


1978 Mar 9- Deputy Assi jee. of Defense Stephen Bryen
Assiast. Sec yf Defense Richard Ferle
"What is good for Israel is good for the U.5."

Madison Hotel, Washington, D.C. UL men Michael Saba (President
N.Dakota trade) Lxecutive Director of the Nat'l Assoc. of Arab
Americans; Bryen-senate Foreign Relations Committee staffer-
"gtrategles of influence U.5. policy in favor of Israel" - use
of "wa" Isreel: "they" U.S.

1. "I have the Pentsgon document on the bases, which you are
welcome to see" (top secret defense systems of M.E. countries

2. Discussed technology Israel would need to manufacture its own
jet fighters to avoid high cost of buying U.S.

T

saba went to Jim Abourezk-Dem. Senator from So. Dakota - Info to
Assist. Attorney General for Criminal Division-Benjamin Civiletti
2. media- Jack Anderson of Washington Post; Larry Stern of Post
& Joe Speer of Anderson's staff came
3. John Davitt, Chief of Justice Dept. Internal Security Div.
a. info to FBI Intejjljgence Division
Submitted a 13 page affidavit to Justice Dept.
Reviewed affidavit w/ William Quandt- ME expert NSC
1. Quandt asked if Morris Amitay (AIPAC) present at meeting
2. Quandt would send affidavit to Brezezinski
Media: Fost run-around: contacted Assoc. Press=-AP to break story
Sat. Aprl 1: London based Arab news had already printed story
Adlai Stevenson: Ch. of 3elect Comm. on Standards and Conduct
was interested - later dropped issue
AP story said a report to Sen. Foreign Relations included a
description of Saudi air bases. (2lL)
Post ran 8 paragraph story on inside pages that Bryen was taking
a leave to prepare for his wedding after accusations he offered
Pentagon document to Israelil
FBI Agent stephen Pletcher asked Saba to take lie detector test==-
Saba passed test; would ask Bryen to take test but he would
probably refuse
Aug 1lj: Friend in Washington heard Bryen to go to grand jury:
3aba's lawyer said it was a dead issue
Oct 26: FBI Pletcher called to say he had left FBI June 1
FBI agent Tim Mahoney handling investigation. Why did
Pletcher leave FBI? Why wait until next session of Congress
to follow up (3 mo.)?
6 weeks later Mahoney called to verify
Mid-January: Bryen to leave his Senate Foreign Relations job (he
had returned in November)

Feb 9: Republican Bryen went to work for the Coalition for &
Democratic Majority for Henry Jackson & Daniel Moynihan
(Jeanne Kirkpatrick, Elliot Abrams) philosophy: "increased
military spending; pro-Israel; anti-Soviet"

Bryen & Richard rerle close friends., Perle led fight against
Pres. Carter on 3Salt II treaty.

New York Times article: stanford Turner, CIA director, had fired
a senior CIA (Sullivan) analyst for leaking:

1. top secret material on Soviet missile strength to Perle
info on sources & methods of obtaining info about Soviet
Turner urged Jackson to fire Perle
FBI summary of a wiretap on Israel embassey said Perle
heard giving classified info that had been §u:plied by
on NSC-Kissinger turned it over to Haldeman=

3. Discussed types of planes
o

somoeone
turned over to Hoover FBI to determine was NSC staffer.
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April of 1976 Nelson Rockerfeller had asked for a check of Perle
Bryen had become Executive Dir of Jewish Inat. for Nat'l Security
Affairs - (JINSA) pro-Israel; anti=-Soviet.

Was there a State Dept file on Bryen?- media thought so

NAAA-Nat'l Assoc. Arab-American request FOIA- Bryen files-State Dept.

JINSA- Michael Ledeen: Max Kampelman, Saul 3tern, Morris J. Amitay;
Sen. Rudy Boschwitz (R MN)

. Apr 180 newsletSer focused on Marxist takeover of Grenada
Bishop (Grenada) supported Palestinian state
Criticized Carter (JINSA)

Lo concerns in Latin America tied to ME & PLO
. Advocates military build up of U5 & ME role
. emphasis on Soviet & Arab ties vs U3 interests

Perle also left Senate job & formed a consulting firm called
Abington Corp. specializing in defense & security issues.

Fartner John Lehman (became 3ec. of Navy in Reagan adm.)

Reagan elected: "..we need a presence in MeBEess)

Carter: settlements illegal

Reagan: settlements legal: even-handed manner

Perle appointed Assist. sSec, of Def for International Security FPolicy

Bryen (appointed by Perle) Deputy Assist. Secretary

NAAA-8till waiting FOIA files (9 months)

NAAA- sent letters to Congressional leaders; White House aides &
Defense Dept.=-enclosing Saba affidavit on Bryen = members of
Senate Armed Service Comm; James Baker; Michael Deaver; NS&
Richard Allen; Ch. House Foreign Affairs Comm.

1. Sen. John Warner (R VA); Sen. Jeremiah Denton (Ala)
submitted questions on Bryen to Perle
2., Sen., James Exon (D Neb) put "hold" on nomination B .

Perle confirmed Aug 3 (a man suspected of espionage was in chargelJ&baJ

of International Security Policy in the US Fentagon)

NAAA letter to James McCue DOD official for security clearances to
review 600 page Bryen {ile=5ept 28 reply-non-sufficient basis

NAAA to Fred C. Ikle: Undersecretary of Defense (Ferle's boss)

Bryen serving as Deputy Assist. Sec. of Defense w/ responsibility
for East-West trade & technology matters:

j 1. so Fro-Israel influence on U3 policy to point Arabs to question

& integrity & desire for peace of US

Federal deficit growing; how long UsS economy survive the drain
of tax money to Israel
Hatred of 3oviet-what controls would he demand on US exports

L. How would controls affect NATO allies?

Policies:

1. dangerous to peace

2. seemed to put interests of Israel before U3

State Department seemed to stall on FOIA-Bryen File _

Reagan Adm. announced it would propose changing FOIA law 80 federal
agencies could withhold more information from public: FBI & JUstice

3aba checked Sen., Clifford Case papers (ranking senator of Senate
Foreign Relations Comm. when Bryen worked for him = 1973)
1, promoted more military aid to Israel

5. 14imit military aid to Arab government

.

W

3. ensure his access to classified agreements between Us &

foreign countries
l,. tried to downplay importanceé of I : .
5. staffer does researcil, brief's the senator, writes nis
speeches=- 8o much influence on senator

glestinian problem in US
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Bryen & Perle becamé close friends - 1973
George Ball: former Assist. Secretary of State
l. war. in ME to be avoided
2. Israel surrender occupied territories & accept a Palestinian state
Kissinger: to pacify ME by a large commercial development plan
financed by US
Robert Tucker{ John Hopkins Univ. professor: US to seize & hold
~ the Saudi oil fields (Bryen favored)
Feb: "The Coming War in the Middle East" Syria will attack & Russgians
will supply air cover
600 page file had "shrunk" to 150: Apr 6 1983
NAAA filed an FOIA lawsuit for "lost" missing pages
l., In 1977 Bryen while in Amman, Jordan  asked U.S,Ambassador Tom
Pickering for documents re: I-Hawk missiles (location, range)
Defense Dept. said Bryen did not need to know this info
2. Through Sen. Stone he tried to get photos of Saudi air base
at Tabuk
Investigated for a year & a half then case closed
Lawyer for Bryen: Lewin; close friend of Justice Dept. Heymann

Richard Perle: received $50,000 consulting fee from Israeli company
he recommended for Defense Dept. contrabs
Wife: Leslie Barr=-Oct '81 working at Commerce Dept helped develope
a Reagan Adm. plan:
1, bars U3 personnel doing business in Libya
2., total US gmbargo on purchase of Libya oil
3. ban purchase by Libya of US oilfield equipment & other high
technology products
(A multi-billion dollar market was lost to American businessmen)
Leslie Barr=Direg¢tor of Customs Service International Program

Management Division
Bryen'!s wife-sShoshona Bryen: Executive Director and editor of JINSA
(Jewish Institute for National Security Affairs) advocates:
1. advocate strategi@ cooperation between US & Israel
2. massive increases in US aid

. larger defense budgets

. tough policies against Soviet

. deny integrity of our (US) Arab allies in ME

ard Perle & Stephen Beoy® were not to have jurisdiction over
ME issues: their duties:?

1, East-West poliecy NATO
2. nuclear & conventional arms & technology transfers

May 1982: Bryen testified before Senate on need to intensify the
stopping of the flow of technology to Soviet Union & Bloc
countries also to our Huropean allies _ ;

COCOM: Coordinating Committee for Multilateral Export Controls

Perle & Bryen wanted a military board that would run COCOM

Perle vs Thayer (#2 man in defense) over control of technology
transer licenses

Damaging info on Thayer leaked to SEC: ne resigned: Perle & Bryen
gained the authority they wanted

Perle jurisdiction over:
1., all technology transfer issues including:

g. internal guidance systems

b. legislation

¢c. liason with industry

d. international representation -

e. technology goods, services, munitions, strategic trade
& COCOM
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in charge of technology control in Pentagon

other agencies had to work with him when co-ordinating

US. Government domestic & international policies

control of computer system FORDTIS: Foreign Disclosure &

Technical Info System

a. electronic depository of data on strategic trade,

munitions, military technology (data on who was selling
what to whom in US; Western Europe & Japan)

Perle & Bryen vs Wm A Rost (Dir. of State Department Office of
Bast-West Trade) Caterpillar Tractor Co (cost hundreds of Am
jobs=Europeans benefited)

Rost-policy changes would give Defense Dept too much control
Rost resignecd

Perle & Bryen began moving against Commerce Department: responsibile
for sales to non-comunist countries-Pentagon: only those to
communist countries
Industry sgainst Pentagon as it would slow down as too many

restrictions & paper work

198l Mar 23: Pres., Reagan signed a Memo of Understanding granting

Pentagon new authority=--rerle & Bryen won again

(Austria, India, Norway, Sweden & S. Africa (12 in all) rishs)

Catch 22: Severe restrictiona on leaks of high technology
to Soviet were seriously hampering our exports thus increasing
trade deficit(toys computers, Apple computor etc.)

After food & raw materials, high tech is most sought after US
products abroad (the future of trade) Japan has benefitted,
Japan resale to Soviet re: submarine detection)

Israel: 35% tech knowledge acquired from US
1979~-CIA report - Mossad (Jonathon Pollard)

OrodMarconi Avionics: equip sent to U3 for repair was impounded

Brit firm unable to get license to re-import Brit made spare parts

Controls on personal computors (children's toys) over LL00, 000
items to be banned-tech & economical disaster for COCOM
nations=Brit 90% dependent on U3 tech & spare parts

As Israel was able to gain these w/o restrictions other
countries began to purchase from them (Germany, France,

Britain & Italy)

Feb 1li: Bryen flew to Israel to negotiate a new bilateral pact
designed to ease restrictions Israel & US = "Free Trade
Treaty" "If the Americans cut you off from their high-tech
market, come to us. We can get it for you"

Northrup sales executive "...tens of billions of dollars...

1977- Carter-Guatemala human rights - Israel moved in

South Africa-Iran (leading suppliers of US arms)

South America- Rep. Lynn Martin (R IL) Israeli arms
merchants bribing lkcuador to buy US planes from them
rather than US

early 1980's Isrgel negotiated a free trade agreement w/ Eurcopean

Bconomic Community
Israel began to encourage high tech U3 companies to open offices
& joint ventures in Israel (water) _ -

April 11: Perle told Senate committee U3 should extend tight
controls to Western European countries & Japan
@lectronic Corporation of Israel _
ilron Electronic Indastries (offices in US; kngland, W. Germany

France; Swiss; Singaporse, Brazil)
Worldtech Israel Ltd: "prepares tech transfer packages for
non-Israeli clients"

n
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1982: Tadiron (Israeli company) vs American company, E-System,
over a $39 million contract for 2-way radios in US army tanks,
E-Systems had supplied Army for 13 years-Army went w/ Tadiron;
E-Systems closed down radio factory laying off hundreds of
employees,

Buried in budgets of many US Gov. departments and agencies:
agricultural, medical and scientific research projects carried
out in Israel
2. contracts for US AID projects in Africa carried out by Israel
3. purchase of industrial diemonds from Israel at subsidized
prices.

Ly, Star Wars development contracts with Israeli firms evew/

Perle: expand electronic surveillance to prevent sensitive computor
software from being smuggled overseas thro international tale-
phone calls
CONTRAEY to: American values of privacy-search & seizure powers

1982 Hong Kong - $817 million in telecommunications equip &

$457 million in data-processing equip (delays, uncertainty
& onerous paper work) dropped
Beirut bombing of Marines: Israel offer to help - lleag T, edlacnds Oho
A month after, Shamir & Arens in Washington promoting Mstragegic
cooperation" with US
a. pre=positioning Of US equipment in Israel
b. combined strategic planning (Lebanon ?)
c. joint military exercises
d. better sharing of intelligence data
e, use of Israeli ports to "service!'~TU.5. 3ixth Fleet
Aleo, delivery of cluster bombs; US military aid money to finance
Lavi. $1l.4 billion military aid to be a grant. US & Israel set up
a military committee to deal with above 1,2,3

A week later US Navy jets attacked Syrian-held positions in eastern

Lebanon (lost 8 marines). Fighting escalated-New Jersey shelled

Syrian position (TWA)neaf jedfeces o

King Hussein - Mar 1k, 1984 (pgs 198-99) . .

Shoshana Bryen, JINSA, her husband met/with an official of the Pentagon
responsible for working out the agenda for Joint Political Military Group
meeting, Jan 2L & 25, 198L) (1981 assurance B not involved in ME issues)

AMERICAN COSTS:
Political: (loss of bases in ME-Russia gained bases as fear of Israel_
1, closer alliance to Israel has lost our eredibility w/ Arab states
2., restricting export of US tech has brought tensions between
US and our NATO allies
. Western Europe beginning to question reliability of US as an ally
. increased effect of Israel as only US ally

& gdave

Economic:
. US industry has lost billions of export §'s
. unemployment-US Chamber of Commerce estimate that every billion
dollars in ME sales lost to foreign competition costs 25,000
American jobs (perhaps half a million jobs lost to date)
(Refusal of Saudi arms sale in 1985 provided British suppliers
$20 billion and half a million jobs)
3, lost of incentive to research & develop
Perle & Bryen want to place new controls on seientists the exchange of
of ideas and info.

LMo nomXa_
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“You can't deny us the
rights & privileges you
enjoy & expect us to
allow you to keep
them.”

Intifada. Update

injured five.
week:

DECEMBER & Palestin-
ians throughout the occupied
territorics observed a general
strike, called by the Unified
Leadership of the Uprising
and Hamas, the Islamic Re-
sistance Movement, to mark
the two-month anniversary
of the al-Agsa Mosque mas-
Sacre.

The army declared large

Soldiers shoot and kill
16-year-old schoolgirl

The Israeli army shot dead 16-year-old Ahlum
Ibrahim Ayed and 2‘?—year—nlﬂ1{nﬁummad Mardi
al-Madani. The total number of Palcstinians killed
during the Intifada is now put at 898.

Widespread Palestinian demonstrations commemo-
rating the third anniversary of the Intifada were met
with tear gas, rubber bullets and live ammunition and
escalated mllitnr; presence. Some 250 Palestinians
were shot in marches and demonsirations including at
least 50 wilh™ Tive mnmuumuu und at lensl cight

inhalation. Seftlers shot one Palestinian and beat a
Palestinian woman in Hebron.
" Curfews and closed military zones confined one
million Palestinians to their homes lor several days.
An lIsraeli soldier was killed in Bethichem and
several other attacks on soldiers, police and settlers

The following mre incidents reported during the

areas of the West Bank
closed” military =zopes, im-
posed curfews on -much of
the rest, and curfewed the
entire Gaza Strip except Beit
Hanoun and Jabalya town,
in anticipation of protests on
the third anniversary of the
Intifada.

see Intifada, page 2

Israeli police officers grab a Palestininn during 8 women's march in Jerusalem Dec. 12.

Palestinians say meeting Americans

depends on U.S. vote at U.N.S.C.

by Khaled Abu Aker

Leading Palcstinian fig-
ures confirmed that they
may rcconsider their decision
lo boycolt meetings with

Israeli measures against Palestinian
leaders clearly impede peace efforts

New analysis
by Maher Abukhater

While Israeli Prime Min-
ister Yitzhak Shamir is tell-
ing the Americans in Wash-
ington that his country is
still committed to peace with
the Palestinians, the actions
of his government in Israel
are sending the exact oppo-
site message.

INSIDE
NEWS

Heavier sentences

page 3
Ne rain

page 6
FEATURE
Settling the Old City

Portrait of an actress
page 11

Through  administrative
detentions, threats of expul-
sion, the issuing of green
identity cards which are the
equivalents of town arrests,
and by banning travel
abroad, the Israeli govern-
ment has made contact al-
mast impossible for promi-
nent Palestinians in the oc-
cupied territorics and peace
activists in Isragl and oul-
side.

In addition, Shamir's
government has sent a clear
message to all Palestinians
actively pursuing a peaceful
solution to the Palestinian-
Israeli conflict that if they
are not already, they too will
be subject to similar restric
tion, detention or even ex-
pulsion if they continue to
be outspoken and politically
active.

Last month, the Isracli
milila[y arrested three lead-

ing Palestinian figures from
the occupied territories and
is currently holding them in
administrative detention,
Radwan Abu Ayyash is the
head of the Arab Journalists
Association; Ziad Abu
Zayyad is the editor of the
Palestinian Hebrew-language
weekly Gesher (the Bridge),
and Dr. Ahmad al-Yaziji is
a member of the administra-
tve board of the Gaza
Medical Association .

More recently, green
identity. cards were issued to
many other prominent Pales-
tinians, such as Shaher
Sa’ad, secretary-general of
the General Federation of
Trade Unions, al-Mutawakel
Taha, secretary-general of
the Arab Writers Associa-
tion, and other well-known
Palestinian lawyers, writers,

se¢ Measures, page 15

Amcrican  officials il the
United States  voles favor-
ably on a U,N, Sccurily
Council resolution on Pales-
tine which is currently under
discussion,

For scven wecks, the Se-
curity Council has been de-
bating a resolution “intro-
duced by Yemen, Cuba, Co-
lumbia and Malaysia calling
for protection of Palestinian
civilians in the Isracli-occu-
picd lerritories. A vole 1s
expected  this week, after
four postpomements by the
Uniled States, which wanted
time to change a c¢lause call-
ing for the convening of an
international peace confer-
ence on the Middle East,

Leading Palestinian activ-
ist Faisal Husseini told
Al-Fajr that contacts with
U.S. officials may be recon-
sidered if the U.S. voles in
favor of the Security Council
resolution.

Palestinians in the occu-
pied territories decided to
boyeott talks and meetings
with U.S. officials lollowing
the U.S. veto of a Security
Council resolution that

would have condemned [s-
rael for the May 20 killings
of seven Palestimans at
Rishon Lezion,

Bir Zeit University Pro-
fessor  of philosophy  San

Nuscibch said it would be
appropriate lor the Palestin-
ians 1o reconsider their boy-
coll in light of a positive
U.S. stand. Museibeh said
Palcstinians must 1ake an
American change in position
into account, and act ac-
cordingly. A U.S. voie in
the United Nations in lavor
of providing protection o
Palestinians  under  Israeli
rule would be considered a
positive step, he explained.

Even il Palestinians in
the occupicd territories de-
cide to resume dialogue with
U.S. officials, Nuscibch
said, the PLO will still be
required (o approve the step.
The Palestinians will also
ask the U.S. administration
to rcconsider its susponsion
of talks with the FLO.

The United States sus-
pended dialogue it opened
with the PLO in December
1988 afler the PLO [ailed to
condemn an abortive armed
attack on Isracli shores May
30 by members of a PLO
affiliate, the Palestine Liber-
ation Front, hecaded by
Muhammad Abbas (Abu
al-Abbas). The U.S.-PLO
dialogue began after the
PLO recognized Israel, ac-
cepted  Security  Council
Resolution 242 and re-
nounced terrorism in No-
vember 1988
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Intifada

continued from front page

Palestinians clashed with
soldiers in al-Shati, Khan
Yunis and Rafah refugee
camps in spite of curfews.
Protests were staged -in
Hebron, Jenin, Ramallah,
Beit Sahour and Jabal
al-Mukaber, Youths in nu-
merous villages marched the
day before the Intifada’s
third anniversary. Soldiers
used bullets and ‘tear gas
against the unarmed pro-
Lesters.

A Molotov gocktail was
thrown at a military patrol
in al-Bureij refugec camp.
Israeli reports said no onc
was injured.

DECEMBER 9% lsraeli
soldiers Mﬂ_:o';iﬁﬂ,&xe_w-
old uhammad Mardi
sl-Madani in the Gaza Strip
village of Bani Suhailah,
The military alleged that
Madani tried to stranglc a
soldier and take his weapon,
Residents refuted the story,
saying soldiers raided the
arca when demonstrations
erupted in defiance of cur-
few. The soldiers shot ran-
domly, hitting Madani in the
right thigh, severing an ar-
tery. Madani was later taken
to a hospital where he died
Mis body was taken (rom
the hospital and taid 16 rest
in a large funcral. Madani's
2(-year-old brother Suléiman
died Feb. 8 of this year, a
day after being shet by Ts-
racli soldiers.

