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SENATE PASSES BROADCASTING RESOLUTION

C-SPAN RESPONDS WITH PLAN TO MAKE DEBATES AVAILABLE
TO ITS AFFILIATES NATIONWIDE

WASHINGTON, D.C. - February 27 -- Today, the full Senate approved a

resolution authorizing a test of television and audio coverage of U.S.

Senate proceedings. Under the resolution, a temporary closed-circuit tv

feed will be distributed to Senate offices; the audio feed will be

available to the media.

C-SPAN officials responded to the vote with an announcement that they

would go ahead with plans to offer the Senate audio feed by satellite

to its cable system affiliates. (The new service will be available,
as soon as the Senate allows, via Satcom IIIR, transponder 19).

"aA number of our affiliates have already expressed interest 1in
the audio feed," said C-SPAN chairman Brian Lamb. Mr. Lamb explained
that the audio could be distributed over cable systems' FM bands, or
used as audio with an "alpha-numeric" cable television channel.

If, after the test period, the Senate agrees to full television
coverage of its debates, C-SPAN "stands ready to add the Senate o Our
program offerings," adds Lamb.

C-SPAN can be seen in 23 million households -- one quarter of all

the television homes in the U.S -- via 2,000 affiliated cable systems.
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Zorinsky (D)
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U.S. SENATE PASSES BROADCASTING RESOLUTION
C-SPAN RESPONDS WITH PLAN TO MAKE
DEBATES AVAILABLE TO ITS AFFILIATES NATIONWIDE

WASHINGTON, 2/28 --Last night, by a vote of 67 to 21, the U.S. Senate approved S. Res. 28,

which allows for a test period of television and radio coverage of the Senate's daily

proceedings. According to the resolution, a closed circuit television feed -- produced
by Senate employees -— will be available to Senate offices by May 1, 1986; the media
gains access to the Senate television signal on June 1, 1986. Radio coverage of the

proceedings can begin when technically possible, which may be as early as the week of

March 3:

Responding to the Senate vote, C-SPAN officials announced a plan to make the

Senate floor debates available to its cable systemvaffiliates. As soon as the Senate

audio feed is accessible, C-SPAN will transmit it on a satellite channel (Satcom 3R,
transponder 19), adding the television feed to this signal on June 1.

The Senate television test period ends on July 15, with a vote on permanent
Senate broadcasts expected two weeks later. If the Senate agrees to regular
television coverage of its debates, C-SPAN stands ready to make the Senate a permanent

part of its programming.

"We are extremely pleased that the U.S. Senate has decided to let the American
public watch it in action," said C-SPAN CEO Brian Lamb.
"For the past seven years, C-SPAN's House coverage has only shown half the

legislative process. We are confident that the Senate will be happy with public

reaction to this test of televised proceedings,' he added.

Even "cable-less" Washington, D.C. will receive C-SPAN's Senate feed through
George Mason University's '"Capitol Connection'. service which has 1,000 outlets, including

U.S. government agencies, national associations, Fortune 500 companies, and private

residences —-- most notably the White House.

Nationwide, C-SPAN can be seen in 23 million households —-- one quarter of all

the television homes in the U.S. —-- via 2,000 affiliated cable systems.
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