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William Gildea

Over the course of my coaching career, I visualize myself
using the example of Michael Menser and the Batesville Bull-
dogs as a model to emulate. Today in Batesville and in other
southeastern Indiana communities, there is a young guard
working on his game in his backyard so he can someday play
like Michael Menser.

Parts of Indiana seem fixed in time: a solitary farmboy with a buzz
haircut shooting a basketball at a milk carton affixed to a pole, a
South Side Indy kid lifting high off the macadam in a serious
pickup game. Many days, near dusk, a CSX freight still rumbles
slowly through Milan, past the water tower painted in tribute to
the 1954 state high school basketball champions. And yet many
Hoosiers say their game may never be the same.

Change has swept through Indiana and taken with it one of
the state’s best-loved traditions. The realization that single-class
basketball and its tournament have vanished is a truth better
known after spending a season in Indiana. Batesville coach Melvin
Siefert says, “‘I hope that somehow we can get back to the old
way.”’

Until then, Hoosiers still will fill the gyms and Indiana kids will
keep shooting basketballs, and ultimately some still will become
legends. Unswervingly positive, Hoosiers may be content knowing
they're on the side of the angels and their sainted spokesman for
basketball, John Wooden, Martinsville High, class of '28. In Indi-
ana he’s still called Johnny.

“Although there is no progress without change, all change is

not progress,”’ Wooden said. A change to class basketball in Indi-
ana high school tournament play would not be progress. More
doesn’t mean better. Nor does bigger. The Indiana state basketball
tournament is easily the equivalent of the NCAA tournament and

is more highly regarded than the tournaments in any other state.
As Cervantes said, ‘The journey is better than the inn.””’
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DEFENDING CHAMPIONS of the Lafayette Semi-
state are Jefferson’s Bronchos who have put in
many a victory celebration like this. Front row,
left to right, are’ Dave Price, Coach Marion Craw-
i~ ley, Byron Broome, Larry Butz, and managers
Dave Ebner, Brian Lamb and Gary Metcalf, Sec-

ond row—George Lucus, Larry Ford, Mike Crawley,
John Danaher, Jerry Acheson, Jerry Bussell and
assistant coach Sammy Lyboult. Back row—Trainer
Harold Cordell, Bill’ Evans, Len Rhoda, and Fran
Behler.
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