General strike continued
throughout the occupied ter-
ritories for the second day,
commemorating  the  third
anniversary of the uprising.

More than one million
Palestinians were confined (o
their homes as curfews ro-
mained in force on most of

the Gaza Strip and large
arcas of the West Bank.
Other sections of the West

Bank continued to be closed
military zones

An lsracli soldier  was
killed and two others injured
in JE-.L([IIUSILN\ in front of
the Israch il administra-
tion” office in  Bel lhi{‘hun
Isracli re ports said a
homemade pipe-bomb \_\,)!n

sion brought soldiers (o the

area, a second explosion
killed one and injurcd the
others, Curfew was imposed
on Bethlchem and the sur-
rounding towns, villages and
refugee camps.

Palestinian sources re-
ported  clashes  in  several
areas in which at least four
were shot. Palestinian flags
were floWwn in towns, villages
and refugee camps on the
anniversary of the Intifada.

Fierce clashes occurred
in the Gazu Strip, particular-
ly in Bani Suheilah, follow-
ng the k of
Muhsmmad al-Madani, Sev
eral wvouths

i and

DECEMBER 10: Pales-
finian demonstrators injured
two Israeli  soldiers  with
stones in Jabalya refugee
camp. A bomb was thrown
al an army cm:ampmtu[ in
Rafah, two Molotov cock-
tails were thrown at soldicrs
in Ramallah and two at sol-

diers near the Ibrahimi
Mosque in Hebron.
Curfew was lifted in

parls of the occupied terri-
Ioncs, but remained in force
in many others. The army
carried out scarch-and-arrcst
campaigns around Bethle-
hem secking those involved
in the explosion that killed
one soldicr the day before.
Demonstrations . occurred
in the Gaza Strip when cur-
fews were lifted. The pro-
tests turncd into  clashes
when the army attacked,
shooting and injuring at
least 15 with live ammuni-
tion and 26 others by beat-

ings, & Palcsl:man SOUTEES
said.

Soldiers in Jenin shot
wo youllisv N

“In Bani Na'im, two Pal-
estinians_were shot and in-
jured.

Soldicrs  in  Rummaneh
yillage beat Palestinians and
raided several homes.

DECEMBER 1I: The
army held many areas of the
West Bank and Gaza Strip
under curfew including paris
of Gaza City, Bethichem,
Beit Sahour, Hussan, Naha-
lin, Kharbatha, Azmout,
Burga, Marda, Ain Yabroud
and Silwad villages and the
refugee camps of Shati, Ja-
balya, Nusscirat, Dheisheh,
Balata, Azzah, Ain Beit El-
ma and Askar

Soldiers shot threc resi-
denis in clashes in Bani Su-
heilahi village in_the Gaza
Strip.

lsracli soldiers shot, n-
jured and arrested a Pales-

linian \'oulh in Shuweikeh
\lll.lgr. ncar Tulkarm. Isracli
sources said the  youth

stopped @n army jep, pre-
tending to hand over a paper
and attempted 1o stab one
soldier, The soldier was nol
iﬁj]_\;rud.

An Isracli civilian motor-
ist - shiot a Pal Palestinian in the
shoulder in Awarta village,
u;umm{. his car had been
stoned, An Isracli bus driver
was injured by a sl(]nL in
Beir Hanina, north of Jeru-
salem.  Palestinians  also
stoned  Israely cars __ngar
ShuTat refugec camp, Bor-

der guards scattered the
demonstrators.

In Battir village ncar
Bethlehem, Palestinian

youths stoned and threw a
tear gas bomb inside a_ _p_m
ing Isracli frain _Guards shot
the youths, hitting one in the
1eg. = -
Youths stoned army eps

in Tulkarm refugee camp
and two Palestinians were
ing incidents in

ight arr

jans were arrested after ston-
ings in Aboud wilagc and
one was arrested in Silwad
village.

In Salfit, a curfew was
imposed  [ollowing 2 large
demonstration  in  which
scores of youths stoned sol-
diers,

Two houses in Jabalya
refugec camp were demol-
ished late at night. Mcmbers
of the houscholds were
charged with lhrnwmg__ Mo-
lotov r.oddm[.'. = mldlers
three months a&n

“An Isracli car was
worched on  Salah  al-Din
Street in East Jerusalem.

DECEMBER 12: An lIs-
raeli soldicr shot dead 16-
ycar-old _ Ahlam _ Ibrahim
Ayed from Bidya \nlla > in
the MNablis district. yed
reccived a live bullet in the
head when soldicrs nlla.ckt.d
a demonstration in “Bidya on
thc  anniversary of the
founding of the Popular
Front for the Liberation of
Palestine (PFLP). Several
others were injured. Ayed's
body was laid to rest by
youths while the army im-
posed a curfew on the vil-
lage.

Gaza sources reported as
many as 200 Palestinians
were lruu_rga_ ‘with__ rubber
and Tive bullcts or tear gas
in the Gaza Strip. Student
demonstrations were report-
ed in Shaii, Jabalya aml
Bureij - refugee camps. in
which Iwo youlhs were
wounded by gunshot. Three
women muscarried in  the
Guza Stnp due [o lear pas
inhalation

The army forcelully
quelled a demonstration on
Salah al-Din Street in East
Jerusalem Demonstrators
carricd placards saluting the
anniversary of the PFLP.
Soldiers atacked demonstra-
tors in the Old City with
rubber bullets and tear gas

Curfews were lifted from
many arcas but remaincd in
force in scattered locations.

Four shots were fired at
soldiers _in _Shu Shu'fal relugee

camp. Mo onec was injured

WETE ‘ﬁr&d |_

In Singl ullu;... near
Mablus, undercover army
units shot one youth und ar
resicd three others. At least

three soldiers were reported-
ly injured by stoning in the
village and in nearby Qara-
wal Bani Zeid.

Demonstrators in Jenin
were attacked by the army
and two were shol and
wounded. A sit-in strike at
the Red Cross in Jenin de-
manded the release of ar-
rested students and an end
to the curfew on hall the
city

Soldiers ambushed and
shot 7a_ ‘A _voulh in Jenin refu
gee camp rl\ Wis
and

camp

Clashes erupted in Tul-
karm, Qalqilya and Anabta
in which five Palestinians
were injured “hy gunshot

A J-year-old girl was

shot in the ncck im Beit
Ummar village near He-
bron - )

Soldiers shol a youth in
Baltir and a sccond in Tigua
village.

A soldier was injured in
Hebron after being hit in
the head with a stone. A
curfew was imposed on the
city ccnter.

Isracli bus passcagers
traveling  through ~ Bam
Na'im [ired extensively al
Palestinian  youths after the
bus windshicld was shatlered
by stones.

DECEMBER 13 Settlers
attacked and injured a Palcs-
tinian woman, torched three
Palestinian cars and smashed
the  windshiclds of many
others in Hebron. The city
was dectared a closed mili-
lary zone, and sections were
put under curfew.

Five women miscarried
following tear pgas altacks
throughout thc Gaza Strip.
Two_youlhs in n Jabalya refu-
gee jcc camp were wounded by
gunshot after stoning army

cad_u:;r[t.rx

“Beit Hanoun in the
Gaza Strip, soldiers arrested
two Palestinians and shot
and injured a third. g

“A seitler was injured by
stones and  wo Molotwoy
cockiails were thrown at an
army patrol in Beit Lahya in
the Gaza Strip.

[
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in city center.
furniture
term contract only.

* Fully furnished,

garage.

If You Are Looking For

An Apartment Or An Office ...

l:lol eE tate

TRUST Real €state

Special Opportunity In Jerusalem
For Rent
* Fully renovated lovely old collage,

Garden, telephone, optional Danish
Good for residence or offices.

three bedrooms, living and
dining room, two balconics, large kitchen, garden,

Other apartments also available
Calk: 02 283923

19 Salah al-Din Street
Shtayye Bldg. First Floor

in Jenin and Jenin refu-
gee camp, soldiers shot three
Palestinian _youths in fierce
clashes. Merchanis were or-
derced closed for the third
consecutive day.

Student  demonstrations
werg staged in the East
Jerusalem neighborhood of
al-Tur. Soldiers closed a
school after the incident. In
Suwanch ncighborhpod  of
the city, soldicrs shot onc
youth during a confronia-
tion.

Clashes crupted in Nab-
lus, where threz demonstra-
tors were shot. One youih
was shot in a confroniatio
in Jalazoun refugee camp.

Soldiers  raided  several
schools in Halhoul. Clashes
also occurred in Nur Shams
refugee camp and in the vil-
lages of Bani Na'im, Rum-

manch, Silat al-Harthiyeh,
Jalboun, Arrabeh and
al-Arroub, where  Israchi

soldiers injured two youths.

A curfew remained in

force in Battir village for the

third day and in Bidya vil-

lage for the second day. The

army raided a number
idya homes.

A youth march in Ram-
allah was attacked by sol-
diers shooting tear gas.

A bomb exploded near
the police sialion in_Gaza
City, ;sr.u..ll ~sources report-
o e

A commercial sirike was
observed in Rafah 1o protest
the scaling of thice homes
and the demoliion of two
others.

best location

Long

Jerusalem - 19 Salahiddin St
| Tel. 283923
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Military prosecutors to demand
20-year terms for stone throwers

The lsraeli Defense Min-
istry ordered West Bank and
Gaza Strip military prosecu-
toss to demand heavy sen-
lences for Palestinians in-
dicted for stone throwing,
reports said Dec. 11. The
prosecutors can now ask for
a maximum 20-year prison
term. The previous maxi-
mum lcrm was 10 years.

This order, observers be-
lieve, is designed to appease
settlers and other extremist
Israclis critical of whal they
believe is the government’s
leniency in cracking down
on Palcstinians, So far, the
courts have been asked to
hand down six-month sen-
tences to youths accused of
stoning Israeli passenger cars
and buscs without causing
any damage. ‘Those accused
of causing material damage
will receive up to onc year,
and il found guilty of caus-
ing bodily harm, the sen-
tence can reach up 1o 10
years

These orders apply only
1o Falestinians. Israchs who
stonc Paleslinian _cars _are
teied in_civil courls, il ap-
prehended.  Jewish™ scitlers
from Elon Moreh, in the
Nablus hills, demonstrated

Dee. O outside the Delonss

Aviv de-
measures

Ministry i Tel
manding harsher
against Palestinians in  the
occupied  territorics.  They
demanded that the military
increase its use of firearms
against  Palestinians  and
called for Defense Minister
Moshe Arens's resignation if
he refused (o issuc these or-
ders,

On Dcc. 11, (he Isracli
Hebrew daily Yediot Ah-
ronol_reporied that the Is-
racli army began deploying
harpshooters Dec. 10 in
locations where sioncs are
occasionally (hrown al pass-
ing Israeli seutlers’ cars. The
paper said the sharpshooters,
who are_hidden from sight,
shol and injured four youths
on the first day alone.

~“Meanwhile, debate is
continuing in  lsracl  over
whether the recent armed al-
tacks on lsraclis in the occu-
picd lerritories indicatc a
new phase of the Intifada.
Many Israclis, particularly in
the settlement  movement
and Lhe extremist political
partics, believe the recent
spate of armed attacks arc
evidence that Intifada activ-
ists are resorting lo the use
of weapons.

The  lIsrachi  military,
however, says these incidems
do not point 1o a change in
Intifada stratcgy. The army
considers them isolated inci-
dents, like others which oc-
curred in the past. The mili-
tary and other government
officials, however, did not
hesitate 1o warn Palestinians
that the use of fircarms will
bring down the full force of
Isracl’s wrath.

The Defense Ministry is
alrcady planning to  expel
thuse it considers Palestinian
aclivisls, mm an attempl 1o
clamp down on Intifada ac-
tivities. Reports  said  the
ministry is preparing lists of

Palcstinians  who  will  be
expelled.
Other  military  response

measurcs may include re-
turning fircpower with cven
mare fircpower. Some Isracli
officials have been guoted as
saying that il the Palestin-
ians change the rules of the
game and begin using arms
instead of stongs, the mli-
tary will also change its
rules and usc more lLirearms
than ever hefore, without
worrying aboul the moral or
international ramifications.

Solidarity events inside ‘green line’
mark Intifada’s third anniversary

In spite of some police
restriction, Palestinians and
Jewish progressive groups in
Israel marked the third an-
niversary of the Palestinian
Intifada with marches, rallies
and  political  scminars.
Right-wing Isracli leaders
expressed worry over Lhe
solidarity actions.

In the largest action,
more than 1,000 Peace Now
members demonstrated Dec.
8 outside the home of Isracli
Primc _ Minister  Yilzhak
Shamir, , They chanted slo-
gans on the urgency of
peace negolialions.

~ Arab and Jewish stu-
dents al Tel Aviv University
demonstrated Dec. 9, calling
on the Isracli government to
reopen the four closed Pales-
tinian  universitics.  The
demonstration was organized
by the campus Commitiee of
Arab  Students.  Protesters
chanted “Down with occupa-
tion,” “Negotiations with the
PLO now”-and “Stop shed-
ding blood.” :

Israeli  police  banned
dozens of Palestinian mem-
bers of the Abna'a al-Balad
(Sons of the Village) move-
ment from holding festivitics
to mark the anniversary.
Police denied the group
permission to demonstrate in
Nazareth, Yet the nationalist

political organization  suec-
cceded in  conducting a
march Dec. 8 in the north-
ern city Um al-Fahm.

Also murking the occa-
sion, 1w opposition political
parties, the  Democratic
Front for Peace and Equali-
Iy and the Progressive List
for Peace, held a political
seminar in  the northern
Triangle arca town Taibeh,
Arab Knessct mombers and
Palcstinians from the occu-
picd territories like Ghassan
al-Khatib, a lecturer at Bir
Zeil  University,  delivered
speeches focusing on the up-
rising and the need for unity
among all Arab [orces inside
Israel.

Another commemoration
was held Dec. 7 in Haifa.
Arab Knesset members and
leading figures from inside
the “green ling” dcmon-
strated on al-Khoury Street
in Haifa, alongside peace
aclivists from Haifa and
northern Israel. Participants
carried banners condemning
Israel's policies in the terri-
tories, and called for an cnd
to the occupation.

In the Upper Galilee vil-
lage Kufr Yassif, the Isracli
Democratic Front party or-
ganized a rally to show soli-
darity with the Intifada.
Speakers praised the upris-

ing, and called on Israel to
cnd its occupation of Palcs-
linian terrilorics.

Lutil Dori, secrclary of
the  Commitice. for [Is
racli-Palestinian Dislogue,
called on Palcstinian and Is-
racli  progressive forces (o
double their  struggle  for
ending the occupation and
mecting their common goal
ol estubl hing an indc::crl’
dent Palestinian state under
PLO Teadership. He made
(ht " statement in front of
dozens of students at Baga
al-Giharbiyeh Sccondary
School in the Triangle dur-
ing a Dec, 9 ceremony for
the upnising’s third ycar.

“The first action is lo
bring down the Shamir gov-
ernment, which 6bsiryels the
peace process, practices bru-
tal and " oppressive policies
against residents of the oc-
cupicd lerritorics and
popardizes the future of Is-
racl,” Dori stated.

In response to the activi-
ties, politicians al the op-
posite end of the political
spectrum, like Isracli Minis-
ter of Science  Yuval
Ne'eman of the right-wing
Tehiya  party, expressed
worry, He was disturbed by
the feelings of solidarity
Palestinians _in Israel had

shown with the Intifada.

Radwan Abu Ayyash (left) before his detention dialoguing
with Ran Cohen of the Israeli Citizens Rights Movement.

Abu Ayyash’s detention
reduced to five months

by Mousa Qous

The  military  appeals
commillee at Jncid Frison in
Nablus voted Dee. 10 16 re-
duce Radwan Abu Ayyash’s
six-month administralive
detention 1o five months.
The action was one of sev-
eral last week that focused
attention on  Palestinian
journalists under occupation.

Abu Ayyash, the head of
Arab
Associalion

the Jerusalem-bascd
Journaslists
(AJA), wias arrested Nov.
13, along with Ziad Abu
Zayyad, editor of the He-
brew-language Palestinian
weekly  newspaper  Gesher
(The Bridge), who reccived
#  six-month  administrative
delention order, and Gaza
doctor Abmad al-Yaziji who
was given one year,

All three were accused
ol Icadership of the Intifada.
Nonc“of the accused stood
(Trialy Since the arrests, lead-
efs from the Isracli peace
camp have called Tor fhe
detainees’ release,

~In a show of solidarity
Dee. 9, Usracli  Knessel
Member Yossi Sarid of the

Citizens Rights Movement
visited the Two_journalists in
Jneid Prison. Following the
visit, the MK and the jour-
nalists issued a  slalement
which suid dialogic belween
Isracl and representatives of
the Palestinian people is the
only way to achicve peace

“Also on Dec. 9, the AJA
condemned the Israeli mili-
lary’s continuous repression
ol Palestinian__journalists.
They denounced Lhe arrests
of journalists and the issuing
ol preen wenlity cards, e
stricting “freedom™ of  move-
Journalism in
picd Palcsting, they stated, is
the victim of lsracli human
rights violations

The AJA called on the
Brussels-based” Tnicrnational
Federation of Journalists and
the International Journalisis
Organizalion _in_ Priguc  {o
intervene on  behall of all
detained journalisis. The Is-
racli_army holds  approxi-
mately” 30 _Palcstinian  jour
nalists T detention, and has
Jcast 10 re-
newable groen identity cards,
banning_card holders from
fGracl_and East Jerusalem
for six_months.

menl. accu-

agenda.
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Time for right planning

The United Nations Security Coungil hay not been able
to agree on the mere protection of Palestinian civilians,
nur 1o 4 pescelul framework for resolving the Palestin-
ian question. It was quick, however, to pass a resolution
clearly advocating war i Iraq, undoubtedly sware
that such a war would bring mass destruction and in-
surmountable human suffering, not to mention incalcula-
ble fallout on both the world economy and international
relations.

No one blames the Security Council for being a tool
in the hands of the United States, This superpower has
the politicnl and economic clout to control the interna-
tional forum, particularly now that the Soviet Union has
become a subordinate to U.S. will. Until recently, the
US.S.R. brought balance to the international equation.
Now, the Soviets' interest lies in good relations with the
United States, and angering it, or its ally Israel, means
evither no salvation, or only a slow trickle of relielf from
the rich and powerful United States.

Clearly, the old game played during the Cold War, of
courting one or the other superpower, is no longer pos-
sible. New games and new strategies need to be devised,
applicable to today's international order

Palestinian strategists and policy-makers have a great

task lo perform. They need to properly evaluate the
current develop and changes in thé world, put
things inta their correct perspective and act accordingly.

Today the Palestinians are in the minority camp,
though this camp is the ethical and moral one. This does
not mean they were better off before und neither ‘does it

- mean their lot will be worse in the future. What It
means is they must take advantage of what is available
and make the best of it. In other words, some serious
and skillful planning is in order, kecping in mind the
Palestinian people’s interests and their future.

We must ask, for example, how we should respond to
the intentional delaying of a Security Council vote favor-
able to the Palestinians. We know that the Palestinian
canse is a just one, and that no one can deny it. We
know that this cause has worldwide support, if not al-
ways at the official level. Given these conditions, greater
Palestinian aggressiveness on the diplomatic and media
levels can yield concrete results. Let us not forget that in
a democracy, the people can make a difference. So it is
not impossible to persuade the United States - and even
Israel - to change their minds. Such an action requires
creativity, as well as hard, penuine and resolute work .

The PLO is currently facing monetary difficulties be-
cause of the Gulfl crisis. Its losses: are reported to be in
the billions of dollars in actual cash flow and other as-
sets. This has prompted the PLO to cut down on iis ser-
vices to enable it to endure the financial crunch, and has
led it to order across-the-hoard budget cts.

This decision was inevitable, but across-the-board cuts
are not the answer. There are certain areas where the
budget should ot only not be touched, but rather should
be increased, because they are vital to Palestinian na-
tional interests and our future.

One of these areps is the information battle, In order
to make their work more fruitful, this sector of diplo-
matic corps and the media must be activated and pro-
gramed more efficiently, Other less important programs
and events can be slashed or canceled altogether to muke
funds available for more important and timely pursuits.

This is the time for Palestinian planning and it
should be done right.

L s s

Toward a new Arab world order

by Khalil Barhoum

Stanford, California - With so much atten-
tion now being paid to the implications and
possible conscquences of an  American-led
war against Irag, what is often missing from
the debate is a clear reading of how such a
polential cngapement will be perceived on
the popular level throughout the Arab
world. Such & reading is quile essential for
two simple reasons. First, the Arabs in the
present conflict represent half the equation
and, conscquently, their views on the crisis
eannot be casily dismissed.  Secondly, no
matier how the Gulfl crisis is finally sculed,
Arabs will continue to live in that vital re-
gion, and the United States will have lo take
their long-term interests into account if it is
lo ensure future Arab cooperation and sup-
port.

The United States’ stated policy in the
region has always revolved around certain
well-publicized U.5. objectives, such as pro-
lecting the unimpeded flow of Guil oil, con-
tainment of Soviet expansion in the region,
and support for Israel (mainly as a bulwark
against potential communist threat). In view
of the rapidly changing realities of the post-
Cold War era, it is casy to scc how the last
two objectives may now be harder to arguc
for. Also, the newly emerging global reali-
ties are at least partly responsible for the
Bush administration’s inability to articulate
its case against Irag more clearly or persua-
sively.

