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“An unfiltered view of the Senate in action should not be a
threat to effective national leaders . .. For the first time, large
numbers of Americans will have the opportunity to observe
the Senate debate and make up their own minds about the
issues. Not a bad idea for a representative democracy.”

Kansas City Times
March 6, 1986




Menu
Dinner, May 12, 1986
The Ballroom, The National Press Club
Artichoke Hearts With Dill Sour Cream Sauce
Filet de Veau Vezelay
Macazire Potatoes
Raddicco and Hearts of Palm Salad
Strawberry Meringue Cake

Coffee, Tea, Sanka

The Program

Introductory Remarks
Dinner
Presentation of “Super Citizen” Awards
Introduction of Honored Guests

Unveiling of
1986 C-SPAN Commemorative Poster

Keynote Speaker:
Sen. Robert Byrd (D-WV)
Senate Minority Leader

A Tribute to
John P. Frazee, Jr.
President and Chief Operating Officer
The Centel Corporation




The “Super Citizen” Award

C-SPAN created the ““Super Citizen”” award in 1982 to recognize those
people who have “gone the extra mile” in support of cable’s public
affairs network. Those who have received the award come from
different walks of life, but each in his or her own way has recognized a
value in C-SPAN’s mission and has put forth the energy and
enthusiasm necessary to help continue C-SPAN’s growth. Quite
simply, the award is C-SPAN’s way of saying “Thanks, we couldn’t
have done it without you.”

Past Award Winners

1982
William “Bud” Harris President, “Friends of C-SPAN"
Andrew Inglis RCA Americom

Steve Janger The Close Up Foundation
Margery Krause The Close Up Foundation

1983
Joseph Holmes The White House

1985

Robert P. Reuss The Centel Corporation

JOHN P. FRAZEE, Jr.
President & Chief Operating Officer
The Centel Corporation
Chicago, Illinois

John P. Frazee, Jr.,, 41, has devoted great energy and enthusiasm to
C-SPAN throughout his tenure on the network’s board of directors.
Since joining the board in 1981, Jack has served as Treasurer, Board
Chairman, and Chairman of the Executive Committee. Under his
irrepressible leadership, C-SPAN has evolved into an organization of
truly national scope, acquiring portable satellite capability and going on
the road to televise “Grassroots ‘84"’and “States of the Nation "85.” He
broadened its financial base with the start-up of the C-SPAN Fund and
helped develop a second channel which will televise the proceedings of
the U.S. Senate. He has lent C-SPAN his time, his talent, his company’s
resources, and occasionally its staff: Centel was one of the first cable
MSQO’s to commit to 100 percent carriage of C-SPAN and Jack was
always on hand when needed to testify on C-SPAN'’s behalf in a variety
of arenas. Jack was recently promoted to President and Chief Operating
Officer of the Centel Corporation, which means that he must step down
as head of C-SPAN's Executive Committee to devote his energies to his
new responsibilities. Everyone at C-SPAN will long remember Frazee’s
good spirits, hard work, and occasional backslap. Apart from our
individual memories, his impact on C-SPAN will endure in the form of
a larger and more dynamic network.




C-SPAN Board of Directors

Ed Allen - Western Communications

Kenneth Bagwell - Storer Communications, Inc.
Robert D. Bilodeau - RT/Katek Communications
Harvey Boyd - Post-Newsweek Cable

Gary Bryson - American Television and Communications

Doug Dittrick - Tribune Cable Communications, Inc.
Steven Dodge - American Cablesystems

Charles F. Dolan - Cablevision System Development Co.

Frank M. Drendel - M/A-COM

Barry Elson - Cox Cable Communications, Inc.

John Evans - Arlington Cable Partners

Paul A. FitzPatrick - C-SPAN

John P. Frazee, Jr. - Centel Corporation

Michael J. Fuchs - Home Box Office

John W. Goddard - Viacom Communications

James L. Gray - Warner Cable Communications, Inc.
Robert Hosfeldt - Gill Cable TV

Amos B. Hostetter, Jr. - Continental Cablevision, Inc.
Glenn Jones - Jones Intercable

Marvin Jones - UA Cablesystems

Brian P. Lamb - C-SPAN

Jerry Lindauer - Prime Cable

Robert Magness - Tele-Communications, Inc.
Robert Miron - NewChannels Corp.

David Oman - Heritage Communications

Philip Patterson - Suburban Cablevision

Norval D. Reece - Group W Cable

Robert M. Rosencrans - Columbia International, Inc.
John V. Saeman - Daniels & Associates, Inc.

Carl Schmauder - Lincoln Television Systems, Inc.

