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World History

Samuel F.B. Morse

Samuel Finley Breese Morse is known for his invention of the
first successful telegraph in the United States. He also
invented the Morse code. He played an important role in the
field of telecommunications making it possible for people to
communicate from long distances.

27 April 1791 Samuel Finley Breese Morse was born in
Charlestown, Massachusetts.
—_—

1810 Samuel graduated from Yale.

1811 Samuel studied art abroad. He studied with Benjamin
West and Washington Allston in London. Se—

1813 Morse completed his first and only sculpture. It was of

the dying Hercules. He won a gold medal for it in the Adelphi

Society of Arts competition.

1815 Morse returned home.

‘@ orse completed a painting of the House of
€sentatives in session. Portraits of more than 80

members were recognizable. ——

1826 Along with 30 others, Morse helped to found the

National Academy of Design. Morse was chosen as its

president.

1827 Morse attended a series of lectures on electricity at
Columbia University. — -

1829-1832 Morse traveled in Europe working on his artistic
technique.

1832 Morse became a professor of painting and sculpture at
the University of the City of New York.

1832 Morse theorized in his diary that "intelligence" could
be transmitted at a distance by electricity.

1836 Morse ran for mayor of New York City. He lost.

- ; 1836 Morse began working on the telegraph with Leonard

http://www.worldhistory.com/samuel_morse.htm
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Gale.

After not obtaining the commission to paint historical
tals in the Rotunda of the Capitol in Washington D.C.,
Morse shifted his attention to the telegraph. He did not paint
again. /na
et

1837 Morse and Gale built an electromagnetic telegraph
based on the work of Joseph Henry. It could send messages
10 miles on wire strung around their workroom.

1837 Alfred Vail became another partner. He agreed to
finance their work.

1837 Congress sought proposals for a long distance
telegraph system which would connect New York City with
New Orleans. Morse proposed an electric system. Congress
would not advance funds for the line.

6 January 1838 Morse first publicly demonstrated his
telegraph, in Morristown, New Jersey.

1840 Morse was granted a patent for his telegraph.

1841-1842 During the session of Congress, they failed to
act on Morse's telegraph bill.

5"2‘ 1842 The Committee of Commerce finally gave Morse a
favorable report.

1843 He was granted $30,000 to build a test line between
Washington D.C. and Baltimore.

24 May 1844 Morse tapped out the message, "What hath
God wrought!" while demonstrating

1846 Private companies built long distance lines between
Boston and Buffalo.

1847 Morse bought a home, which he called Locust Grove.
é‘P 1854 Morse ran for Congress but lost.
b? 1859 Morse and his partner sold their patent rights.

1871 Morse was honored for his work with the telegraph
with a statue of him in Central Park in New York City.
_—

2 April 187 Morse died of pneumonia
L T
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