The administration cannot use the princi-
ple of defending the unimpeded flow of Gulf
oil to justily a de facto state of war against
Iraq (since it is the United States, not ITrag,
which has interrupled the flow of both Iragi
and  Kuwaiii oil since Aug. .2, 1990). No
can the Uniled States depict the conflict with
Irag today as a confronfalion between East
and West, because on the one hand no such
convenicnt global paradigm exists any long-
er, and, just as dmportantly, Iraq's much-
touled military-might was equally the crea-
tion of East and West (both of whom sup-
ported Iraq in its war against Iran during
the 1980s when Iraq served the useful pur-
pose of confronting the rising tide of Islamic
fundamentalism which threatened 1o sweep
the whole region as a result of the Iranian
revolution).

Small wonder then that President Bush
has had to invoke yet amother principle;
preservation of a “new world order,” in his
list of successive justifications for America's
military intervention in the Gull. But what
is this new world order anyway, and what
implications docs it have for Third Waorld
nations in gencral, and the Arab world in
particular? From all indications, the lerm
quitc aptly describes a unipolar world in
which the political will of the United Slates,
supported by a preponderance of American
military power, can no longer be challenged
with. impunity by smaller nations. In the
context of the U.S.-Iraq confrontation, the
new world order is viewed by many Arabs
as heralding the onset of a process of recolo-
nizdtion of Arab land (through American
military presence) and an unremitting Amer-
ican monopolization of Arab oil resources
Underlying the American move is an over-
riding concern for the preservation of the
status quo in the Arab world, with all its
allendant socioeconpmic and political inequi-
Lies.

It is widely belicved that the speed and
resolve with which the United States moved

Dr, Khalil Barhoum teaches in the de-
partment of linguistics at Stanford Univer-
sity, is a founding member of Alternatives:
Arab Council for Change, and former pres-
ident of the Association of American Arab
University Graduates in California.

against Iraq’s invasion of Kuwail was meant
to thwart any attempt at an Arab solution
for the conflict. Such a solution would no
doubt have led to the political weakening of
the rich Gull mini states -- indeed 10 the de-
light of millions of Arabs who by and large
view these states as simply too decadent and
beholden to the West. The transformation
of these states is regarded by many Arab
nationalists o be somewhat of a sine gua
non for the launching of a new Arab order
committed to an equitable distribution of
wealth across the geopolitical divides of (he
Arab world.

As a result of U.S. military intervention
on behall of the “rich Arab order,” the en
suing Iragi confrontation with the West has
certainly contributed to the rekindling of
Arab nationalism and the fueling of pan-
Arab aspirations (which have reached levels
of intensity not witnessed since the French-
British-Isracli challenge to Egypt's Nasser in
1936).  The present conflict has squarcly
placed the Wesl, especially the United States,
on the side of Arab rulers who have persist-
ently resisted social and political change, and
have shown no inclination toward sharing
their vast uncarncd wealth with less Toru-
nate Arabs. In intervening with so much
zeal and force to “defend Saudi Arabia and
liberate Kuwait,” the United States is con-
veying the dangerously cynical message that
the only Arabs it cares about are those who
are rich and have oil. Most Arabs, mean-
while, have become convinced that if it takes
a confrontation with the West 1o draw atien-
tion to their political and economic gricv-
ances, then so be it, since appealing to the
West's sense of morality (particularly over
lsrael's continued occupation of Arab lands)
has yiclded no positive resulis thus 2. o m—

The Unitcd States in fact secms quite n-
tcnt on maintaining the Arab status quo and
defending the cxcesses of the privileged few
in the Arab Gulf — to the point of even
threatening to go to war for it. The U.S.
position does nol take either the immediate
past or the future of the region into account.
Otherwise it would have been noted that
military solutions have only sown the sceds
for further conflict in the area. Consider
the U.S.-engineered overthrow of the popu-
lar governmeni ol Muhammad Mossadegh in
Iran in 1953 to reinstate the Shah -- an ac-
tion which of course later came to haunt the
United States. Also, Lebanese point (o the
brief American military ongagement n
Lebanon in 1983 on behalf of an unpopular
government (when the Battleship New Jerscy
shelled Eebanese villages, inflicting many
civilian casualtics). That particular incident,
coupled with our tacit support for Isracl's
destructive 1982 invasion of Lebanon and its
conlinucd occupation of one-tenth of that
country, have been directly responsible for
what the West afterward has come 1o label
as “Shi‘ile terrorism.”  Worth remembering
is that the taking of American hostages and
hijacking of American airlincrs by Lebanese
Shi'ites became a much-dreaded reality only
after 1982-1983.

Regardless of how the Gulf crisis is ulti-
mately resolved, one thing /is cerfain: the
Arab world will never be the same, and the
Arabs' relations with the United States will
enter a new critical and more sobering
phase. The region is bound (o undergo polit-
ical uphcavals as a way of rcleasing ever-
building popular pressure and redressing
long-standing social and cconomic incguitics
which have long been tolerated, if not cn-
couraged, by the West, If the United States
decides to go lo war 1o preserve the status
quo, however, it will be setling a new and
extremely dangerous historical precedent in
its' relations with the modern Arab world.

see Arab, page 15
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OPINION

False analogies: 1967 versus 1990

by Uri Davis
Part two of a two-art article

In 1967 as in 1948, lsracl was
wrongly d.i.[}lf[td as David wersus
Goliath.  In (1948,) Isracl Magrantly
violated U.N Sresolutions_and_occu-
pu.d 77 percent uf the [crnlor} af

E_Jlr:.glu_m.iuell beyond the 55 percent
allotied by 1947 U.N. Pelrhlmn
wﬂ,ﬂL 45 porcent for the
Arab state).  In pdmllul in the

course ol the 1948 war, Israel Torc-
|mﬁmnpnlv of the Pal-
estimian population from the lerrito-
fics thal came under ils sovereignly
@ wai come  under  international
law). In 1967 Israel further inflict-
od massive defeal on Egypt, turned
on the Hashemite army in the Wesl
Bank and on the Syrian army in the
Golan Heights. The Israeli occupa-
tion _of | Egyptian_terri

territory (Sinai
insula), Syrian (erritory (Guolan
nd Palestine were likewise
unt wolutlun ol U.N. resolu-

in ﬂ..lL.

eT

“Tsracl no longer occupics the, Sie.
nai Peninsula In October(1973./
Egypt embarked upon a war inilia-
tive aguinsl the continued [sraeli
vecupation. The objct of the Egyp-
tian military mitiative was o imple-
ment U.N. resplutions, in particular

LN, Resolution 242 regarding  the
inadmissibility of acquisition of terri
tory by war The United States did

not mobilize assistance on behull of
Egypl, whose territory has been il-
Iegally occupied by Isragl since i9G7.
Rather, it mobilized massive assist-
ance to the illegal occupier, Israel,
The United States chose to ally itself
firthe farty in violation of the sclf-
same U.N. resolutions which The
U5 government <laims to support.
Withouf 'i}_u—hubL U.S. airlifl of mil
ﬂary_sﬁphﬁ Jlu.Lllv 1o d:r\{n;n on
1RE Sinai Peninsula [ront, the Isracli
army “could have been defeated and a
anIIII\-L‘ Chang_c in the “framewaork,
spiril_and_essence” ol Isracl could

be.

Still, judged by 1967 standards,
lsracl did not win a clear victory in
the 1973 war. As consequence, a
political international process was put
into motion resulting in ‘the Camp
David Accords (1978), ‘the Isracli-
Egyptian peace treaty (1979) and the
complete Israeli withdrawal from the
Sinai Peninsula which was returned
to Egyplian sovereignty (1982).

Israel still occupies Palestine and
the "Syrian Golan Heights, It also
now controls the cntire Gwater) re
sOurces of thé Jordan River basin

Terael fought the 1967 war for
what it perecived 10 be s national
(Zionist) interest, In this regard, Is-
rael’s molive in tmnatmg the 1967 at-
tack on Egypl is similar 1o the Iragi
motive of initiating the 1990 attack
on Kuwait: perceived national inter-

esl :in the: case of Trag, oil interests).

In sasm. international Taw was
gru:jy violated.  One_would, there-

fore, wish (v scc that the same UN.

Dr. Uri Davis is honorary re-
search fellow at the department af
politics, University of Exeter.

sanctions dirccted _against Iraq also
be dirccted _against Isracl. After all,
the lsraeli occupation of Palestine is
23 years long whereas the Iragi oc-
cupation of Kuwail &5 less than six
months long. Effective U N. mea-
sures 1o end the Isracli occupation
are therelore urgent,

I am confident that both in Iht
caset of Israel and in the case of Iraq,
international  intervention, through
the mechanism of U.N. sanclions
and through wn julcrnational  poace
confcrence on the Middle East, can
clfect withdrawal of Iraqi and Israeli
troops from the respective Kuwaiti
and Palestinian occupicd territories.
and sceure the right of sell-determi-

s

nation to the Kuwaiti and Palestinian |

people.

No effective U.N, sanctions arc
dirccted against Israel. Enlightencd
people throughout the world, and in
particular the peoples of the Middle
East, are justificd in concluding that
the immediale application of ef-
fective U.N. sanctions against Irag
(backed by massive U.S. support)
versus the lotal ncglect of U.N.
sanclions against Isracl (due primari-
ly to U.S. categorical rejection) have
less to do with the right of peaples to
sell-determination and more 1o do
with the gquestion of who coniruls

Kuwaiti oil and the power-political

\ Tragi

\ L
) Kuwail.
/ UIJT ‘LH[!TI'IEI'H. IS H| ‘iuppUl’l l.\[ imq

False analogy number two

If Iraq is the aggressor against
Kuwait and Isracl the appressor
against Palesting, arc ol the Pales-
tinian people guilty of duplicity;”in
their popular resistance (o the Isracli
cccupalion on the one hand, and
their  popular  support  for  lrag,
against the U S.-led military alliance
in the Gulf, on the other hund?

This falsehood must be dismissed
at the outsel "ILJIh_Lr the Palustin-
ian peop nog the PLO support the
ion_and_annexation of

Rather, the Palestinian_pop

the U.S-Ted IJIiTi.dl}f |.lu|||lup
e Gull,

~By way of correction an analogy
[ofI{nI.md may illuminate the casc

Finland Stropgled 1o maintain its
independence against Stalin's designs
of annexation. In popular intcrna-
tional political pereeption, the Finn-
ish struggle to maintain nalional in:
dependence 15 depictied in glorious
and heroic terms.  The Finns arc the
virtuous: a small nation successfully
mobilizing to defend cherished valucs
(independence and international law)
against Stalinist imperial designs

The military leader of the strug-
gle (1939-1947), Baron

Mannerheim, iunugurated

Gen.

wats Fin-

take a place of honor and recognition
among the member-states of  the
United Nations. Finland became a
hallmark and an example o follow
for small nations and their struggle
for nutional independence,
Manncrheim is regarded both by his
own people and by the interaational
communily as @ war hero - not as &
war criminal

Finland's success in its struggle

apainst Stalin's dur‘:;__n- of annuxation
wi ld—n_d\-' due to the Finnish alli-
ance with the German Naei Thard
Reich.

“The Palestinians, in the context
of this narrative, arc by analogy of
the Finnse a small people licrecly
committed 1o achicve and maintain
their nationul independence.

The Finns abhorred und
Nazi Idu)ll.M Palestinians abhor
Ba'ath ujwiuby {.u'ltl Ba'ath uimluby
is nol Maz).

“The Finns abhorred and abhor
the annihilation of Jews and non-
Jews in MNari concenlralion camps.
They cvaded German demands o
round up and transfer Finnish Jows
for as long bs they could. Eventual-
ly, a group of eight Jewish people
was rounded up in Turku, They
wore, however, never transported to
Navi concentration camps.  There

wlbshw

balance in the Middle East lond's presjdent, and Fulaod came. seeAnulugies, page 13
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Felicia Langer recognized for her

defense of Palestinian human rlghts

Felicia Langer, the “Ts
wragli alttorney  who  spent
most of her career defending
Palestinian human, civil and
political rights in Israel and
the occupied lerritorics, was
one of this ycar's recipients
of the Swedish Right Liveli-
hood Award.

The 60-yegr-old Langer
was recognized for her con-
tribution to the defense of
human rights and awarded
the prize in a ceremony at
the Swedish Parliament in
Stockholm on Dee. 9, the
day before the Nobel Frize
presentalions.

The awards are
presented annually by the
Right Livelihood Awards
Foundation, a charity set up
on the Isle of Man (British
Isles) with representalives in
England, Sweden and the
United States. They are
granted to people aclive in
the defense of peace, the
environment, social  justice
:md appropriate 1cchno]ng_y

ded to serve h iy
In her acceplance

spcﬁch Lang:r said: “l am
carrying in me the dead_of
my famly, vn:tu:ns of_fas-
cism and Nazmrn ‘who never

had & grave, “and the victims
nf tyranny and oppression of
all continents.

“I am carrying in me
the pain and the sorrow of
the 'ﬁré;ﬁ}ﬁ:iw_{prmd
by the orders ol the gov
ernment of my homeland, u
government, Tike its prede-
cessors, which Fas belrayed
our dead.

~ Langer, who retired car-
lier this year after whal she
ermed a loss of hope lor
1|rﬂ|ng’ Jl.lq'llu. for Palcsiin-
ians in the Isrecli court sys-
1em, deseribed the dilficulty
of Tife for Palestinians under
Isr.n.]: _occopation.  “The

l_(:pu.: on the in-
icrnaiional _ agends,”  said
Langer in_her specch,

“It is unbearable to ig-
nore the human suffering of
a whole people, denied basic
human rights _in the last
decade of our century, @
whole nation withoul any
protection.  Blood s spilled
daily all over the occupied
territories and in lsrael too,
sometimes of innocent Israe-
lis who are falling victim to
Palestinians' revenge for the
government's Catrocities, a
vicious ¢ It: of violence
larning us lnlu 4 nation of
killers and killed, a new
Sparta of thd Middlg. East,

Felicia Langer: Carrying the pain

where the [athers are bury-
ing their sons.

“Among the victims are
those shol 1o death as an
almost - daily  occurrence,
those who were beaten (o
death by soldiers, rhose so-
called ‘wanted" who were
executed, and others, sulfo-
cated by pgas. Victims of
smaller  or  bigger  mas-
sacres.”

The human rights attor-
ney received the award on
the day [’ulcﬁl:nmm marked
the third anniversary of their

cupicd territorics. “Today. is
an  exiremely.  meaninglul
date)” said Langer, “the
ihird anniversary of the Pal-
T ng, the Intifa-
ical message ol
which w.l' and Temains no
to The occupation, yes Lo
independence, yes o peace
wilh Isrucl through establish-
ing a Palestinian state in the
occlipied territorics alongside
Israel.

“But our conseculive
governments, and in particu-
lar the last onc lcading us to
catastrophe, arc determined
107 confinue the belligerent
occupation, contrary 1o the
Law of Nations, and to
break the Intifada, merciless-
ly. They have not succeeded,
because the Intifada is circu-
lating like blood in Palestin-
ian flesh, But they are not
sparing the flesh.”

Langer received a stand-

ing ovation at the conclusion
of her Lmnhnndl spnc..c'h It
was the first time in the his-
tory of the award precenta
iicn. thal a recipient seccived
a sfanding ovation. S )
ebrated her 60th birthday on
the same day she reecived
the award.

Langer 1
from Palestinian _ President
Yamr__r‘_\_ra[al tungraluiaung
her on the award. "Our Pal-
estinian _people  will _never
‘.'n\.ll‘ defense of their
Just ..uuw.‘ = and your defense
prisoncrs and  de-
s owrole Arafat.

The idea and original
funding for the Right Live-
lihbod Awards Foundation
came  from  Jakob von
Uexkull, a Swedish-German
writer and philaiclic expert,
who s director of the foun-
dation and a member of the
European Parliament. The
award was introduced in
1980. The awards are
granted the day before the
Nobels in order 1o gain pub-
licity.

Today the award is

Minded in part from endow-

ment income and by dona-
tions from individuals all
over the world. The yearly
cash award s al least
U.S.5120,000, which is
shared by several recipients.
The cash is awarded for a
specific project, not for per-
sonal usc.

CORRECTION

The photo which appeared
on this page of last week's
issue wis nol of Nabil
Shaath. Our apologies

Apartment for rent

Completely furnished, 2-bedroom apartment with living
room and balcony, centrally heated, private entrance
with garden. In Beit Hanina, not far from main road.

Call (02) 814361

Lack of rain warns of
a drought as farmers
brace for ma jor losses

by Sami Abu Ghazaleh

The lack of rainfall so
far this year may have catas-
trophic ¢ffects on Palestinian
life and agriculture, cxperts
say

Chiel of the weather
foreeasting center in Jericho,
Majed Dajani, says there
have only been three seasons
this dry since 1960, and both
livestock and agriculture arc
presently in danger.

In  addition, natural
springs, like Ain al-Ouj in
the Jericho area, have dried
up, And a further danger is
the appearance, and increase,
in poisonous insccts. These
oblige farmers to use large
quantitics  of  expensive
chemical  insecticides, says
agricultural  engincer and
head of the Palestinian
Apricultural Reliel Commit-
tee lsmail Dulig. The red
spider and the white fly are
common pests in the Jericho
arca. Not Ul‘lhﬂI do lhc}'
threaten crops, but they can
infect people with a virus
they carry.

“The average rainfall in
this country is 100 millime-

ters"a year,” saye DIriq, Sia-

tistics  from the Jericho
Weather Center show  the
greatest rainfall this decade
was 257.7 mm in 1987-1988,
The lowest in 10 years was
85.4, in 1984-1985. Rainfall
this year, however, has been
the lowest all decade, or less
than one percent of the
average:

Du'iq says the potentisl
dangers of this shortfall are
a huge shortage of drinking
water, and a lack of water
for crop urrigation, The land
is also too dry 1o support the
plants and herbs flocks are
dependent on [or grazing,

Palestinian researchers
and cngincers say unusual
atmaspheric  conditions  arc

responsible for the late rain-
fall.  Temperatures have
been high, and much of the
water table has been deplet-
ed. There has also been an
increase in evaporation as
temperatures  have  risen,
Du'ig explains. The end re-
sult is a potential crisis in
fruit and vegetable prices,
and general instability in the
market.

“The destiny and future
of agriculture will be deter-
mined by, and is dependent
on, the period between 1he
coming week and the end of
March,” he says. “If rain
falls in a scattered way, less
than the average, there will
be a definite and almolulc
danger 1o agricullure.”

There is still a chance
for the rainy season o come,
and make up the shortfall.
“If the rains begin (o fall

diately, and ¢
until Dec, 20, the watcr
level will be in the accepl-
able range,” Du'iq explains.
“However, the rains must
come before the period Pal-
estinians call Marba' aniyeh,
meaning 40 days nI n:old nnd

will be & real disasier ™
The disaster  includes

“Eastern winds coming from
Jordan, which will harm the
ining plants, cspecially

g2
in the Jericho Valley which
are directly vulnerable 1o
these winds” Du'ig says.
The catastrophe will not on-
ly effect Palestinians, but Is-
raclis  and  Jordanians  as
well.

But there are some bene-
fis from this year's lae
rainfall. Duw'ig says Farmcrs
may plough their ficlds more
casily before the winler
rains, and the land is softer
when dry, which helps
peasants lo prepare the soil
for their vegetables.
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ARAB AND DIASPORA NEWS

Gulf crisis inflicts massive economic damage on Jordan

by Ralph Dannheisser

Amman, Jordan (USIA) «
Talk with the ordinary Jor-
danian or with some of the
country's leading cconomists
and the view expressed is
the same: their nation has
suffered mure from the fall-+
out of the Gulf crisis than
any other but Kuwait itself.

They cite a wide spec-
trum of economic damage,
from loss of export markets
and a sharp falloff in tourist
trade to the staggering costs
of caring for the flow of
cvacuces [rom Kuwait and
endangered access o the oil
that keeps a modern society
running.

Many blame their prob-
lems, at lcast in part, on
what they see as unfair
treatment by the nations al-
licd against Iraq -- discrimi-
nation thal they say is based
on a mistaken belief that
Jordan's moderate approach
reflects official as well as
popular support for Trag.

The views cxpressed by
the typical worker in busi-
nesses that rely on a sudden-

Iy absent flow of visitors arc
personally-oricated and

direct.

A taxi driver needs liftle
encouragement to  tell  his
troubles to a passenger. 1
have been working since six
this morning, for aimost four
hours,” he says, “and I have

made three Jordanian
Dinars, (worth about
U.5.51.50 apiece)” He

points at his gasoline gauge.
“Now I need JD3 in petrol,”
he says.

The driver makes a
sweeping motion toward the
boulevird ahead. “Look, it
is like a Friday (the normal
‘weekend' day off in Jor-
dan). You sec nobody.”

A small  shopkeeper
complains to a visitor that
he cannot make it, due to
early closing hours imposed
by the government in order
to conserve fuel,

desk clerk at the
Amman International Hotel,
near the university, has a
similar story. The hotel's
occupancy rale is now 17
percent, comparcd with the
nearly 100 percent rate nor-
mal at this season, he says.