Robert L. Schmidt - Comunications Technology Management

Gene Schneider - United Cable TV Corp.

Robert Titsch - Titsch Publishing, Inc.

Donald E. Tykeson - Tykeson Associates Enterprises
Larry W. Wangberg - Times Mirror Cable TV, Inc.
Thomas E. Wheeler - Media Enterprises Corp.
James N. Whitson - Sammons Communications, Inc.

National Press Club Board of Governors

Mary Kay Quinlan, Gannett News Service, NPC President
Andrew Mollison, Cox Newspapers, NPC Vice President
Lee Roderick, Scripps League Newspapers, NPC Chairman
Judy Grande, Cleveland Plain Dealer, NPC Vice Chairman
Tom Squitieri, Lowell Sun, NPC Secretary

Peter Holmes, Nation’s Business, NPC Treasurer

William Johnson, Toronto Globe & Mail, NPC Financial Secretary
Cheryl Arvidson, Dallas Times Herald

David Dear, Dear Publication & Radio, Inc.

Paul Feine, Feine Communications

Susan Garland, Newhouse News Service

David Hess, Knight-Ridder Newspapers, NPC Ex-Officio
Kathryn Kahler, Newhouse News Service

Patrick McGrath, Fox Television

John Peterson, Detroit News

Eileen Shanahan, Freelance Writer

Honored Guests
Jack Nelson, Los Angeles Times

John Quinn, USA Today
Don West, Broadcasting



Senate to let
TV, radio In
on trial basis

By Bob Minzesheimer
USA TODAY

Fortytwo years after the
idea was proposed, the US.
Senate comes to television
June 1 — at least temporarily.

In what Minority Leader
Robert Byrd, D-W.Va., de-
scribed as “entering the mod-
ern age at last,” the Senate vot-
ed 67-21 late Thursday to test
TV and radio coverage of its
proceedings.

It will vote again in July af-
ter a two-month test, but it’ll be
hard to drop coverage “once
the genie is out of the bottle,”
said Sen. Bennett Johnston, D-
La., who voted against the plan.

C-SPAN, a cable network
that's carried House proceed-
ings since 1979, will show the
Senate on a second channel.

Radio coverage may start
next week and no later than
May 1 when closed-circuit TV
begins in senators’ offices only.
The public will be able to tune
their TVs in a month later.

Critics warned that TV
would invite grandstanding
and prolong debate. “State-

menship is too scarce a com-
modity as it is now,” said Sen.
Russell Long, D-La. “It will be
more scarce on TV.”

But Sen. Charles Mathias, R-
Md., said critics “underestimat-
ed the capacity of senators to
make interesting and educa-
tional speeches” and that “the
objective eye of the camera is
quick to spot a phony.”

Rep. Claude Pepper, D-Fla.
proposed televising the Senate
in 1944 when he was a senator.
Senate employees will control
the cameras, cost for installing
the cameras: $3.5 million.

In Pueblo, Colo., Shirley Ros-
si, a retired computer pro-
grammer, who watches the
House “whenever it's on,” is
ready for the Senate’s TV de-
sut with a second TV set.

“T'll turn one on to the House
ind the other to the Senate and
jee what’s most interesting.”
She wants to see Sen. Jesse
Helms, R-N.C. “Not that I agree
with him, but I'd love to see
him in action.”
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Senate Approves TV, Radio
Coverage of Proceedings

By KAREN TUMULTY, Times Staff Writer

WASHINGTON—The Senate,
nervously and belatedly edging its
way into the television era, voted
Thursday to allow trial television
and radio coverage of its proceed-
ings.

Under the painstakingly drafted
resolution—passed 67 to 21—radio
coverage of the Senate will begin
almost immediately, with live tele-
vision broadcasts following on June
1. In late July, the Senate will
evaluate the experiment and decide
whether to allow cameras and
microphones to become permanent
fixtures in the Senate chamber.

The test would be accompanied
by a series of new Senate rules
aimed at limiting senators’ ability
to dominate days of televised pro-
ceedings with filibusters. Nonethe-
less, opponents warned that the
television cameras could provide
an opportunity for endless grand-
standing in an already incfficient
Senate.

‘In for Great Misery’

“Those of us who find states-
manship is all too scarce now will
find it even more scarce on televi-
sion,” Sen. Russell B. Long (D-
La.) said. Added Sen. J. Bennett
Johnston, a fellow Louisiana Dem-
ocrat: “We are letting ourselves in
for great misery.”

