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so thoroughly combined as here; one finishes this vol-
ume convinced that no one need undertake this partic-
ular enterprise again.”

In between researching and writing The Civil War,
Foote took time out to serve as novelist-lecturer at the
University of Virginia : ight-in-residence at
e Arena Stage in Washington, D.C. After completing
the twenty-year project, he returned to fiction with Sep-
tember September (1977), a tense and haunting novel of
the South set on the eve of integration in Little Rock
and Memphis. More recently, he served as consultant
and presiding spirit on the celebrated nine-part PBS
television series The Civil War that aired in 1990. At the
time he remarked: “Any understanding of this nation
has to be based, and I mean really based, on an under-
standing of the Civil War. I believe that firmly. It
defined us. The Revolution did what it did. Our involve-
‘ment in European wars, beginning with the First World
War, did what it did. But the Civil War defined us as
what we are and it opened us to being what we became,
good and bad things. And it is very necessary, if you’re
going to understand the American character in the
twentieth century, to learn about this enormous cata-
strophe of the mid-nineteenth century. It was the cross-
roads of our being, and it was a hell of a crossroads.”
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