Even that is an im-
provement. For August the
hotel had bBeen 15 percent
overbooked in  advance;
when the Iragi invasion of
Kuwait Aug. 2 raised the
threat of a broader conflict,
cancellations swiftly brought
business to a total standstill.

“This has really done
lerrible things to our coun-
Iry," he says, especially at
first “when no one wanted
to come here.” Still, he says,
“you. must live. You must
survive. You cannol sit and

do nothing.”

The cconomists provide
the figures to put the situa-
tion into broader perspec-
live.

Bassam Saket has served
as minister of agriculture
and sccretary general of the
royal Hashemite court. Now
he is chaitman of a pub-
lic-private joint venturc that
operates two major cement
factories.

Saket flatly declares Jor-
dan “sccond after Kuwait in
terms of cconomic losses and
material suffering” from the
Gulf crisis.

Citing government  fig-
ures thal pul the. total pro-
jeeted full-year cost lo Jor-
dan at U.5.53,200-4,200 mil-
lion, he says even those
numbers are underestimates
because they reflect only
static losscs.

While the reduced valuc
of exports may show up as
U.S.5300 million, he says,
that ignores “the dynamics
of the ligures” -- aspects like
the decline in potential jobs
that are associated with the
lost trade opportunity

T

he  re-entry  into  the
country -of 'many Jordunians
who had beecn waorking
Kuwait also carries with it
costs that have nol been
fully accounted for, Saker
says -- including a curtailed

flow of remittances into the
country, the need 10 find
jobs for the returnees and
increased pressure on ser-
vices like health and educa-
tion.

All this is heaped upon
major losses to the country’s
small  business  trucking
operators,  slaggering  in-
Crcases In  insurance rafes
and problems related 1o Jor-
dan’s almost total reliance on
Iraq for oil, he says,

Saket insists that Jordan
has not received proper cred-
it for complying with Unitcd
Nations-ordered sanctions
againsl trade with lrag,
notwithstanding the massive
problems that compliance
creates. As a result, he says,
compensation for the mas-
sive losses has been slow in

coming.
Another business-
man-economist, one ‘with

close ties to the present gov-
ernment, sirikes a  similar
theme, '\

The man, who asks tha
his name not be used, says
Jordan has fared far worse
in terms of allied reim-
bursement for losscs than
anyone else, despite a higher
level of suffering that the
sanctions impose.,

While gross monctary
losses may be on a par with
those incurred by the other
front-line states - Egyp and
Turkey — he says, those nat

tions can spread the cffect
over a far larger population,
They cach have some S0
million people while Jordan
numbers only 3 1w 3.5 mil-
lion, he says. Thus, he noles,
the losses amount to perhaps
4 1o 6 percent of the gross
nalional product to Egypl
and Turkey, but a siaggering
30 to 50 pereent of Jordan's
GNP,

He  readily  identifies
what he sces as the problem:
while the government of
King Hussein has been clear
in rejecting the Tragi inva-
sion and annexation of Ku-
wail, it has consisicntly
pushed for a diplomatic solu-
tion and opposcd the build-
up of outside forces in the
region.

Al the same lime, cle-
ments of the press and pub-
lic have been vocal in theic
support of Iraqi President
Saddam Hussein, clouding
the fact that a “silent major-
ity" backs the goverament.

The resull, he says, is
that “people outside Jordan
confuse what the press and

the man in the strcel say”
with the official position of
the government

Thus hclp has beoen slow

¥
in. coming, he says, aoling
that only U.5.317 million
has  been  componsated ol

some U.S$.$1,500 million in
demonstrable losses so far -
thuugh another
U.5.5150-190 million is ex-
pected  shortly  from  Japan
and Germany.

Like Saket, he  wvoices
concern that failure o ad-
dress Jordan's nceds could
eventually  undermine  the
government's stand,

“If there is a  scrious
economic  crisis in Jordan,
then the man in the street
will look at the government
and  say, ‘Why should you
implemeni. _sonctions  any
more?’ The farmer in the
Jordan Valley who is going
bankrupl because he can't
sell his tomatoes 1o Irag will
say, ‘Why should 1 continue
W sce my tomatoes rot? I'm
going 1o break the sane-
tions," " he says.

Jawad Anani, 3 consult-
ing cconomist who formerly
held posis as  minister of
supply, of labor, and of in-
dustry and trade, says the
cconomic  crisis could not
have come al o Wworse ume
for his country.

He notes thay Jordan, al-
wiily suffering from declin
cdrnings, pricc

and cscalating
uncmployment,  was in  the
midst of implcmenting an
adjustment plan worked out

ing  forcign

increases

with the World Bank and
International Monectary
Fund,

“In the first hall of this
year, we thought we were
making i,” Anani says.
“The inflation rate dropped
from 25 percent in 1989 o
12 percent, and we  hoped
for 1.5 percent real growth
in GNP comparcd with a
minus 1 1o 2 percent the
year before,”

But continued improve.
ment depended on growth in
cxports, on further receipt of
some LS. 3500 million a
year in aid from Gull coun-
Irics, on  increasing remil-
lances from Jordanian work-
ors abroad. “When the Gull
crisis crupted, all these were
thréatened,” he says.

Still Anani is cautiously
optimistic. I would make a
bet on the [aet that war
would not 1ake place, there
i5 ample room for negolia-
tion,” he says. And if there
is no war, he says, “1 am not
worried about the Jordanian

ceonomy.”

Even il a resolution
camo quickly, Anani
ncknowlodges,  “we  will
spend al Teast two years Iry-
g o convilesee.” But after
that, he says, steady im-
provement could  be  ex-
pected.

Differences reconciled in two hours

by Ghassan Bishara

Washington — [t took only
two hours at the White
House Dec, 11 1o straighten
out the sirained relations be-

lween U.s. President
George Bush and his guest
Israeli Prime Minister
Yitzhak Shamir, After the
mecting, Shamir  expressed
full satisfaction  with the
U.5. stand on the Middle

East and pledged his coun-
try's support for ongoing
American efforts to resolve
the Gulf crisis.

Considering thal Shamir’s
visil to Washington was nol
an official ong, his two-hour
meeting with President Bush
al the White House was a
great achievement. In addi-
tion to the meeting with
Bush, Shamir had talks with
Secretary of State James
Baker and Defensc Sccretary
Dick Cheney. He also saw
congressional  leaders  and
other influential Americans.

Shamir's busy schedule
reflected the unique, power-
ful and multifaceted rela-
tionship between Israel and
the United States. Israel is
the recipient of the greatest
sharc of U.S. foreign aid
and the bencficiary of

American  profetion i s

Israeli Prime Minister Shamir with U.S. President Bush.

ternational forums.

Though Shamir's  visit
ook place after long months
of tension and disagree-
menis, it brought the parties
closer together, ironed out
all differences and set them
back on their normal coop-
erative course.

For the past 10 months,
Israeli- American relations, at
the very best, were unusual-
ly bumpy, mainly due o dif-
fering approaches to peace
efforts and other events in
the region. During the past
10 months, the two leaders
reportedly didn’t speak even
once over the telephone.
weus Fhe«falling oul. goes. back

to when lsrael rejected its
own “Shamir Plan” for Pal.
estinian elections in the oc-
cupicd  territorics,  which
America supporied. Baker,
in a dramatic exchange of
wouds, gave Isracli officials
the White House tclephone
number and told Israel to
call when 0t was serious
about peace, Then the Israe-
li government-financed take-
over of St. John’s Hospice
in  Jerusalem's Old City
dragged the relations be-
tween Isracl and the Umied
States 10 a new low.

Then with the Tragi in-
vastion of Kuwait, the
‘oo see Dilferences.,. pugo 157
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ISRAELI SCENE

Get out of Gaza, now

Who the hell needs Gaza?
By Ariela Ringel-Hoffman
Yediot Ahronot. 7 Days
December 7, 1990

Six hundred” and fifty thousand
people are crammed into the Gaza
Strip, a narrow strip of about 45 by
8.5 kilometers, The greatest density
in the world. And an army of chil-
dren conduct their war. In the year
2000, in another 10 years, the pum-
ber of Gaza residents will reach 1
million, Even il the birthrate de-
clines in the coming 10 years, life
expectancy will increase and balance
the drop in births, Nearly 60 percent
of the population is under the age of
19, and 77 percent is under the age
of 29. They read newspapers, watch
television, and they knmow that this
place is closing in on them, that it
can’t get any worse. And they feed
the Intifada.

Every year, 17,000 children are
born in Gaza. Every year, about
5,000 new families arc started. Only
about 40 percent of these families
find housing. The rest attach a
couple more tin walls, cover them
with a tin roof, lay down a couple of
maltresses and raisc children.

The pumber of children born
there in flive weeks is equal o the
total number of Jewish seullers in the
Strip. In all of Gush Katif,

Gaza has no land reserves for
building. The total amount of agri-
cultural land in production will con-
tinue to drop, from 175,000 dunums
lo 148,000 dunums

The demand for water will risc,
sources of water will dwindle, and
the quality of water will continue to
decline -- because of infection and
disease. Israel will be forced 1o
provide water for the Gaza Strip,
and there won't be any place to
bring it from. And we're not talking
aboul water for agriculture, we're
talking about drinking water.

The Islamic movement, according
w the predictions, will continue 1o
gather strength. 1t will become more
and more difficult for Israel to con-
trol the situation on the ground

In December 1987, Shimon Peres
spoke of pulling out of Gaza, what
was called “Gaea first.” In Guza,
they 1alk of “Holy War now."” and
PLO activists talk about the noose
tymng the two people together. Off
the record, they say the grave you
dug Tor us will swallow you too.

.o

Three years of the Intifada, 23
years of Israeli oceupation. Gaza is &
bad place to live, a bad place to do
reserve duty. At the end of Ociober,
@ company of combat engineers fin
ished 32 days of reserve duty. At the
cnd of November, a paratroop com-
pany was rcleased from duty” This
week, after getting out of there, after
returning their weapons (o the store-
room, aller turning over their ve-
hicles, the soldiers and officers from
(he two companies signed pelitions
calling on the prime minister and Lhe
defenss minister to pull the army out

of Gaza City,

Elon Oran, 41, first sergeant, ot
20 men from his company to sign the
following _petition: “We the undcr-
signed, citizens with varying political
belicfs, who have donc our army
Service in @ reserve company in Gaza
City, call for the withdrawal of the
army from population centers in the
city. We believe that the presence of
the army causes y friction
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with the local residents, inflames the

Intifada, and ily endang

the lives of soldiers serving there,”
Liculenanis Mossi Raz and Zvika

Barness, company c ders, both

25, gol 1ZofTicers from their compa-
ny and [rom a reserve armored bat-
talion to sign a similar petition. “We
are expressing, as cilizens of the statc
who represent a range of positions
on the Isracli political spectrum, our
protesi against the presence of Lhe
army in the Gaza Strip. In our esti-
mation, there is no logical basis, eco-
nomic or military, for ruling the
750,000 residents of the Strip - a
rule which increases the deep hatred
between the peoples, with no solution
on the horizon."

Both pelitions. were sent to the
Prime Minisicr's Office and the Min-
istry of Delense. The signers of the
two  pelitions don’t know one un.
other. They didn’t know one another
befare, and they don't know one an-
other pow. It wasn't a matter of
prior coordination or common plan-
ning. The news of the “Soldiers’ Pe-
tition” was publicized only afier the
“Officers’ Petition” had’ reached the
Prime Minister’s Office.

Thirty-two signatures. The sol-
diers’ petition was signed by attorney
Elon Oron, a leftist. The conscience
of the company, they tell me. But
when it was necessary to fight off
hundreds of residents in one of the
demonstrations  that followed the
events on the Temple Mount (the
Oct. 8 killing of 17 Palestinians by
Israeli police in al-Haram al-Sharif),
he fired like the rest. The petition
was also signed by Rami Calderon,
who the guys call Calder-Norris,
after Jack Norris. An elevator engi-
neer, @ mghtist, a stubborn soldier,
tireless when it comes lo chasing
down stonc throwers, he said that
Gaza is the closed ward of a nut-
fiousc, and he doesn't understand
why he has (o be there. And also
Nissan Ivri signed. A buicher, who
now says leave me alone, [ was
drunk. And systems analyst David
Sheffer also signed, but now he de-
nies if.

Company Commander  Shmuel
Berkowitz, an attorney, didn't sign
because he believes that as com-
mander, he shouldn't be involved in
matters about which there is a dif-
ference of opinion among the sol-
diers. Law professor Baruch Bracha
didn't sign. More than half the sol.
diers didn't sign. Some because
they've had it with petitions, and
somé because they disagreed with
whal was wrilten.
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Elon Oron’s unit, commanded by
Berkowitz, was stationed on Nasser
Street, one of the main strects of
Gaza. Gray houses, exposed cinder
block, some of them unfinished.
Stores on the ground floor, residences
on the upper floors. A wide,
Iwe-lane street, crumbling after three
vears of Intifada.

In the early morning hours, the
street is full of children going to
school, Later, the women g0 outl o
shop. In the afternoon, the children
come home. In the afternoon, if
there is no curfew, Gaza spills out
onto the street. At 800 p.m., they
shut up in their houses, A few trees,
but no flowers.

Army vehicles patrol the length
of the street, Making sure the road
isn't blockaded, that a demonstration
doesn’t suddenly cxplode., They drive
slowly in armored vehicles, stones
bouncing off the plexiglass. Every
alley is numbered. After a few days,
every alley is familiar. They know,
for example, that it's impossible 10
pass Alley 19 without catching a
stone,

They know the alleys, they know
the people. Early in the morning,
when the children come out, they

leave. They also leave when the
children come home. Less [riction,
less reason to shoot.

Here and there they conduct Tiule
conversations. Come on goys, enough
for the day, one of the reservists
shouts. The children laugh. During
chases, the children update the sol-
diers: This isn't 70 melers, they
shout, you're not allowed 1o shoot,

It sounds like a game. IU's far
from being one. During the course
of a month, they were the target of
three Molotov cocktails, three air
conditioner  compressers, a  dis-
assembled car engine, cinder blocks,
steel rods, stones. And those who
threw them meant to hit. And those
who meant to hit hoped to kill. They
sat there during @ month of the
Temple Mount, Baka (a Jerusalem
suburb where three Israelis were
stabbed 1o death by a Palestinian),
Saddam Hussein.

Orom: “At a very carly stage,
people grasp that the most important
thing they can do there is to make
surc they don’t caich a cinder block
on the head or skewer themselves on
barbed wire that someone strung
across  the road at  nmight  ar
neck-height. How to get through this
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month, to stay alive, and not 1o kill
anyone cither

“The Molotov cocktails, for ex-
ample, we caught in the predawn
hours. We went oul to guard onc of
the streels, so the workers could go
to work in peace. On the way back,
we saw Lhree flames explode between
the first and second jeeps. They were
the first Molotov cocktails in the city
after a long period of relative guict
Everyone of us knows what happens
when a bomb like that falls on you
in the pep, and what a soldier looks
like after a Molotov cocktail ,”

“We've been to Megiddo al-
ready,” Oron says. “We guarded the
prison there. We were in Khan
Yunis, now we're here, All the time
1 looked for someone who would
come and explain 10 me what I'm
doing here, why Gaza is necessary,
and what il contributes lo the securni-
ty of the state of Israel, someone
who will justify running around here
like auts, What is the reason for all
the military power invested in the
ficld. All the time I thought: T have
an office, I have clicnts, 1 have work
to do, and I'm sitting in this place,
and 1 know if something happens, to
me of o someone else, it will be a
crime. A loss without any justifica-
tion

Gaza runs from roadblock 1o
roadblock. Every few kilometers, a
roadblock. Also on the road that
goez around the city to Gush Katif.
Nearby, military fortifications have
sprung up to protect the roadblocks.
They sit in the [onifications, onc of
the soldiers says, and walch the road.
Onc day, \wo Arab lccnagers ap-
proached the fence. They were hold-
ing some objects in their hands. For
a moment, they scemed to be hand
grenades. They made motions as if
they were going to pull out the pins,
and the soldier put his finger on the
trigger. It look another second or
two until he realized that they were
putting on a show with two cans of
Coca Cola.

More than they check the Arab
cars that go by, HZ says they
make sure that the Israeli cars know
where they are going. In the eve-
ning, they travel in convoys of at
least Iwo cars. During the day there
have to be at least two persons in
every car.

One eye looks to the side, the
other looks behind. H.Z. says that
the only ones who continue to drive
around, as if they were going to the
beach or in Tel Aviv, are the sct-
tlers. Women from Gush Katif drive
on the Gaza bypass road with cars
full of children, alone. They argue
with the commanders of the road-
blocks when they are told to wait for
an escort vehicle.

They brought us here, he says, o
protect Gaza because there are Jews
living here. In the end, we all pro-
tect our asses first, we all want lo get
home safely. And the question that
doesn't stop running around in our
heads is: What the hell are we doing
here?

Rami Calderon calls himsell a
rightist, Calderon was the first to
agree to sign Oron’s petition, And
the guys said: Il Calderon signed,
we'll sign too. “We didn't kill any-
body,” he says. “We didn't break

any heads, but after being there for
a month, 1 understand where the Gi-
vati trials came from. It's frustrat-
ing, nerve-racking reserve duty. I
want the person who senl me 1o
Gaza 1o decide what he wants me 1o
do ‘there, except 1o be an easy target
for the forces of the Intifada. 1 don't
understand why I have 1o 1ake peo-
ple out in the middle of the night w
erasc graffiti that will be wrillen
again tomorrow. Why should 1 care
if they take down Palestinian flags
that will be flown again lomorrow?
Why do I have to chase after a
10-year-old child when peaking from
behind him are anocther 20 like
him?"

the samc conversation, thal armics
caught in similar situations [ell
apart, I am happy, he told them, that
this hasn't happened to the IDF [Is-
rael Defense Forces].

The paratroopers were stalioned
in the village of Jabalya. They per-
formed a task similar to the onc per-
formed by the guys in the combat
cogincer  battalion, what's  called
“continuous security.” Jecp patrols,
foot patrols, more sophisticated
action. Among the orders they re-
eeived was one to patrol the Jabalya
village market. They quickly learned
that every time they entered the
market, they aroused a little Intifada.

There are two

possibilities:

Kill or get out

of there.

According to Calderon, there are
iwo possibilities: Kill or get out of
there, And because 1 don't wanl lo
kill anybody, he says, I want (o get
oul of there, And all the rest is
acrobatics.

There is another way of presenting
things. Company Cr der
Berkowitz says “We completed 32
days in Gaza without one killing,
withoul any ol our forees being hurl.
It was made clear to the soldicrs,
more than once, that it wasa't a mut-
ter of suppressing the Intifada. This
can'l be donc by military mcans,
withoul damaging our basic moral
norms. It is a mauer of lowering the
level of mulual violence and Irying
to allow people, to the extent that it
is possible, to lead normal lives in
this place.”

They sal there a month. Talked
about open reflusal to serve, clandes-
tinc refusal to serve. They lalked
about Prof. Yeshiyahu Lcibowit.
Had s few heated argumenis. In the
end, they came up with the petition.
It isn’t a matter of refusing to scrve,
they say. Our unit did reserve duty
in Khan Yunis in February and now
in Gaza. Il they call us buck here
next year, we'll come. And anyway,
the army isn't the focus of the com-
plaints raised in the petition, we just
want someone to tell us who needs
Gaza.

Goza 1990. They don't break
arms and legs. From December 1987
to April 1988, for cxample, Gaza's
Shifa Hospital registered 199 cases
of broken limbs. They don’t shoot at
masked activists any more,

They give preparatory talks to
battalions coming in. They talk to
them about lowering the level of vie-
lence. No one talks anymore about
liquidating the Intifada. They also
don't tell the soldiers who needs
Gaza and for what purpose.

Chief of the Southern Command
Matan Vilnai participated in a con-
versation with the paratroop balial-
ion that produced the officers’ peti
tion. They asked him who needs
Gaza and what are we doing here,
That’s a political question, Vilnai re-
plied, and 1 won't respond to it. His-
tory teaches, he told them later in

Therefore, they ook the market off
their itinerary. When they mel with
Vilnai, they said they didn't under-
stand what the point of going to the
market was. There is no  paoint,
Vilnai said, unless there is a particu-
lar incident.

Despite the clear instructions not
to create provocations, onc of the
companies cntcred Beit Hanoun on
the day that news reached the village
about a pnsoner who committed sui
cide (sic) in the Gaza jail. In the
village, there was talk that the pris-
oncr had been murdered, The com-
pany that went in found iuscll sur-
rounded by an angry mob. Who is
the idiol that sent us in here. shouled
one of the soldicrs. The rescue of the
company coded with a villager being
killed .

Beit Hanoun, Mossi Raz says, is
a microcosm of Gaza. There was nu
point 1o being in Beil Hanoun, and
there is no poinl o being in Gaza,
The army should get itsell out of
there.

AL the same lime that the para-
troop battalion lefl  Gaza, Avi
Farhan, Li. Col. (Res.), also linished
his reserve duty in the Strip. As a
civilian, Farhan is a spokesperson for
Tchiya, and hc lives in  Alci-Sinai,
not far from Gara City. Farhan was
stationed with his battalion in Khin
Yunis. And he knows who needs
Gaza, According lo him, G s
needed by the residents of Sderot
and Ashkelon, the kibbutzint in the
northern Negev, and cveryone who
will be the targel of the katyushas
that will start [alling when the army
leaves Gava.

