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DRAFT PRESS RELEASE
WASHINGTON, D.C., OCTOBER —~- The C-SPAN Cable network
announced today that it has signed lease agreements which will

provide a long-term home for its C-SPAN II channel on Hughes' Galaxy 3

satellite. Network officials immediately began the process of notifying:]

affiliates that Galaxy 3's transponder will begin transmitting the C-

SPAN II signal on January 1, 1987.

The move to Galaxy 3 had the unanimous approval of the C-SPAN
Executive Committee —-- a nine-member panel of top cable executives. That
panel acted on behalf of the network's 39-member Board of Directors, which
collectively represents over two-thirds of the nation's cable television
operating companies.

"For me," said Sammons Communications President James Whitson, who
chairs the C-SPAN Executive Committee, '"the primary concern was cost; cost
to C-SPAN and the resulting costs to our affiliates. Witﬁ Galaxy 3 we got
the best combination of price and quality."

Former Executive Committee Chairman, John P. Frazee, president of the
Centel Corporation, added, "Centel supports this move.. It provides the
network with the long-range stability that will allow C-SPAN II to grow."

It was this combination of economics and the satellite's quality that

made the Galaxy 3 satellite attractive to the C-SPAN Board. Stability is




another important feature of the Galaxy 3 offer -- the satellite has eight
additional years of viability and C-SPAN has leased two fully protected
transponders on it. The second provides a back-up for C-SPAN's main channel
of programming, which is currently transmitted on a highly preemptible
| transponder (#13) on Galaxy 1.

Daniels & Associates Chief Executive Officer, John Saeman , who has
also served as Chairman of the NCTA, explains, "Our decision
was really based on two considerations: cost and coverage. We were able
to get two protected transponders at a great price and this bird has an
excellent footprint over the entire United States.”

John Sie, Vice President of TCI, the nation's largest cable MSO,

agrees, "I'm very supportive of Galaxy 3. We were offered a bird with a

good life span at the lowest possible price. It's provided a real window

of opportunity for C-SPAN II."

Galaxy 3 is a new bird for the cable industry, but C-SPAN executives
are confident it will prove a popular one. Low cost earth stations are
readily available ($2500 installed) and a full complement of cable
programmers have already signed on to use Galaxy 3.

C-SPAN Executive Committee member Gene Schneider, Chairman of United
Cable, currently caries C-SPAN on 100 percent of United's systems. He
said, "We will definitely move to put new earth stations at all of our
systems to be able to receive C-SPAN II from Galaxy 3. United carried the
Senate from its first telecast and we don't want any gaps in that service
to our customers.

Western Communications President Edward Allen, a former chairman of
both C-SPAN and the NCTA, adds, "We are very fortunate that a satellite of
the quality of G-3 was available to us at this critical time. Western will

also put the necessary dishes in our systems to continue the carriage of C-




SPAN II we began in June."

"I supported this proposal,” said Hauser Communications President John
Evans. "Hauser will make the investment to continue carrying C-SPAN II to
each of our systems in Minnesota, Maryland, and Virginia."

C-SPAN initiated the search for a new satellite on July 27, when RCA
Americon notified it that the pre-emptible transponder C-SPAN had been
leasing for four years on Satcom III-R (#19) was being reclaimed as one of
the protected transponders on that bird had malfunctioned and was beyond
repair.

With the assistance of RCA and the Philadelphia-based QVC, Inc., C-

SPAN II found a temporary berth on Satcom IV, transponder 8 and the process



—Z/__,

of securing a permanent satellite for the (fledging] C-SPAN I1's Senate

telecasts began.

Oover the ensuing 10 weeks, C-SPAN's Executive Committee met twice in

Denver (August 19 and September 30) and once in New York City (September 17)

to consider proposals from six satellite companies before deciding on the

Galaxy 3 package.
it

attach list of board members with titles
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