However, Sen. Ted Stevens (R-
Alaska) said that the issue amounts
to “simple justice” and accused the
Senate of being “so wrapped up in
its own cocoon of ancient rules that
it cannot face the future.”

Other supporters argued that
public scrutiny might force disci-
pline on a Senate that routinely
bogs down when individual sena-
tors try to block votes or add
unrelated matters to pending legis-
lation.

“I'm hopeful that with TV in the
Senate, we will be able to conduct
our affairs better than we have in

the past,” Sen. Howard M. Metzen-
baum (D-Ohio) said.

Sen. Alan K. Simpson (R-Wyo.),
who originally opposed the idea,
said he became convinced that
television “would let the American
people find out how we really do
our business or, more importantly,
how we don’t do our business. . . .
They would begin to write: ‘I saw
you. What were you doing?’ "

Decade of Debate

The overwhelming vote capped
more than a decade of debate on
the issue. Both California senators,
Democrat Alan Cranston and Re-
publican Pete Wilson, voted with
the majority in favor of the resolu-
tion.

The House began allowing tele-
vision coverage of its proceedir.3s
in 1979. C-SrAN, the nonprofit
Cable Satellite Public Affairs Net-
work owned by an association of
cable firms, already broadcasts all
House proceedings and has a sec-
ond channel ready to carry Senate
debates.

The Senate’'s decision to aliow
television was complicated because
it does not have the House's strict
rules limiting the amount of time
and variety of subjects its members
may debate.

Moreover, many opponents have
noted that the Senate is considered
a launching pad for presidential
bids—four of the last eight presi-
dents served in the Senate—and
have expressed concern that ambi-
tious senators will use the broad-
casts to further their political goals.

Senate leaders had hoped to use
television as a tool to bring disci-
pline to Senate proceedings. The
resolution allowing television con-
tains a provision, for example, that
would dramatically shorten the
time senators may continue to talk
after a vote to cut off a filibuster.

flos Angeles Jimes

A Times Mirror Newspaper

February 28, 1986




Half a loaf

Television in the Senate is just an experiment away. By a vote of
67 to 21 that chamber finally agreed to a test period of live
television and radio coverage of its proceedings, with a decision
whether to make this temporary enlightenment permanent due in
August.

The decision came only eight-plus years after the Capitol
neighbors cast their votes for progress, and quite a few more after
Representative Claude Pepper, in a previous incarnation as a U.S.
senator, urged the Senate to admit radio in the pre-television year
of 1934. 1t’s time to break out the champagne, but it’s too early for
the caviar.

So that there is no misunderstanding, let it be recorded that the
Senate’s long-overdue decision is applauded here as a first step
toward the ultimate objective: true 20th century coverage of the
Congress of the United States. As it stands, according to the
record, “The radio and television broadcast of Senate proceed-
ings shall be supervised and operated by the Senate.” Nobody
else will be let in.

For a simple historical log, a form of electronic Congressional
Record, such a setup is adequate, but if in speaking of “‘coverage™
of the Senate there is also the suggestion of journalistic enter-
prise, the plan leaves much to be desired, as does the system in
use in the House. While a government-issue feed is better than
none at all, history would be served far better by the contribution
of broadcasting’s journalists as well as its tools.

Broadcasting

March 10, 1986

C-SPAN and the National Press Club

C-SPAN has enjoyed a long and fruitful association with the
National Press Club, where journalists, elected officials, policy-makers,
foreign dignitaries, and even Hollywood celebrities offer their
perspectives on the issues of the day. To date, C-SPAN has televised
nearly 400 NPC luncheon speeches, providing thought-provoking
material for C-SPAN’s national audiences. In fact, NPC luncheon
speeches were one of the fledgling network’s first ventures into non-
Congressional programming. The first one was televised in January
1980—with Federal Reserve Chairman Paul Volcker in the hot seat—
when C-SPAN was just ten months old. The old NPC ballroom was
even the sight of the very first C-SPAN call-in program: in October
1980, C-SPAN televised its first live luncheon address with then-FCC
chairman Charles Ferris and followed it with a “keep your fingers
crossed and hope that this works” call-in that actually worked. Over the
years, C-SPAN viewers have been privy to a host of other NPC events,
giving them an insider’s look at the issues of the day and the reporters
who cover them. In February 1986, the C-SPAN call-in program went
back to the NPC ballroom for a week. In the intervening six years, both
the ballroom and C-SPAN’s call-in program have been spiffed up, but
each remains committed to the same ideal—a forum for the free-
flowing exchange of opinions on national issues.




The cover is an excerpt from the 11 days of debate on S. Res.

28, which called for a broadcast test period of the United
States Senate floor proceedings.
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