Those who want (o leave Gaza,
Farhan says, will have to decide to
leuve the Galilee and Jerusalem --
and Ramat Gan too, "after the inci-
dent on Bus 66. For him, Gaxza is a
metaphor. Those who signed the pe-
tition claim 1o be coming from the
ficld, he says, but I'm coming from
the samec place. And 1 know Lhat
you have to come up for air. For
him, it's a war, & war for the whole
shebang. And the army should nip
these petitions in the bud, he says

lsrael has voting booths, and there
everyone can express their opinion.
Nol in uniform and through the
ranks.

A little more than three years
ago, we came o Gaza flor a few
days, before the Intifada, when you
could still come in a car with a yel
low [Isracli] license plaie. In the
Jabalya refugee camp, we met a foot
patrol, six or seven soldiers hopping
over the streams of sewage, with lit
tle children running after them. It
was a hot day, without a breath of
wind, and the soldiers were cxireme-
ly tired.

Col. Efraim Karni, then com-
mander of Gaza, called 1o one of the
soldiers. Soldier, he said, why aren't
you holding the bunt of your rifle?
How many years can you keep hold-
ing the butt of a rifle, the soldier
said. Ten years, 15 years? Your hand
gets tired,

There is a tired hand in Gaza.
Holding the butt of a riflc for oo
many years led lo the two pelitions.
There is a hand that writes the leal-
lets signed by the United Command
calling for the intensification of the
struggle, There is Lthe hand of Avi
Farhan, who knows thc answer 1o
the question of who nceds Gava, and
therc is the wise hand of Malan
Vilnai, who knows the limits of
power.

And there is Gara

Claude Lonzmann, who made the
muovic  Shoah (Holocaust), visited
Gazaa little While ago. When he got
i the Jobalys roluges camp, b
laoked around in amazoment. Tell
me, he asked the person cscorting
him, have your minisiers been here?
Dedi Zucker says that, just like the
Likud organizes tours of the Waest
Bank, thc Labor Parly should bring
people lo Gaza, so that they can sce
wilh their own cyes cxactly what Lhe
siluation is.

Au ugly strip, with a bit more
than 2,000 Jews, not the land of our
fathers, and not the narrow waist of
the state of Isracl. A sirip that ean't
support its hundreds of thousands of
residents and has no allernative 1o
offer them. Morce than hall its resi-
dents are refugees with no plice 10
o and no place 1o carn their daily
bread.  They are by ncecssity
altached to lsracls navel, and no-
body wanis them. Not Egypt cither,
which snuck out of Gaea through the
Camp David Agreement.,

"

The petition of the soldiers from
the combat cogineers battalion: wus
signed by Elon Oron and Rami
Calderon: Oron who docsn’t want o
be in Gaza at all, and Calderon who
wants them to let him take his finger
off the trigger. Only the Intifada
could bring them togethor as signces
of the same peition.

In the end, they both say the
samc thing, the same |hiqg that the
paratroopers say: Gaza isn'l ours,
The land isn't ours, the houses aren’t
ours, the sewers aren’t ours. And be-
sides, they don’t want us here

It's not ours, they say, and they
know that if there was a simple solu-
tion, somcbody, obviously, would al-
ready have found it. What will the
Gazans do il we leave, someong from
the army says, drink scawater, cal
sand? Gaza is our punishment.
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FEATURE

“Softly does it" is now the motto
for Jewish settlers trying to force
Palestinians out of the Old City of
Jerusalem. The spate of violent at-
tacks by settlers that Tollowed the
al-Agsa massacre has now been dis-
avowed by some scttler leaders in
favor of subtler tactics, Whilst some
sctlers pursuc_a policy of violent
harassment of Palestinians, others are
quietly trying to “persvade” home-
owners lo sell, citing the harassment
as a reason to move, But however
their means ditfer, their ends remain
the same: the eventual expulsion of
Palestinians from the Old City.

“The disastrous attempt by a sel-
tler group to take over the St. John's
Hospice in lhc Old City's Christian
Quarier_in_April of this year drew
the atiention of (he international
media at the hc1gh1 of Easter holy
week. The action, partly funded by
the Tsraeli g %uu.rnmcnl, brought con-
demnation from heads of all Chris-
tian communities inside the Old City,
and from many Christians abroad,
and subjected the Jewish seillement
strategy in the Old City to intense
serutiny .

Residents of the Muslim Quarter
now lestily to a low-level campaign
involving offers of blank checks and
imcessant  persuasion by  Jewish
frontmen, in addition o the use of
Arab collaborators as middlemen. At
the same time, settlers are subjecting
residents to attacks and harassmeni.

The al-Aqsa massacre on Oct. 8
was.lhe signal for mobs. of lsraeli
sertlers (o rampage. Eyewilnesses re-
ported plain-clothed gunmen wearing
kipas {5kul|u\p$] hunting Falestinian
youths in the narrow streets, far
from ihe mosque compound. Some
were shol and injured, and 27-year-
old Ol Clty resident Aﬁmad Khahd]
was mortally wounded _near (h the Huly
‘i.;iu]dm. Chusch.

Isracli purnaiu;l Emmanuel
Rosen wrote in Md'ariv the day
afler of “a consensus ... of violenl
hatred of Arabs" among the residents
of the Jewish Quarter. One, a yeshi-
va student, “opincd that 'the border
guards were just wonderful,! adding
with a huge smile on his lage:
“Twenty, 20 Arabs killed,’

Hamnmh Kastiro and hiz family
of T Tive in Agbat al-Khaldiveh
neighborhood of the Old City, _the
front line of the campaign to Judaize
the Muslim Ouarfer, and were (he
worst hit by settler violence on the
day of the massacre. Acting on the
advice of the police, Kastiro and his
family, along with other local resi-
dents, Tied their homes, feaning for
their lives. At around 11:30 that
night their home was [ircbombed.
Kasliro says, “We lost our clothes, all
our belongings . ... everything” after
the blaze guttéd their home,

The family are now subjcted to
frequent uninvited visits by a man
calling himsell Ezra Eliyahu. “He
just walks in, demands tea and
makes  himself al  home”  says
Kastiro. “He# keeps on asking me
when | am going to scll up. Bul we
know he's working with the” Shuyu
Banim religious school and we'll
never sell ™

The Kastiro [amily shares an en-
tranceway with the notorious Shuvu
Banim, a yeshiva for alleged born-
again Jewish criminals who serve
half their prison sentences there. The

Stealthy settlement in
Jerusalem’s Old City

by Stuart Young

Israell fanatics marching through the streets of Jerusalem's Old City.

inmates of Shuva Banim are well-
known for their violent and uncom-
promising bchavior., Kastiro claims
the seitlers have threaiened his Jife
and The Tives of his children in order
o Torce Them oul, and is sure they
were responsible for the attack, The
poliee réacfion, Kasliro complains,
!]-'1“3 I‘L‘.UI'I nonexistent .

Just two wecks ago,  wilnesses
saw a settler strike a child playing in
the street with a metal bar, The boy
escaped permanent injury and, as
with “every single casc in the long

history of aftacks, no one was ar-
rested or questioned. Local people
testify to an apparent complete Jack
of desire on the part of police to
gate acts of v by Shuvu
Banim and other settlers. Residents
claim this is contrasted by aggressive
behavior toward all  Palestinians
present when a scuffle breaks out in
the street, even if it is plainly obvi-
ous that they are the victims.

An illustration of police partiality
was given by Teraeli® journalist
Nahum Barnca, writing in Yediot
Ahronot. Barnea descfibed how, on
the day of the massacre, a group of
abont 30 haredi (ultra-orthodox)
males, aged between 13 and 25, who

in’

claimed to be from nearby yeshivas,
ran wild, throwing stones at the win-
Jows of Palestinian_houses. “An old
Arab peasant woman passed by. She
hesitated, and yet decided to pass by
the gang. She carried a box of black
grapes, which she apparently had had
no opportunity to sell because of the
slaughter. The youngsters first spat
on her, then hit her on the back,
then pulled her  breasts, until she
somehiow managed fo extricate her-
sell from them. The box fell and the
grapes scattered over the pavement."

Barnca continuess “Then a pla-
toon of border guards arrived on the
scene. The youngsters immediately
complained that Arabs had attacked
them. But the border guards had no
palicnce for them, ‘Go home at
once,” shouted the platoon command-
er. ‘But-why don't you shoot at the
Arabs? asked one from the gang.
‘Because [ know lhal it was you who
attacked,’ tig_c o
while moving away.’

Commenting on the events of the
day, Isracli mayor of West Jerusalem
Teddy Kollek fold the Isracli daily
M ariy that the students of the sev-
eral religious schools in the Muslim
Quarter “have the custom o urinate

on their Muslim neighbors.” Yei res-
idenis ol & al-Khaldiyeh speak of a
much more serious history of vio-
lence and intimidation by the occu-
pants _of _ “Shuvu _ Banim, including
stones thrown into the street below,
atiacks on children, persistent death
threats, and the throwing of raw
scwage onto their houses. Shuvu
Banim also allows raw sewage (o col-
lect_in pools and o scep through
their Arab neighbors’ ceilings. When
4 group of houscholders approached
Shuve Banim for a contribution to-
ward the repair of their sodden roofs,
the settlers attacked them. When the
municipalily refused to help pay, res-
idents had 1o put up U.S.56,000
themselves, Two months later, the
Shuvu Banim inmates dug anothcr
channel, Mooding the repairs.

Palesfinian  residenis  also  com-
plain of noisy religious ceremonies
involving the banging of gongs and
drums, loud singing and dancing late
at night. “They are just Irying 1o
make our lives unlivable," says
Hayel Sanduga, head of the Neigh-
borhood Defense Commiltee,
Sanduga says Pal have con-
structed fences on the roofs to stop
the settlers from using them as
walkways, and wire shiclds to protect
themselves from stone attacks. He
also points 1§ another, more alarm-
ing, factor. “Shuvu Banim are just a
bunch of criminals put in the middic
of our neighborhood. Bul Aterct
‘Cohanim are the most dangerous be-
causc they buy the houses.™

—XTeret Cohanim g the - most
active of the four Jewish settlement
groups. There are around 100 Aterel
Cohanim yeshiva studenis housed in
the Muslim Quarter. Aside from
Shuvu Banim there are iwo other
groups with around 30 members
cach: Torat Cohanim and The
Young lsrael Movement, the latter
headed by Rabbi Nahman Kahane,
brother of the slain Jewish far-right
extremist Meir Kahane. Torat
Cohanim is attended by young Or-
thodox Jews who join yeshivas
instead of doing army serviee. In
contrast, Ateret Cohanim students
openly carry weapons in the street,
and scrve in elite regiments of the
army. Ateret Cohanim means “the
crown of priests” in Hebrew, and the
title reflects the devotion of followers
fo fhe study of priestly rituals of the
Second Temple, in preparation for
the destruction of the Dome of the
Rock Mosque, al-Haram al-Sharif,
and the construction in ifs place of
the Third Temple.

Ateret Cohanim has strong links
with Awra Leyoshna, the "Society
for the Renewal of Jewish Settlement
Throughout the Old City of Jerusa-
lem,” which acts as a real estate con-
sortium for, the settler groups. Jour-
nalist Mick Dumper writing in Mid-
dle East Imernational described
Afara Leyoshna activities as “locat-
ing, buying, pressuring Palestinian
residents to leave and renovating
property in order to build up a Jew-
ish presence in the Muslim Quarter.”

Adoan Husseini, of the Islamic
Wagf (Trust), the authority respon-
sible for Muslim religious property in
the Old City, says 44 propertics in
{he Muslim Quarter have been scized
since 1978, including the Tankaziyeh

see Settlement, page 15
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CULTURE

One actress has commanded the
altention of both audiences and erit-
ics during the currently running Je-
rusalem Festival of Palestinian Thea-
ter at the Al-Masrah theater in East
Jerusalem. Besides being one of only
a few Palestinian actresses, Siham
Ghazaleh's performances have re-
Meeted @ high level of awareness,
education and cxpericnce.

“1 like 10 be successful” says
Ghazaleh. “I am very happy when |
hear the audicnce applaug. And the
sweetest kisses are thase which I re-
ceive from my audience following
the performance.”

Ghazaleh.  says  she  always
dreamed’ of being an actress when
she was a girl i Beit Jala, and be-
licves she has chosen the right path
for realizing her beliclfs. “I did not
want lo become another Marilyn
Monroe. chased by cameras. As |
always told my family and [riends, 1
simply wanted to deliver a message
1o the audience.”

The actress believes  Palestinian
theater plays an active role in the na-
tional life, and is a means of cduca-
lion and awarcness-raising, as well as
ideological mobilization and the re-
fining of epirit and emotion. What
adds 1o her happiness, she noles, is
that her audience comes from various
classes in the socicly who all admire
her art,

Ghazaleh was deeply inllucnced
by Egyptian artists in  her carly
childhood. as many Arab youths
were. W she was in primary
achool. she sang Egyptian songs, and
wrole songs which she sang with lo-
cal folkloric music. “1 fell arl in me,
but did not know how it could be
best brought to light,” she recalls.

Though she look part in school
activitics, Ghazaleh says her icachers
chose others for the important parts.
She still recalls how painful il was,
and thinks it was becaus¢ she came
from a poor family, not a socially
prominent one. "That made mec fecl
oppressed,” she says.

Growing up in a conservative
family in the West Bank town of
Beit. Jala, things were very difficult
for Siham when she decided 1o be-
come an actress. She recalls that
when she Tinished secondary school
and told her father she wanted to
study theater, he became furious. He
wis deeply upsct that his daughter
wanted Lo be an actress.

Facing the obstacle of her
father's disapproval, she decided to
study English at Bethlchem Universi-
ty. "I thought the material would be
closest 1o theater. 1 would be able o
study drama and rcad Shakcspeare
and other playwrights. 1 was still
convinced | would dedicate myselfl o
theater one day,” she rcealls.

Ghazaleh was clected to lead the
Arts Club at the university, which
gave her (he opportunily to organize
and act in & number of plays. These
brought her the admiration of stu-
dents, and strengthencd her resolve
lo become an actress. For four years,
she was actively involved in cultural
festivals and plays, while trying 1o
convince her family these activitics
were part of her curricula and aca-
demic requirements

I was the Palestinian  actor

Ceorge el who made 1t casier

fur her fumily 1o wccept her carcer
chaice. Ghavaleh is very thankful 1o

Siham Ghazaleh fought all
odds to become what she
always wanted to be

by Khalil Touma

Siham Ghazaleh in her dressing room ut Al-Masrah theater.

him. “"George and his lamily were
our neighbors, and my Tamily always
respected Gieorge, so they listencd (o
h;m Whua hu ‘\F’(!Li—' *—"“V‘l“LI]\_L‘[\r
about my pining the theater” she
says. Even as o high school student,
CGicorge had taken her o rehearsals
and hmughl her home, :ollr.v'l.wlmr,
much of her family’s Tears und suspi
civns,

“The serious  problem  staricd
when I graduated Trom the universi-
ty," she says, “But | had 10 make o
decisive choice und 1 did. 1 chose the
theater with all my heart and 1o this
day 1 enpy the experience.”
Ghazaleh adds that she s no longer
responsible to hersell or her family
but w those who come o see her
perform,

The actress has alko heen a
teacher of cultural studics Tor mine
years. The course she teaches covers
world history and  philcsophy, for
students in a onc-year diploma pro-
gram - al the Jerusalem  YWCA,
Ghazalch says taking heater serious-
ly does not keep her from her other
dutice as an edveator. “Not for o
moment would 1 el my theater wor
rics wasie any of my stedems’ time,”
sho says. Her devotion as o teacher
“was always an incenlive for my
family and other people lo respect
my art, and 1o have conflidence in
me," she notes. Now Ghazaleh no-
tices her students and their familics
are among her permanent audicnce,

Ghuzalch is vptimistic about the
future of local theater, "1 don't dis-
regard the pitfalls, but I am con-
vinced there is a Palestinian theater
movemenl, dependent on enormous
personal  efforts.”  Writers  have
drawn on local cxpericnees, she says,
for both content and new technigues,
As g messure of the development of
theater in the oceupicd territorics,
Ghazaleh ciies the currently running

festival, providing  audicnces with
plays for an entire month, Butl she

belicyes Palestinian NSt ons

should be more supportive of local
theater.

Compared 1o other Arab  coun-
trics, she belicves committed Palestin.
in theater s well advanced. The
pliys currently showing in Jerusilom
are far superior, Ghazaleh argues, to
the  Egyptian  and  other  plays
presented on television, and which
enpy the support of the regime they
were produced under, “They are a
waste of the people's ime and ener-
gy, and dlmist otally Lk content,”
she suys .

Ghavaleh  belicves i women's
potentiul 1o reshape socicty one day
But today, n spite of the faer that
Palestimian - women. have  achicved
some leading roles in socicty through
paricipating in the nationul \I_lu_uu-lu‘
many  women sl aceept o sociely
donunated by men, She nowes that
Palestinian - women  understind that
they have a role and impuortant du
ties: but still carey o hidden desire 1o
marry, bave children and cngoy o
privade amd calm lile.

WAL all levels, | Find alestin-
i women who have proved  their
superior inelligence. bm whoo are
sl bewme lod by dess  mtelhigent
men. Aml the women aecept that,
willingly.™  Chazadeh  potes that it
seems 1o be g historical boenitage, bt
cannot last Tor long. “Through seri-
ous  challenges,  Palestinian  women

will soan reshape many things.” <he

s
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December 5

TENT ON HOUSE
RUIN FORBIDDEN

The Isracli army ordered
Khan Yunis resident
Muhammad “Salamch
al-Sha'er, 53, 1o remove the
tent he erected on the ruins
of his house. Soldiers demol-
ished Sha'cr's home Nov. 7
on the pretext that his son is
a “‘sccurity” detaince,

AL-QUDS

THREE GAZA
DEMOLITIONS

The Israeli military gov-
ernment ordered the demoli-
tion of three Gaza family
homes. Palestinian detainees
Fathi Hassan al-Bawwab, 40,
Kamal Abdel Fauah Abu
Zaydeh, 22, and Musich
Mubammad al-Sharafi, 24,
are members of the house-
holds. The three were ar-
rested on “security” charges.

AL-QUDS

KNIVES
CONFISCATED AT
BRIDGES

The Israeli military for-

bade Palestinian residents or

visitors crossing, Jordan

Did 0 LG Wal

anti-Arab placards from en-
tering the Old City. Soldicrs
also took the settlers' auto-
matic weapons.

AL-QUDS

HOUSE
DEMOLISHED

The Isracli army demol-
ished the sealed house ol
17-year-old  Palestimian  de-
taince Ayman  Muhammad
Abed Rabbo in Qussein vil-
lage near Nablus. Abed
Rabbo is accused of stabbing
an lsracli police officer in
Jerusalem (Nov. [l His
house was scaled Nov. 13,)

A-0UDS

THREE LIFE
SENTENCES

Isracli military court in
Jenin sentenced two Silat
al-Harthiyeh village men to
life in prison. The two,
Ra'ed Muhammad
al-Sa'adeh and Muhammad
Said Ahmad, are both 27
years old. A third Palestin-

ian  [rom the village,
21-year-old Muhannad
Muhammad  Jaradat, re-

ccived a 20 year sentence. A
fourth, 20-ycar-old Munir
Muhammad Abu Salah, re-
coived 10 ycars and anothor
10 ycars suspended . All four
e - b

Bank 10 carry Knmives. They

announced that all Knives

will be confiscated.
AL-FAIR

HOUSE SEALED

Isracli soldiers sealed Lhe
home of Abdel Qader
Musilman of Beit Awwa vil-
lage ncar Hebron, becausc
he allegedly stabbed an Is-
ragli in East Jerusalem three
VEArs ago.

AL-QUDS

TREES UPROOTED

Israchi army bulldozers
uprooted 31  olive and
almond trees from Deir
Sharal village in the Nablus
district, on the pretext that a
Maolotov cocktail was thrown
at an lsracli car in the vic-
inity.

AL-FAJR

December 6

GAZA SCHOOLS
CLOSED

The  Israeli  military
closed all Gaza ptrip schools
until Dec. 12. Tsracli radio
said the step was intended to
prevent protests on Dec. 9,
the Intifada’s third anniver-
sary.

AN-NAHAR

SETTLERS KEPT
OUT OF NABLUS

Israeli soldiers prevented
a large group of Israeli set-
tlers gathered at the Nablus
municipality building with

two bombs in Haifa in 1985
which killed one Isracli.

In Hecbron, Isracli mili-
lary court sentenced
21-year-old Kamal Murayehs
to life imprisonment after
accusing him  of killing a
Hebron police officer, Jawad
al-Tumeizi, one year ago.

AL-QUDS

15 HOUSES TO BE
DESTROYED

Isracli officials notilied
15 residents of Bani Na’im
village in the Hebron district
that  their houses will be
demolished, on the pretext
that they were built without
licenses.
= ik AL-SHA'AB

STONING FINE

Two 15-year-old youths
from the Bethlechem arca
were given NISL500 fines
for stoning soldiers,
Mahmoud Shukry Sirhan is
from Beit Sahour and E
al-Shami is from Batur vil-
lage.

AMN-NAHAR
December 7

ANTI-ARAB
GRAFFITI IN
ISRAEL

Isracli radio reported that
the Israeli town of Hadera
was defaced with anti-Arab
graffiti. Municipality work-
ers cleaned the slogans, writ-
ten in Hebrew, from a
number of buildings and

Isracli police used force to break up a Palestinian women's march in East Jerusalem Dec. 11.
Several women were hurt and some were arrested. The march marked the 23rd anniversury of
the founding of the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine./ Photos by Nehaya al-Helo,

parking lots.
AL-QUDS

HOUSE SEALED

Isracli soldicrs sealed the
home of Yasser Abdel
Qader Hijazi of al-Mazra'a
al-Shargiveh  village near
Ramallah, Hijazi is accused
of membership in the Hamas
movement, several Molotov
cocktail attacks on lIsraeli
targets and burning the cars
and shops of Palestinian
collaborators.

AL-QUDS

December 8

10,000 GREEN
CARDS

Isracli television reported
that military authorities in
the West Bank plan to dis-
tribute 8,000 to 10,000 green
cards to Palestinian " resi-
dents. Green card holders
are forbidden to enter Israel

or East Jerusalem.
AN-NAHAR

DEMOLITIONS
ORDERED

The Israeli military gov-
ernment ordered the demoli-
tion of detaince Nabil Diab
Abu Obeitah's family home
in  Yatta, mnear Hebron,
Obeitah is accused of posses-
sion of weapons and throw-
ing Molotov cocktails. Law-
yer Ali Ghuzlan has ap-
pealed the demolition order.

AL-FAJR

December 9

GRAFFITI AND
FLAGS IN GOLAN

Isracli police said Pales-
tinian and Syrian flags were
flown over Arrabch and
Majdal Shams villages in the
Golan  Heights.  Graffiti
denouncing Isracl was writ-
len in Mas'ada village. The

actions were believed o be
in commemoration ol lhe
third anniversary of the Inti-
fada.

AL-SHA'AB

LAWYERS BANNED
FROM ANSAR 3

Israeli radio reported that
the army prevented members
ol the Gaza Bar Association
from wvisiling thewr clicnis in
Ansar 3, on [he pretext that
thé Gaza Strip was under
cifew.

AL-SHA'AB

MK SARID VISITS
ABU AYYASH AND
ABU ZAYYAD

Isracli Knesset Member
Yossi Sarid visited head of
the Arab Journalists Asso-
ciation Radwan Abu Ayyash
and newspaper editor Ziad
Abu Zayyad in Jneid Prison
in Mablus. The three issued
a staterment saying  political
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dialogue between Isracl and
I‘CEIECH&!I;\;CS ol the Pales-
timan_people is the only way
{o sulve the conflict
AN-NAHAR

SIX SHOPS TO BE
DEMOLISHED

The Isracli military gov
ernment gave cviclion no-
tices to six shopowners in,
Rafah in the Gawza Strip
The shops will be demol-
ished because a hand gre
nade was allegedly thrown
in the vicinity. =1

AlL-SHA'AD
LAWYER FREED

Palestinian lawyer
Khaled Abdel Hadi al-Oedra
from Khan Yunis was re-
leased afler 15 months in
Ansar 3. The 60-year-old at-
torney is the deputy head of
the Gaza Bar Associalion

cdra was accused of com-
municating with the PLO.

AL-SHA'AB

LAND
CONFISCATED

Yitzhak Mordechai;, Is-
raeli military commander of
the Central Region, signed
an order confiscating 40
dunums of land in the
dx:rd. 2 arbéz.r Hel _1'!.-;?52-
Crd ﬂ_l:}_ﬂif t ‘ﬂ:‘._li 1
dunums sealed off.

- - AL-FAIR

December 10

SEVEN HOUSE
DEMOLITIONS

A military appeals com-
mittee in Gaza upheld (he
demolition order for three
familics' homes. Mcmbers of
the households Fathi
Hussein al-Bawwab, Kamal
Abdel Fattah Abu Zayed
and Musleh Muhammad
al-Sharafi are all detained on
alleged “sccurity” charges.
“ Three Rafah familics
with members in_ prison
were issued demolition
orders by the military gov-
ernment. Ramzi  Ahmad
Abu Tayem, Abdel Munim
Abdel Aziz Abu Obeid and
Abdel NMasir Zaki  Abu
Qaound are all held in Israeli

prisons.

Another Palestinian,
Muhammad Abdel Hadi of
Oibya village near
Ramallah, received a

demolition order -for his
house. His l16-year-old son
Nidal is accused of stabbing
an Isracli police afficer in
Jrrﬁfﬁg&v. 30,

AL-QUDS

THIRD WEEK OF
HUNGER STRIKE

Fares Ahmad Hassounch,
a 38-ycar-old administrative
detainee from Bureij refugee
camp, is continuing his
hunger strike. Hassounch

lasindog . woivee insmenss

AT

has been held without
charges sifee the beginning
of The Tntifada; His Tawyer
says he began the hunger
strike 14 days ago  because
his detention order was e
ncwed for another year.

AL-QUDS

TWO HOMES
SEALED

Two Nablus brothers,
Mamdouh and Akram Subh,
will have their homes sealed
because three sons in the

family  were arrested  for
unspecilicd —Tsecuriny”
charges. The youths are

22-year-old Jaser Mamdouh
Subh, who was arrested two
weeks agn, and  19-year-old
Basem and 18-year-old Imad
Akram Subh, who were ar-
rested Jast year.

AL-QUDS

ARMY DESTROYS
WALL, TREES

The army destroyed @
stonc wall ncar the military
headquariers in  Bethichem
where two bombs exploded,
killing an Isracli soldier and
injuring two others. A num-
ber of trees lining the Beth-
lchem-Hebron  road  were
also uprooted on the pretext

that  stwne  throwers  take
shelier behind them.
AN-NAHAR

MOSQUE CANNOT
EXPAND

The Israchi military gov-
ernment prohibited a resi-
dent of Beitilo village in the
Ramallah arca from begin-
ning construction lo colarge
the village mosque, on the
pretext  that the building
lacked a license.

= AN-NAHAR

December 11

JUDGE ISSUED
GREEN CARD

The military government
gave a judge from Deir
al-Ghussoun  village  near
Nablus a green card, pre-
venting him from entering
Isracl, The judge, who
works in_the Nablus district
courl, wus uadministratively
detained at the beginning of
the Intifada.

“Some 250 Toubas village
residents were ordered (o re-
port to military headquarters
to receive green cards. In
Idna village in the Hcbron

arca, 60 rcsidents were
summoned.,
AL-QUDS
11 FAMILIES
EVICTED

Isracli officials in_ Gaza
ardered 11 homeless Tamilies
to cvict _a__hospital _in
al-Bureij  refugee  camp
where they sought  shelier
after their homes were de-

i 1\ oajliv (LA,

W) pOV= e 30 ¢

Thear

Shu'fat refugee camp in Jerusalem has been lacing serious water problems; but not due Lo
lack of rain. The West Jerusalem municipulity cut the water supply to the camp, claiming
that camp residents had not paid their water bills. As a result, camp residents have been
using primifive methods to get water. This problem hus not been resolved more than two
weeks after the water was cut. UNRWA is in charpe of refopee camps.

molished,  Hundreds  were
madec homeless by military
demolitions in the aftermath
of the killing of an Israeli
saldier by camp residents
Sept. 20.

AL-QUDS

GRAFFITI IN
GALILEE

Police in the north of s
racl are investigating anti-Is-
rael graffiti which appeared
on the walls of two schools
in Deir al-Assad village in
the Galilee, according to Is-
raeli radio.

AL-QUDS

CAMERAS
CONFISCATED

Two Palestinian  photo-
graphers covering an  inci-
dent in Bir Zeit had their
cameras  confiscated. The
photographers took _pictures
of soldiers in the Ramallah
arca town dragging and in-
juring a person on the
ground for 300 meiers,
Photographers Abdel Rahim
al-Rimawi and Rula
al-Halawani were ordered to
the Ramallah “civil adminis-
tration” headquarters.

AL-SHA'AB
HOUSES
DEMOLISHED

Israeli military bulldozers
destroyed three homes in the
Jenin arca belonging to the
familics of Amjad Khaled
Suleiman Amer, 24, Abdel
Azia Sadeq Yassin, 35, and
Maher Khaled Qassem, 30.
All are scrving seven-year
prison {erms and are due (o
be released in 45 days, The
homes were allegedly demol-
ishied for lacking building
licenses . '
Qs ALFAIR

Rie
g v

TREES UPROOTED

Isracli soldicrs uprooted
15 olive trees in Toubas vil-
lage in the Nablus arca

which were the property of
llayan Tawliq Sawaflta, on
the preiext that stones were
thrown in the arca,

AL-QUDS

Mail ro:

PALESTINE TODAY

EDITED AND DESIGNED BY KAMAL BOULLATA

Polestine Today s o compoct set of 9 monographs which
smoothly fit in o handsome cose. Uniike othes publica-
tions on the subject, Palessing Tody offers both loy
renders and specialists easy occess to every aspect shap-
ing the lives and aspisations of the Polestinians, o people
whose voice has only recently begun 1o be heard.

For o more comprehensive view of who the Palestinion
people ore ond 0 better understonding of how thes
struggle for statehood is central to ony peace sertlement
i the Middle Eos, you will find Pokestive JToday on
involuoble source of reference.

Concrsely written and vividly illustrated with oves 200
documentary photographs, the set of 9 monogrophs ore
complimented with on up-fo-dote chronology of evenls,
an extensive bibbography, o seties of mops ond charts
that yield holf o century’s history ot your fingertips.

To order your sef of Palestine Joday, please send o check
in the omount of $20.00 (shipping induded) mode poy-
able 1o Polestinion Center for the Study of Nonviolence.

Polestinion Center for the Study of Nonviolence

PO Box 39127 « Friendship Station NW « Woshington, DC 20016

ibliged  itlngisionm
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WEST BANK PRESS

ALQuds, Dec. 14, 1990

et

Papers say U.S. working
against Palestinian interest

Editorials in the Palestin-
jan press this week concen-
tratcd on  the upcoming
L. Security Council _vote
on the Palestine guestion,
and on Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Yitzhak Shamir's visit to
Washington.

Aj-Tati'a’s Dec. 13 edi-
torial noted that during his
visit, Shamir did not hide his
familiar, hardline  Likud
stand on the Arab-Israeli
conflic, yet he was received
with surprising warmth. The
United States scemed to for-
gel 1ls opposition 1o Isracli
seiffement in_terrilories oc-
cupied im 1967, and ex-
pressed its willingness to de-
lay the U.N. Security Coun-
cil vote on Falestine intro-
duced by Arab and non-
aligned states. “Shamir was
in contradiction with Ameri-
cis stand which supports
Securily Council Resolution
247 and opposes the annexa-
tion of Arab East Jerusa-
lem,"  the paper noted,
“Nevertheless, Shamir was
welcomed  warmly by the
U.S. administsation.”

The newspaper noted
that the United States
scemed at times to play the
middleman’s role between
Shamir and Soviet Foreign
Minister Shevardnadze,
whom Shamir also met in
Washington 1o discuss the
Gulf crisis and their com-
mon foe, Saddam Hussein.

On Dec. 12, Al-Fajr
commented that “Shamir
agreed 1o concern himsell
with the 43-yearold Arab-
Isracli conflict after the Gulf
cr'l.'s_is is solved. But now, he
is bothered only with the
ways and means of solving
the Gulf crisis alone,” refus-
mg to address the future

step. Likewise, Shamir de-
manded that Washingfon use
ile vélo power in Lhe Securn-
ty Council to prevent the
EONVERTNE of an internation-
al peacc confercnce on the
Middle East, and to block
the r_Ji_spa{ch of U.N. protec-
tion_for Palestinian ci
under Isracli occupation.

“On Dec, 10, Al-Sha'ab
noted that American opposi-
tion and stalling taclics in
the Security Council  prove
to Arab and  non-aligned
states that the United Stales
is wholly opposed {0 satisfy-
ing the Arab desirc for an
internafional peace confer-
ence and protection for Pal-
estinians, until after the Gull
crisis is solved. The editorial
calls This ™a connection be-
tween the two conflicts, but
a ncgative connection, which
doesn’t serve anything except
American colonial interests
and objectives, and carrying
the region farther away from
peace”™ The paper mocked
American diplomatic initia-
tives and declarations about
a peace process, saying, “the
United  Stales announccs
positive  declarations,  and
thén nothing happens.”

On Dec. 12 Al-Sha'ab
predicted a U.S. veto is on
the way in the Securily
Council, and wrote, “the
Palestine question nccds Tio
BEW inloruational resolutions
supporting Palestinian rights
There are many already, and
anofher is unnecessary Lo
shift around the terms for
peace. What s needed,” the
cdirorial  concluded, “is a
rcal, honest and sincere de-
sire for peace, or we will re-
turn {0 the double standard
and conlinue to ignore in-
ternational Taw."

lians

How can we go to an international
conference for Saddam Hussein?

n
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tiate peacc with Isracl on
_ behall of the Palestinian
Measures people. This chance is now.

killed, for at lcast the com-

continued from front page ing four
mainder
Ayyash must spend in ad-
ministrative detention,

Even il the administra-

universily professors, journal-
ists, physicians, studcats and
unionists.

of the term Abu

months, the re-

occupicd  terrilorics o
to. And with both lsr
major pariics, the  ruling
Likud and the opposition
Labor, strongly opposed o
talks with the PLO, a peace-
ful scitlement is far [rom
becoming a possibility

LI.N. Seeurity Council reso-
lutions after the killing of 17
Palcstinians in the al-Agsa
Mosque compound, while
the United States supporied
resolutions  condemning  the
killing, [urther increasing
tensions. But like a lamily
quarrel, it took Isracl and

military  superiority,  and
steered away from discussing
Israel's refusal to accept the
U.N. resolutions on  the
al-Agsa killings.

The Gull has featured
prominently  in  Shamir's
meetings. Upon  his arrival
in New York City, Shamir

The lsracli government
has also issucd bans on
wravel for at least three
months to Sari  Nuscibch,
professor of philosophy at
Bir Zeit University, and
other activists.

What distinguishcs many
of these people is that they
are in constant touch with
Isracli peace activisls, meet-
ing them in Isracl or in
East Jerusalem Lo conlinue a
dialogue for peace, and
traveling abroad to partici-
pale in joint Palcstinian-Is-
racli peace discussions spon-
sored and supervised by in-
ternational organizations and
foreign governments. In oth-
er words, they are the Pales-
linian people’s ambassadors,
to Israel and the world,

Some, like Radwan Abu
Ayyash, have actually met
high-ranking U.5. officials
in Washington, and have
been  considercd  highly
probable candidales 10 nego-

tive detention drder against
Abu Ayyash is nol rencwed
and he is released on time,
he is likely to reccive a
green adentity  card: which

virtually imprisons him in
his home 1own, Ramallah,
and makes him especially

vulnerable (o army  harass-
ment.

In addition, the rencwed
threal of cxpulsion is worry-
ing many Palestinians. Isracl
has used this weapon in Lhe
past, in spile of international
protestation, lo emply the
occupied - territorics  of  its
local leaders -whencver it
came under pressurc 1o ne-
gotiale with local Palestin-
ians for a scwlement.

These measures  conlras
dict the rhetoric Shamir used
in Washington, that the s
called peace process will re
sume once the Gull crisis is
over. By the time that crisis
s finished, there may not be
any Palestinians left in the

Differences

continued from page 7

United State
racl 10 mair

Amcrican

appealed 1w Is-
ain a low pro-
file, and not endanger the
alliance i the
Gulf. This did not sit very
well with lsracl.

racl relused to accept . the

previous relations.

Huuse meeting,

Finally, Is-

the United States just onc
session o work oot their dif-
ferences and 1o resume their

thanked Shamir for keeping
a low profile since the out-
break of the Gull crisis, as- East,
sured him of U.S. intentions
o maintain Isrocl’s regionul

stated that Israel will reject
any solution to the Gull
crisis achicved at Isracl's cxy
pense, Shamir also said so

In their iwe-hour While on the American television

Bush program  Faee the Nation
“We will not accept link-
age.” Peoace in the Middle
he said, will not be
part of the deal between
Iraq and the world.

Arab

continucd from page 4

commenialon

to nothing.
new Arab order lor the uture.

The best approach is 1o seck a
Respeet for

borders, however arbitrary, should be bal-

anced by a sharing of wealth,
should alse relleet human: values and aspira-
tions and the fact thal these change with
The uniold devastation o Arab life and time,
property, possibly including the wvery oil
fields which the American troops were pre-
sumably dispatched to proteet, will undoubt
edly for years to come provide a more ¢n
during and powerful context for rising anti
Amgrican sentiment  throughout
and Muslim worlds.

To quote a prominent Egyplian political
“Force is sterile and will lead

the  Arib

all oo
addressed, not denicd and stilled .
world order can only guin acceplance il it is
based on human vision, nol- military force,
on consistency, aol double standards, and on
Justice, nod selective morality,

Legitimacy

No solution will succced unless it of-

fers o vision "
The sociocconomic and politieal gricv-
ances of the people in the Arab world are

real, und must be recognived and
A now

Analogies

ot frasiedd fronn page 5

were no further roundups. The Pal.
estinians abhor the massacre of lhe
Kurds by chemical weapons in
Halabja and elsewhere.  They de-
fended and secured food supplics for
’ﬂu: Lébanese J:wlsh community in

bch:lnun in 1982,
Given the balance of power in
the arca, and given America's role in

the denial of Palcstinians' right lo

national independence, the Palestins
ians refuse to join the U.S.-spon-
sorcd anti-Iraq  military  alliance.
This docs not cntail uncritical Pales-
tinian support lor the Iragi invasion
of Kuwail. The PLO opposcs the,
Iragi invasion of Kuwait and, with
others, has consistently called for the
wilhdrawal of Iragi troops. lnlerng-
tional public opinion is polarized,
and such partics as are nol in the
U.S.-led war camp arc dopicted as
uncrilically pro-Iraq. This is a delib-
cratc and dangerous misrepresenta-
tion dirccted to undérming, nol pros
mote, the prospects for a peaceful
U.N.-backed solution.

Being a small nation  [liercely
committed 1o achicve and maintain

their national independence, and give
en the role of the Uniled Stalcs in
the denial of Palestinian  nitional
rights and independence, the Pales-
tinians' only choice is 1o (ake the po-
sition they«have taken, Falestinians
stand in opposition Lo the acquisition
al territory by foree (linkage of K-
witit and Palesting); they support
political solution under U.N. dus:
pices (linking Kuwait and Palesting);
und advocale convening a UM, in
ternational pesce conference on the
Middle East, 1o resolve all outstand-
ing problems of the region (including
Kuwait, Palestine and Lebanon).

The Finns aligned  thomselves
with Hitler. not beeauwse ol his rae-
ism, but because of his tenadity

winst the fimt cnemy of their inde-
ypendence: the Soviet Union,  The
Palestinians aligned themselves with
Saddam Hussein, not becinse of his
cromnality (and Saddam Hussein s
Aot Hitler), but hecause of his tenac
ity against the first encmy of their
independence: the state of 1sracl and
its first and foremaost ally, the United
Slates,

Assuming  that we all share a
commitment o umversal humanism
both concepty .lH‘L and ™ cmotionally,
and that we abhor and despise the
application of _double  moral  stian
durds, then the Palestinian cose today
and” the Finnish case during World
Waur T deserve Lo be judged by the
same yardshick,

Settlement

continied from page 10

(& 600-year-old M:
and the Kh di\'bh

“There: are a g ling cight
propertics now inhabited by Palestin-
ian familics, who have been threat-
ened with eviction orders” Husseini
adds. “Bul so far the authorities
have not acted on them ™ The Wagf
bas helped in The restoration of these
hoiuses, 1o profecl {hem from being

neluke structure)

scized on- - hc preiext ol’ being
ﬁng{.mun‘{y dilapidatce and

Husseini says the Waq)‘ is doing
c\fc[ilhmg i can to halt further set-
tement, “They have the POWEr NOW,
bl they will not succeed in taking
these houses over.’

All_of the scttler groups claim

they work by peacelul medns. How-
Barnea Sclevan, a leader of
n, admitted esired

policy a t “kids

LR LA AR e

throwing stones.” “If that happened
then we would have no problems ..
[The army] should forgel (car gas.
IW'JUH shoot llve bul-
Iets - w kill." Selevan also hinted
that his group aimed at the immedi-
alc cxpulsion of the Palestinian in-
hdbllunls nr the Muslim Quarter
Selovan is coy over the sources of
Alerel Cohanim'’s [undm;, but con-
cedes thal settlement is heavi
ported by "American benefaciors.
Despite their grmd aims, Jewish
settlement in the Old City has yet 10
achieve the interim target of 5,000
Jews inside the ancicnt walls. Includ-
ing the Jewish Quartcr, the 1owal
Jewish population makes up only 7
percent of the Old City's 20,000 in-
habitants. However, the settlers are
backed by several government minis-
lers, including  Foreign  Minister
David Levy, Religious Alfairs Minis-
fer Avner Shaki (ol the National
Religious Party) and Housing Minis-
ter Aricl Sharon, who has taken up
residence in the Old City in a_prop-
erty uumd by Atara Leyoshna. On
varof_declarcd that all Pal
cluding those Rolding s-
|r||| ‘wall have to
e m-nmr I=l l"
W

CeX

qonly 21

Isricli_human rights leader and
Holbcausl _survivor | Shahak
points oul that “'nol o single minisier
ol the presenl povernment nor, for
thal maticr, any top-ranking lgurc
in the Labor Parly, his distanced
himsell from a declaration  which
sounds us il utlcred by some latier
day Nazi." Shahak writcs that “Jew-
ish chauvinism, whether religions or
sceular, 18 also growing.” He ciles
tho cxumple of a Kn member
from Likud guoled as “deploring that
Arubs wore killod,
than 20007 in At alFAgsa massacro

Isracli” Primc Minisier  Yilzhak
Shamir voiced his support Tor_seitle-
ment in an Ocl. 6 specch inaugural-
ing a new yeshiva on_the Mount of
Olives in  Jerusalem’s  Palestinian
neighborhood of al-Tur. The yeshiva
was founded by the Traction of the
5t. John's Haspice settler group who
were expelled from the Old City
building by a count order. Shamir
spoke of his hope for the creation of
"a new Jewish  neighborhood™  in
al-Tur.

The prime minister later tried to
rks, saying he

rither

retreal -from his re

had "no déTinile” plans anly
pirabions,’ bul there & amj vi
i Somhmdaiis R

4 "

dence ol his continuing xupport for
settler groups through religious [ur{d
ng nlh.r ts. ¢Marc 2 Thiin
|=mjuj by
r_the at

and

1cn|pl 10 |1urrhmr the St. John's
Hospice, Undér  previous  govern-
cnis yewshna  received
i | 984 1 the \Im

isiry lTrhu!uu-. ing, amd in
5 Housing
Cohanim

SEA0,000, despite the Fact that the
sum was not allocated in its annual
budgpet.

Adnan Husscini ol the Islamic
Waugl concludes that “laxes and vio
lence and police harassment are the
tacties used Tor cvieting Palestinians
from the Muslim Quarter From
lime 1o Lime they creale problems
untll they drive’ people oul.™ Hayel
Sanduqga’s analysis is definitive: “The
government  supplics  them  with
moncy and the police Dack  them
up,” The campaign of Jewish scttle-
ment fin the MusTim OUSIET o

I i

COVEHRY

HEs - una bk
avertly
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Yossi Beilin, Knesset member from the Labor Party:

‘Gaza first’ solution is needed more now than ever before

Labor MK Yossi Beilin has pro-
posed the immediate establishment
uf w sovereign Palestinian state in
the Gaza Strip, as a part of an in-
terim arrangement, while Israel and
the Palestinians negotiate a final
peace seitlement. Labor Party Secre-
tary Micah Harish and party leader
Shimon Peres denounced the sugges-
tion. Yet, Beilin's controversial
idea seems 1o have struck a chord
with a newly emerging sentiment in
Israel, particularly among those
Sfamiliar with conditions in Gaza.

Recently, in two unrelated inci-
dents, 12 reserve officers and 20
paratroopers  [inished serving @
month in Gaza and sent petitions to
their leaders calling for an end to
Isracii ride of the Gaza Strip ( see
story pages 8&9). MK Beilin dis-
cussed the details and rationale be-
hind his proposal for sovereipniy for
Gaza, and considered current Labor
Party debates. on the Palestinian
question in the following interview
with Al-Fajr's Khaled Abu Aker.

Q: Can you explain your proposal to
establish a Palestinian state in the
Gaza Strip?

;A: The idea is instead of having a

o long interim agresment on autonomy

for the Gaza Strip and the West
Bank, as a part of this interim
agrecment o immediately have a
staic o Caza, which will have sover-
eignly, a flag, npn,s..nhhun m the
United Nations -- it will be a Pales-
tinian state. Of course for us, this
Palestinian state will have 1o be
demilitarized, and there will be some
important security arrangements for
Israel, and a special arrangement for
the scttlers,

Parallel to this, we will negotiate

with thc new Palestinian state, and
wilh the representatives of the West
Bank and Gaza about the future of
the West Bank. Here [in the West
Bank], what we should have 15 au-
fonomy, bul not an autonomy re-
5lm‘{e(i to a certain number of years,
but [determined by] a peace agree-
ment with the Arab statess Irag,
Syria, Jordan and of coursc the oth-
ers. This is the main problem. It
will be very difficult for Israel Lo ac-
cept a Palestinian state when there is
no peace with the Arab stales. When
there is peace with the other states,
the West Bank should get ils own
sell-determination, wnd then they can
make a plebiscite, whatever, il they
want to create a federation, a con-
federation or a scparate state. The
possibility is for us eventually 1o cre-
ate n kind of Bepelux, 3 common
market, some  Arab
states and Isracl. That is my drcam,
and thal was my suggestion.

composed  of

(O Who do you think should govern
in the Gaza Strip? The PLO?

A: I's not up to me.

& You mentioned arrangements
with the settlers. Do you mean to
keep the settiements in the Gaza
Strip?

A: 1 do not sre any reason why there
shivuld be oo Tews under (he Pales-
tinian state, just as therc arc Arabs
under Israeli control There are
Arab villages in Israel, and if the
peace is a real one, 1 believe that
they should both be committed to
live there. Exactly, formally what
the arrangement will be is not up w
me but up to the negotiators.

Q: Have you discussed this with

Palestinians?

A: Yes - not in a very organized
way, not formally, bur I raised this
idea informally with some... impor-
tant Palestinians, I cannol say that il
was repected by them, and 1 cannot
say that somebody formally adopted
it, but T came out with it only after 1
understood that it was considered in
a favorable way

(X Why have you made this pro-
posal now?

A: | suggested it now beécause we in
thc Labor Party are preparing for

our convenlion, and we are preparing

materials for this convention. It was
just an idea. So the timing is actual-
ly due to the internal agenda of the
party.

) Do you think that such a pro
posal would gain supporf among
members of the Labor Party? The
doves in the Labor Party recently
suggested negotiating with the PLO
and it was rejected.

A: There was no formal suggestion
like this, and it was never rejected as
such. 1 believe that the main thing is
lo creale an atmosphere in which
proposals like this are legitimate,
That is the most important thing. 1
can't promise you that this ides will

be accepled by (he party; 1 dont
wanl to deceive myself or you. What
is important is that people know that
there is a group in the Labor Party
which is not marginal, but a group
of perhaps a third or 40 percent
which 15 ready Tor ideas like this.
Now, this specific idea should of
cours¢ be discussed between people

A point of view by Rana Ardaji

The meeting between the Israelis and Palestinians

Bereaved families show peace is possible

camp in Gaza when he lost his way

Instead of his

ended with the shaking of hands and mutual recogni-
tion. Unfortunately, they were not the hands of offi-
cial representatives. Muhammad Dkeidek is the father
of 18-year-old Ibrahim, sho! dead in last October’s
al-Agsa Mosque incident. Geora Pomerantz, is the
brother of Amnon, the Israeli military reservist killed
in al-Bureij refugee camp in September.

Reasons, goals and manners of death were differ-
ent, but both Amnon and Ibrahim were buried under
the same brown soil. The two suffering familics sat
facing onec another across the same table, But what
followed their loved ones’ deaths was not the same al
all.

Ibrahim was his parents’ only son. He was in the
12th grade at Freres School for Boys in East Jerusa-
lem. A proud father, Muhammad narrates how
Ibrahim's name appeared cach year on the honor list,
and how_he was a peaceful person, who was not
brought up to hate Jews. His intention was to study
and get high marks.

As a carpenter in Lhc Old City of Jerusalem,
Muhammad always had good relations with Jewish
businessmen. His family, he explained, never hated
Jews or believed in violence. They always believed
peaceful coexistence was the solution. It made the
shock of Ibrahim’s death cven greater to his father,

that her son is actually gone,
Amnon Pomerantz was heading for his military

and also to his mother, who still has trouble accepting

camp, he found himself in al-Bureij refugee camp
where his yellow license-plated car was stoned. Trying
to drive away, his car hil two Palestinian children,
This was enough [or the camp’s residents to burst into
anger. Their rage was enough for them to set his car
on fire, killing him behind the steering wheel. Follow-
ing the death, the Israeli military demolished scores of
Palestinian houses and arrested hundreds of people.

Amnon, an electronic engineer with the moshay
movement, was affiliated with the Isracli Ieft. He had
lived in the United States for two years and had mar-
ried an American. Geora, who had trouble accepting
the idea of mecting his Palestinian counterparts, says
his family always had leftist ideals.

Unfortunately, his beliefs were not strong enough
to keep Amnon from putling on his military fatigues,
taking up his gun and going to the occupied territorics
where he met his fate. There in Gaza, Amnon was no
longer an ordinary person, a leftist. He was a soldier,
representing occupation. For the Palestinians, the bul-
lets in his gun each meant an injury or a death of
somebody, and a suffering family, like the Dkeideks,

It took great efforts for peace activist Dr. Ahmad
Tibi and B'Tsclem, the Isracli Information Center for
Human Rights in the Occupied Territories, o bring
the Dkeideks and the Pomerantzes together around the
same: table, How many more bercaved families will
there be before Israel comes to the negotiating table?

Rana Ardaji is a Palestinian journalist,

in the party. We have just raised the
idea within our group in the party,
Mashov, a group of about 100 mem-
bers of the central committee. We
should talk about it, and I intend 1o
talk about it, [along] with the other
doves in the party, and build support
for it, and fight for it at the party
conveation. This is my am

: As Israclis move to the right, do
you think it's possible for the Labor
Party to adopt such a proposal?

A: Well, I'm not sure that the elec-
torate is going toward the right, 1
believe that the eclectnrate is going
loward the solution. More and more
people understand that some solution
should” b Tound. Some of them
would like to Tind it on the right,
others would like to find it on the
left. But many of them are. afraad
that the big parties are not suggest-
ing real solotions. Thars why I be-
lieve that our party, which Js the
biggest party, should offer some real-
istic solutions. And what I'm sug-
gesting, at least, scems (0 me very
realistic. 1 believe that if the party
adopts an idea like this, Labor will
eventually be much more popular
than if it was content just suggesting
territorial compromise or the Allon
Plan, which of course are important
and nobody can dismiss these plans
but I'm afraid they are not eaough.

Q: So who should take the first step
now?

A: 1 do not belicve that the govern-
ment of Israel today will accept such
an idea. What is important to me
now is just to know exactly where
the Labor Party stands, and to help
mold its policy vis-a-vis the Palestin-
ian issue, and to continue the in-
formal dialogue with the Palestin-
ians, So eventually, when Labor is
back, it will be easier for us o im-
plement the arrangement and the
agreement and to launch a very in-
tensive dialogue and not just then
begin to think about what can be
done. In the meantime, whal I be-
lieve we should ask of the Shamir
government is to Lft all the laws
whwh_[lrevent Palestinians from in-
\-esimg in their nwn tconomy in the
territorics, to cnfa‘b]t. us to detach
ourselves [rom the territories, eco-
nomically speaking -- 1o ensure that
people who losc their employment in
Israel can find a substitute in the
territories.
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Intifada Update

the week in Jenin,

NOVEMBER 24: Clashes
in the Gaza Strip left 20
Palestinians with live gun-
shot imjurics. Another 25
were injured by beatings and
15 were overcome by tear
gas, fired ettensively at pro-
testers in  Rafah, Khan
Yunis, al-Maghazi, al-Bureij
and Jabalya refugee camps
and throughout Gaza City.

Fierce clashes erupted in
Jenin. Clashes were also re-
ported in Hebron. Settlers
attacked a Palestinian house
between Yaua and Hebron
and the family was beaten

Hundred injured in
Qalgqilya clashes

Red Cross officials averted a potential massacre i
a large and violent clash with soldiers in a Qalgilya
schoolyard which left some 100 Palestinians injured.
Several fierce confrontations also erupted throughout

At least 30 Palestinians in Gaza Strip refugee
camps were wounded by live ammunition in clashes
centered in Shati, Rafah and Deir al-Balah refugee
camps. Dozens of others were bealen and lear passed,
and four Gaza women suffered miscarriages.

At lenst eight schools in the occupied territories
were closed, scores of green identity cards were issued
preventing entry into Israel and East Jerusalem and
numerous homes were demolished. Hebron-area sct-
tlers reportedly attacked a local family. The follow-
Ing incidents were reported during the week:

severely, Three required
hospitalization.

Many schools were tar-
geted for closure by the
army. In Tulkarm, a- see-
ondary school was closed un
til further notice. The army
closed the Bani Na'im Vil
lage Secondary School for
Boys for onc weck, and
schools in neighboring Dura
were all forcibly shut. Local
sources said several schools
in Qalgilya were besieged
and soldiers harassed stu-
dents.

see Intifada, page 2

Universities to remain
closed 3 more months

by Khaled Abu Aker

A Nov. 30 Isracli mili-
tary order renewed the clo-
sure‘?af foyr Palestinian uni-
versities in the West Bank
and Gaza Strip for three
maonths. The pronouncement
disappointed Palestinian aca-
demics who hoped the uni-
versities would be gradually
reopened, as Israeli Defense
Minister Moshe Arens prom-
ised in September.

“It is a disaster,” said
Dr. Na'im Abu al-Hummus,
general-secretary  of  the
Council for Higher Educa-
tion (CHE), an interzuniver-
sity coordinating body. “The
policy of punishing our peo-
F Il; oc-nt‘i;;uing. while the

orld stan walching,”
he said. o g
Israel closed all six Pales-

tinian universities in January
1988, alledging they were
hotbeds of Intifada activism.
In what many called an ar-
tempt to reduce international
criticism,  Israel  reopened
al-Ouds and Bethlehem uni-
versities, and 20 percent of
the occupied territories’ stu-
dent body returned to their
studies. But an-Najah, He-
bron, Bir Zeit and Islamic
universities all remain shut,
and CHE says a financial
erisis is crippling the schools,
whlilc at least 80 percent of
university
ground to a halt.

Four days before the mil-
itary’s announcement, CHE
called on the world’s nations
lo fight the ban on Palestin-
ian higher education. At a

see Universities, page 7

activity has,

Israeli border puards searching two Palestinians in Jerusalem.

Abu Sirhan receives three life terms for killings

Settler gets 18 months for Kkilling
17-year-old Palestinian

The Isracli High Court
ordered an  Israchi  scttler
jailed for 18 months for kill-
g a Palestinian schoolgirl
in Gaza in November 1087,
Meanwhile, on Nov, 29, the
Isracli District Court in
Jerusalem  sentenced Oman
Abu Sirhan to three consec-
utive life sentences plus 20
years for the Oct. 21 killings
of three Israelis and the at-
tempted killing of a fourth
in the Baga'a neighborhood
of West Jerusalem.

The Israeli High Court
decided Nov. 28 to overturn
a lower court decision in the
case of Shimon Yifrah, a
Gaza Strip settler who killed
17-year-old TIntisar al-Anar.
A Beer Sheba court had
convicted Yifrah of negli-
gence for opening fire into a
schoolyard, resulting in the
killing of Awar, and had
sentenced him o scven
months suspended. It
claimed that Yifrah had shot
in the air and had not in-
tended to kill Attar,

Even though the High
Court concurred with the
lower court’s ruling (hat
Yifrah “did not intend to hit
the victim or anyone else” it
found that he “shot in the
direction of the schoolyard
where the girls were.” The
court said this act “constitut-
ed gross negligence as well
as rashness and indifference
to human life,” adding that
Yifrah “must have been

awarc of thc danger in open-
ing fire in the dircction of
the school.”

The High Court, there-
fore, decided to senfence
Yifrah to 18 months in pris-
on.

Attar was al  Sukcinch
Girls  School in Deir
al-Balah on Nov. 10, 1987
when a.car of settlers passed
by and opened fire on the
girls gathered in the school-
yard preparing to enter their
classrooms. Attar was hit in
the back and died instantly,
Yifrah and three other set-
tlers in the car were later
arrested  but  released  two
days later without charge,

The settlers claimed they
opened fire in the air o dis-
perse stone-throwers. How-
ever, Isragli press reporis
said that the secitlers’ car
continued on the road after
being stoned, then made a
U-turn and returned (o the
school where two passengers
opened fire on the school-
girls, killing Atar. Yifrah
was later found to have fired
the fatal bullet.

Omar Abu Sirhan, from
Obeidiyeh village, near Beth-
lchem, went on a rampage
in Baga'a stabbing a woman
soldicr, a man and a police
officer to death before he
was subdued and arrested.
He said he carricd out the
attack to revenge the Israeli
police killings of 17 Palestin-
ians at al-Agsa Mosquc on

schoolgirl

Oct. 8. Abu Sirhan’s home
and his father's home in
Obeidiyeh were demaolished .

Abu Sirhan was brought
to the District Court under
heavy policc  protection.
Relatives of the dead Israclis
atiempied 1o attack him but
were stopped by police. Abu
Sirhan's lather, however, was
beaten and injured by sever-
al relatives of the deceased.

The prosccutor said the
three consecwive lile sen-
tences would guarantee that
Abu  Sirhan  would nover
leave prison as long as he
lives
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continued from front page

Protesters in  Ramallah
threw a Molotov cocktail at
soldiers in the morning. No
injuries were reported. The
area was closed  and
searched. At least 20 were
arrested. A curfew contin-
ucd for the third day in sce-
tions of neighboring
al-Bireh.

In the Old City of Jeru-
salem, a Mololov cocktail
was thrown at a Jewish set-
tler's house. [Israeli media
said no damage was caused.

A curfew was imposed in
the morning on Balata refu-
gee camp, in the Nablus re-
gion.

NOVEMBER 25 Many
were  injured  in  vielent
clashes in the Gaza Strip’s
relugee camps.

In al-Shati refugee camp,
youths stoned Isracli soldiers
posted  al the camp's en-
trance. Four Palestinians
were shot. In Rafah, clashes
continuing late into the cve-
ming left three wounded by
gunshot. Two more were
shol in confrontalions in
al-Maghazi refugee camp.
Two pregnanl Women in
nearby Beit Hanonn village
miscarried after soldicrs at-
tacked with fcar gas. Sol-
diers injured many others in
the clashes with' rubber bul-
lets and beatings.

Demonstrators threw
three Molotov cocktails at an
army patrol in Jenin, One
jeep was damaged. The area
was cordoned off and
scarched and merchants and
vendors were violently closed
down.

The army put Rum-
manch village under curfew
and searched the area for
vouths. The village's mosque
was raided and s loud-
speaker confliscated, allegedly
because Palestinian flags had
been flown from the
mosgue,

Soldiers raided Rafah,
Ni'leen and al-Mughayer vil-
lages, issuing green identity
cards which prevent card
holders from entering TIsracl
or East Jerusalem,

Palestinians in the Old
City of Jerusalem threw a
Molotov cocktail at a Jewish
settlers’ religious school. Na
damage was caused but a
number of local residents
were arrested. The Old City
of Mablus erupted in clashes
and was declared a closed
military zone. Soldiers used
stun bombs against protest-
ers. Clashes also oceurred in
Hebron, Halhoul  and
Samoa,

NOVEMBER 26: About
100 Palestinians, mostly stu-
dents; were injured in ficrce
clashes with the army in
Qalgilya. At least eight re-
ceived live bullet wounds.
The incident crupted when
three soldiers in  disguise
dopped and beat three stu-

dents in the center of the
city, and took them to
al-Sa'diyeh  School where
they continued to beat them
with pipes and clubs.

When Palestinians in the
cily discovered the assailants
were soldiers, they gathered
and attacked. Students on
the school grounds joined,
hurling stones and emply
bottles. Soldiers swarmed the
school, and crowds rushed to
the scene, clashing violently.
Soldiers shot tear gas exten
sively, and fired live and
rubbor bullets in the school's
vicinity. Students eventually
left the school with the in-
tervention of Red Cross
represenlalives.

Palestinians also attacked
the militury in other parts of
the city. The army tear
gassed a second school, and
opened fire upon students
there as well. Clashes con-
tinved all day. Merchants
went on strike in the city,
which *was declared a closed
military zone.

The lsracli military gov
ernor summoned a number
of city notables later in the
afternoon to persuade them
o calm the situation. But
the notables accused the mil-
itary of planning the attack.
Local sources noted that had
the Red Cross and others
not intervened, there would
have been a massacre.

An allegedly unlicensed
house  was  demolished by
soldiers in- Beil Jala. The
homecowner stronply  denied
the allegation and presented
the press with his municipal
license.

The army closed the
Bethlehem Secondary School
for Boys until [urther notice.
allogedly  becanse  slones
were hurled at soldiers in
the vicinity.

Several hours of [licrce
clashes  were  reported  in
Sa'ir village between youths
and soldiers firing quantities
of tcar gas. Many residents’
water tanks were also van-
dalized by soldiers.

NOVEMBER 27: The
military government ordered
cight West Bank schools
closed. Four  secondary
schools in Nablus, Huwara
and Lubban and four
schools in Qalandia refugee
camp north of Jerusalem
were shut down.

Clashes were reported in
the Gazax Strip, focused in
Deir al-Balah refugee camp.
One pregnant  Palestinian
‘miscarricd as a result of a
beating by soldiers. Four
Palestinians were wounded
by gunshot throughout the
Gaza Strip.

Students of Qalqilya pro-
tested violent army attacks
on schools in the city the
day before. In Jenin, stu-
dents staged a stt-m strike in

reported in Jenin. Scores of
youths attacked Isracli sol-
diers with stones and empty
bottles.

Clashes were also report-
¢d in Dahiyal al-Barid,
north of Jerusalem.

Soldicrs carricd oul an
arrest campaign in several
villages in the Bethlehem
and Ramallah arcas.

NOVEMBER 28 Stu-
dents demonstraied and
clashed with the military in
various areas of the occupicd
lerritorics and  six schools
were closed,

In Dura, near Hebron,
students  staged a  massive
demonstration and were at-
tacked with tear gas by sol-
dicrs. Several students were
hospitalized for tear gas in-
halation .

In the village of Sawah-
reh, near Jerusalem, students
stoned police and border po-
lice who retaliated with rub-
ber bullets and tear gas.
The village school was
closed for two days. In the
OWd City of Jerusalem, 30
Palestinian students from the
al-Aytam School were ar-
rested, accused of attacking a
settler’s house. The sthool
was also searched and closed
for two days.

The army closed an
UNRWA preparatory school
in Nabluz and a nearby gov-
ernment school in Huwara

village for onc week, while
the Beit Sahour Boys Sec.
ondary School was closed

until further notice.

The Freres School in
Bethlechem was besicged by
soldiers  [following stoning
incidents. The school was
closed for the day

Fierce clashes were re-
ported in  Jenin  where
youths attacked an Israeli
gep.  One youth was shot.
Two Maolotov cocktails were
thrown at two Isracli fuel
tankers in the city and scores
of youths were arrested fol-
lowing the incidents.

Qulgilya  observed a
commercial strike to protest
army attacks earlier in the
week.

The village of
al-Mughayer was raided and
a house demolished allegedly
for being built without a li-
CEnse.

A curfew remained in
force in parts of al-Birch for
the sixth consecutive day.
A curfew alsw continved in
Dhahriyeh village for the
second day.

Fierce confrontations in
Rafah and Shati refugee
camps, in the Gaza Strip,
left five Palestinians injured
by gunshot.
soldiers injured an additional
31 by other means. Four
miscarriages were also re-
ported as a result of tear gas

their school ding the

on.

district educational supervi-
sor keep the army away
from their schools and stop
soldiers from harassing fe-
male pupils.

Fierce clashes were also

Soldiers in civilian cloth-
ing ambushed youths writing
graffiti  in Shati refugee
camp. The youths escaped
without injury but hundreds
of residents took to the

Reports said_

streets at the sound of gun-
fire and attacked the mili-
tary,

NOVEMBER 2%: A gen-
eral strike was observed
throughout the occupicd ter-
ritories on the occasion of
the 43rd anniversary of the
U.N. resolution to partition
Palestine.

The army imposed cur-
fews on several areas. In
Dheisheh relugee camp, a
curfew was imposed afier
viplent confrontations. Two
youths were shot; onc is in

serious  condition.  Fara'a,
Jabalya and Nusseirat refu-
gee camps were also put un-
der curfew, along with the
Ras al-Ain neighborhood of
Nablus. A curfew remained
in force in Dhahriyeh village
for the third consecutive
day.

Confrontations broke out
in Shati refugee camp in the
Gaza Strip. One person was
shot and injured,

Protesters threw two Mo-
lotov cocktails at an army
patrol in Gaza City. No
one was injured,

Kahanists campaigning
against Palestinian labor

As fascists in Israel esca-
lated their attacks last week
on Jewish businesses ¢m-
ploying Palestinians, signs
advertising “No Arabs em-
ployed here” appearcd in the
windows of Israeli shops.
Police took limited action
against the Kach movement
members believed to be be-
hind the violence.

A Jewish-owned vegeta-
ble stand in the Geula
neighborhood of West Jeru-
salem was sel ablaze last
week, causing an  estimated
NIS100,000 (UJ.5. $50,000)
in damage. According (o
The Tericalem Post, gralfiti
1r't| on the wall of the stand
1. “A warning 10 an ¢m-
p]m'cr of Arabs.”

The owner of the stand
told the press hc had been
approached by youths asso-
ciated with the Kach move-
ment the week before who
threatened him not to em-
ploy Arabs.

The incident was one of
several allacks and acts of
arson carried out agal Is-

Following the attack, the
butcher placed a sign in his
window which read, “No
Arabs employed here.” Simi
lar signs began appearing in
other shop windows, particu-
larly in the Bukhaian guar-
ter of West Jerusalem.

Exiremists also  posted
signs calling on lsraclis 10
boycott businesses employing
Arabe, Leaflets were also
distributed by racists in the
city, telling Isracli employers
to fire their Arab workers.

Policc took limited ac-
tion. Following orders from
the lsracli government's le-

gal adviser, police
three Kach leaders last

wesk

One of the three. Tiran
Pollack, is the secretary of
the Kach movement. The
others, Noam Federman and
Baruch Merzel, are I(wo
prominent Kach spokesmen.
Pollack and Fedecrman were
remanded for six days on
Nov 2‘?, ch:nrgud with in-
t employcrs

raelis employing Arab work-
ers in the past two weeks.
In another anack two weeks
ago, the Isracli owner of a
butcher shop was stabbed by
an lsraeli extremist when he
tried to defend his Palestin-
ian cmployee, a resident of
East Jerusalem. The Pales-
linian was stabbed and feri-
ously wounded.

nl' Arabs, and the distribu-
tion of inflammatory materi-
al. Merzel was released afler

two days. !
The current wave of vio-
lence and hooliganism

against Palestinian workers
and their Isracli employers
has led many workers 1o
quit their jobs lo aveid at-
tacks.
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Israeli municipality
cuts water supply to
Shu’fat refugee camp

by Mousa Qous

The municipality of
Jerusalem cut off the water
supplied to 8,000 Palestinians
in Shu'fat refugee ecamp.
Residents say the city bull-
dozed the camp’s entire
walter system on Nov, 25,

Now residents fear one
resull of the waler crisis may'
be an increase in discase.

The destruction was the
latest move in an ongoing
water battle between the
refugee camp and the Isracli
government, Al the heart of
the dispute is the question of
which party is responsiblc
for financing the camp's
water, Refugees say Jerusa-
lom destroyed its waler sys-
tem to pressure residents to
settle alleged uwnpaid water
hills

“Building the water sys-
tem in the camp cost the
refugees JD200,000" (about
u.s. $285,000), said
Muhammad Abu  Zncid,
héad of the camp's utility
committee. He added that
neither the municipality nor
UNRWA provided any fi-
nancial assistance for the
construction of the waler
system, completed more than
10 years ago.

The camp's walcr supply
has been disrupted by the
municipality several times
before. This year alone, the
city of Jerusalem cut the
water off on four scparate
occasions. The first cutolf
on June 6 lasted for two
days, until rcsidents man-
aged to reconnect waler
pipes, without the municipal-
ily's knowledge.

An  UNRWA official
says in addition to the cutoff
in June, Jerusalem also re-
duced the quantity of water
supplicd fo the camp by re-

placing the four-inch waler
pipes with two-inch pipes.

During the several water
culoffs to the camp, Palestin-
ian children filled pails,
from holes in pipes passing
through the camp on the
way lo ncighboring Isracli
settlements. The water
comes from Ain Fara spring,
west of Jericho in the West
Bank.

From 1969 onward, in
accordance with an
UNRWA agrcement, Jordan
provided the camp's waler,
though Isracl had annexed
East Jerusalem, including
Shu'fat, in 1967, Bul Jordan
stopped paying for Shu'fat’s
water when it officially
broke all its legal and ad-
ministrative ties with the
West Bank on July 31, 1988,

Since then, the Jerusalem
municipality has been  de-
manding that the Palestinian
refugees in the camp pay the
city for their water. But
camp residents have refused
Lo cooperale, saying they on-
ly recognize UNRWA's sole
authority over refugee camps
in occupied Palestine,

Several Israeli [inancing
schemes _have failed. In re-
venl muonths, UNEWA  re.
peled the city's suggestion
that it hire two collection
agents to gather water pay-
ments from camp residents.
Shu'fat residents also refused
the municipality’s suggestion
that an elected commitiee in
the camp collcct moncy for
water scrvices.

“UNRWA is now at-
tempting to find a solution
to the problem,” UNRWA
spokesman  Mahcr  Nasscr
said. He added that the or-
ganization will continuc Lo
mediate  between  Shu'fat
refugee camp residents and
the Jerusalem municipality .

Cannda's Foreign Minister Joe Clurk .with Faisal Husseini,

Palestinians to Canadian minister:
Double standard encourages abuses

by Khaled Abu Aker

Aller meeting six leading
Paleslinians Nov. 25, visiling
Canadian Exlernal Affairs
Minister Joe Clark said he
understood Palestinians' view
that a double standard was
being applied to the Gulf
crisis and the Palestinian-ls-
rasli ecoanflict, bul refused 10
make any link between the
issues.

“There can't be a linkage
between the two issucs, 1 do
nol think thal imporling onc
very difficult  problem  will
help us solve a sceond one,”
Clark told Al-Fajr. “But
there is no doubt that the
question of the rights of the
Palestinians has 1w be deall
wilh in the region il we arc
10 have peace,” he added.

The Canadian minister
paid a onc-day visit (o Isracl
and occupicd East Jcrusa-
lem. In a meeting with the
Canadian official, six Pales-

tinian figures described Is-
racl's  violations of human
rights in the oceupicd terri-
lorics: and the deteriorating
local  cconomic  situation
caused by the Gull crisis
They also presented the Pal-
estinign  position on curreni
intcrnztional developments.,

The  Pulestinian  ligures
tokl Clurk the double stan
dard applicd by the interna-
tional community in the
Gull and the Middle East
erisis offcred support to ls-
racli violations in the occu-
picd territorics. “We  con-
sider the use of double stun-
dards 10 be an cncourage-
ment Lo Isrucl 1o continue its
crimes against us"” said Dr,
Sa'ch  Erckat, professor of
political scicnce at an-Najih
Universily,

Riyad al-Malki, professor
of cngincering ot Bir Zeit
University, said the partici-
pants pressed Clark 1o “play
a fair role in the region, and

Villagers say state expropriated their land

When a village landown-
er in Aroura saw lsraeli
government surveyor's mark-
ers scattered across his farm-
land, he sent his lawyer to
court to find out why. He,
and landowners in adjacent
Abwin village, discovered
that 6,000 dunums (approxi-
mately 1,500 acres) of their
land had been confiscated by
the lIsracli Custodian of Ab-
sentee Property as of Sept.
16, 1990.

The Isragli official in
charge of so-called absentee
property, attorney  Daniel
Cramelor, claims the owners
of the confiscated land were
informed by military order
of the action. But the af-
fected families in the Ramal-
lat-an:a villages of Aroura

Ly S

and Abwin say they were
never notified at all.

The lands, in areas called
Jabal al-Ros and Ain
al-Sofla, arc planted with
olive (rees and provide the
primary income [or the vil-
lagers. The landowners have
hired several lawyers to ar-
gue their case. They say
they have all the requircd
documents, identifying their
unquestionable ownership of
the arca.

The lands are estimated
by the villagers to include
about half the village. The
Israeli  government claims
only 681 dunums (about 170
acres) have been confiscated,
but they refuse to provide
the families with maps for
clarification.

T T LT T T T T TPy

The villagers point 1o a
similar attcmpted confisca-
lion six years ago. But al
that time, their land was re-
turned in full after owners
went o court and proved
the illegitimacy of the mili-
tary order.

Thirty-threc residents of
Beit  Fajjar  village, ncar
Bethlechem, are also baitling
Isracli lands officials. Law-
yer Abed Assali is fighting
on the villagers' behall in
Ramallah Military Court,
against a confiscation order
of an estimated 2,000 du-
nums (about 500 acres) of
village land

The seizure of the lands,
under military order no. 59,
occurred in early 1985, Beit
Fajjar's agricultural lands

v

were declared the property
of the government of Isracl.

Two-thirds of the threat-
ened land is planted with
olives, grapes, almonds and
grains. The remaining third
i5 a slonc quarry, Marble
lactorics ncarby provide vil-
lage familics with the main
source of their living. The
residents say the only cmpty
land they have is necessary
for future expansion of vil-
lage housing and develop-
ment.

Like their fellow Pales-
tinians in Aroura and Ab-
win, landowners in Beit Faj
jar insist they have all the
documents, and Turkish pe-
riod tax papers, neccssary Lo
prove the lands have be-
longed to them for centuries.

dazla
MieE

reconsider the double stan-
dard being applied.”

The  Palestinians  also
called for the implementa-
tion of U.N. Sccunity Coun-
cil resolution 672, and for
the provision ol inlernational
protection lor the Palestinian
people in the occupied terri-
orics,

They [further urged the
Canadian governmenl o al-
locale economic assistance (o
the Palestinians. Clark said
Canada will give US. 875
million w0 the countrics af-
fected by the Gull erisis.
Jordan  will reccive  one-
third, and an  unspecilicd
part of that is slotted Tor the
occupicd terrilorics,

The  Palestinian  figures
also pressed Canada 10 play
a greater role in pushing the
repional  peace  process for
ward, They said a peaceful
solulion was necessary in Lhe
Arabian Gull, and rejecled
the military option,

They also asked Canada
to develop its talks with the
PLO.

The Canadian
described  the  mccling as
“very  helpful,  constructive
and very valuable.” Faisal
Husscini  deseribed it as
“very important,”

Following the mecting,
Clark spoke on the need to
uchicye peace in a region he
said was suffering from ex-
tremism on both sides. “1
am aware thal there is a
danger of extremism, and 1
think that recoppizing  the
legitimate rights of the Pal
cstinians would not cxacer-
bate that problem,” he said.

During his stop-over vis-
it, Clark met both Israch
Primg  Ministcr  Yilzhak
Shamir and Foreign Minisier
David Levy. lsracl was the
last stop on Clark's Irip
through the Middle East,
which also included visits to
Jordan and Egypt.

minisicr
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Is it U.N. or U.N.A.?

The United Nations ought to change its name (o the
“United Nations of America” and the Security Council
vught tv be pamed the “Nationdl Security Council.”
Everything the United States wants from this so-called
international body is being done, whelber right or
Wrong.

There is no question that the United States has total
control aver the U.N. apparatus snd all of its agencies,
Alter all, iso’t the United States the major contributor
to the United Nations?

The United States chaired the Security Council for
the month of November. For this entire 30-day period,
the Security Council failed to act on resolutions 672 and
673 and on a report and recommendations by Secretary-
General Javier Perez de Cuellar regarding protection of
the Pulestinlan people under Israeli occupation. The con-
scious neglect was engineered because uny act on the Pal-
estinian question would have embarrassed the United
States” ally, Israel, thus cmbarrassing America, particu-
Iarly now when it is using the United Nations to conlain
Iray, while simultaneously allowing Israeli power to grow
without restraint.

U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations Thomas
Pickering used -- or, more nccurately, abused — his post
as chairman Lo delay any sction on the Palestiniun issue,
hoping the pro-Palestinian resolutions, and de Cuellar's
report, would eventually be forgoiten.

And i thix wus not enough, the United States is also
helping Isruel to evade resolution 672, which calls for a
U.N -sponsored delegation to investipate the Oct. § mus-
sacre ot AlAgsa Mosque in Jerusulem und to recom-
mend ways of protecting Palestinian civilians living un-
der Israeli occupation, After clearly rejecting this resolus
tion sod the one which followed It, Israel proposed in-
stend to receive one delegute, dispatched by the secre-
tary-general, on the condition that his trip would not in-
clude uny investigation info the al-Agsa evenls. Even
though the secretary-general has not yet given his opin-
ion on this Israeli proposal, the United States is clearly
pushing it as an alternative to the Secarity Council reso-
lutions, to save Israel - and itselfl — the embarrassment.

Meanwhile, the Security Council went right along
with U.S. wishes to lay the groundwork for the use of
furce against Irag, under the pretext that the latter vio-
lated international laws by invading Kuwait. Members
of the Security Council, particularly the four powerful
ones (other than the United States), seemed far [rom
thrilled by U.S. plans in the Guilf, otherwise the United
States would not have had to lobby so hard to get their
support. After all this lobbying, arm-twisting and brib-
ing, the United States, unsurprisingly, was able to get its
way.

As we mark the 43rd anniversary of the UN. deci-
sion to partition Palestine, we are reminded of the Unit-
ed States’ intense lobbying efforts with U.N. member-
states in the days preceding Nov. 29, 1947, to convince
them to vote for partition and thus the creation of a
Jewish state in Palestine. The United States has obvious-
Iy mot changed its habits and neither has the United Na-
tions.

The Palestinian people, however, have not lost faith
in this international body. They strongly believe that the
Justice of their cause will eventually make an impression
upon the U.N. member-states and cause them to take
action on the Palestinian plight which the United Na-
tions, among others, ereated in the First place.

Jordan: Damned with democracy,
damned without democracy

by Khalil Touma

The menacing Jooks and hostile expres-
sions Israel and the United States have been
directing at Jordan ever since democracy be-
gan Lo find its way into Jordan's political life
last year are sulficient grounds for worry
that the small country may soon become a
targel for attack

Recently, lsraeli political and military
olflicials have been trying lo exploit the infil-
trations from Jordan into the West Bank,
An undeclared media campaign has been
waged, pointing 1o King Hussein's “weak-
ness” and spreading doubts that his regime
can remain in control of the country in the
face of what is called a “rising tide of fun-
damentalism."

For those intent on manipulating public
opinion, even the election of Muslim Brath-
erhood candidate Dr, Abdel Latil Arabiat as
speaker of the Jordanian Parliament last
week became an opportunity to underling
the alleged danger Jordan poses to peace in
the region, and the instability of Jordan it-
self,

The peoples of the repion, accustomed to
Israch ploys, can casily understand the rcal
meaning of these allegations, Such rumors
have always been circulated prior 1o Israeli
attacks on neighboring Arab countries.

It is (rue that the nember of infiltrations
across the Jordan River into the West Bank
has ncreased in the last year, though the
number of people involved has been propor-
lionally small. The infiltrators were Jordanis
an and Palestinian policemen, soldiers, teach.
ers and civilians, both old and young. In the
majority of cases, [rom. he dimicd inlocma-
tion availablé, it scems clear they were in-
dulging in suicide operations, One may ar-
gue quite strongly that the majority of the
attacks were initiated as a result of continued
frustration with the lack of any political so-
lution and the lotal absence of any prospects
for peace.

Those who tried to cross the border and
clashed with the Isracli military were certain.
ly people affecied by the conlinued occupa-
tion ol Arab lands people who lost their
home country, who have relatives in the oce
cupied territories, or who are motivated by
the daily killing of Palestinians during the
last three years of the uprising. This was
clearest with the group of five who crossed
the border hoping to reach Jerusalem, to
avenge the killing of 17 Palestinians. by Is-
racli soldiers in the vicinity of al-Agsa
Maosque last month,

The linkage that Isracli, and to some ex-
tent Amecrican, officials try 1o establish be-
tween infiltration atiempts and nascent dem-
veratic development in Jordan is ridiculous.
It aims only at paving the way for a future
strike against Jordan. The linkage totally ig-
nores the blood and national ties between
Palestinians on both sides of the River Jor-
dan. It ignores the unquestionable effects of
Isracl's suppression of Palestinians and con-
linucd occupation. It ignores, [urthermore,
Israel’s negalive impact on Arab people, and
especially Palestinians on the East Bank of
the Jordan River.

But it is casy for Isracl to make such an
imaginary linkage, for it coffverges with their
blind policy of refusing to recognize that
peace cannot be reached with Palestinians in
the territories alone, but must be worked out
with the leadership of all Palestinian people,
namely the PLO.

What democracy has really done in Jor-
dan is allowed people ta practice the right of
freedom of expression and freedom of orga-

Khatil Touma is o staff member of
Al-Fajyr English.

nization. And that should please those re-
gimes which have been loudly deploring the
absence of democracy in the Middle East.
But, contrary to such a reasonable expecta-
tion, democracy in Jordan has become in-
stead a source of evil, and a threat in the
eyes of Jordan's encmics.

Isracl has bragged for decades that it s
the only demoeratic regime in the region
And il has alleged repcatedly that peace can
never be guarantced with so many dictator-
ships ruling the Middle East, and has used
this as a preiext for not coming o peace
with them. Now that Jordan is implementing
democracy, Israel has made it the target for
attack.

The point here is clear. Democracy is not
really desirable for everyonc in the Arab
world; it is only acceptable for countries
ready to scrve as local proxies for lorcign
interests.

The position Jordan has taken in the
Kuwaiti crisis has also been a soarce of an-
nayance lo the United States, and has pro-
vided another reason for Isracl 1o escalate its
anti-lordanian criticism. The United Statcs
believes that those wha do not openly sup-
port its policy are against it. 1t sees only in
black and white: Either you support U.S.
military intervention, or you are a supporter
of Irag’s invasion of Kuwait.

Jordan, the Palestinians and some other
Arab countrics have rejected the Tragi inva-
sion of Kuwail, but have declared that the
problem is best sulved within an Arab con-
lext, and so have refused to add their troops
to the American orchestra in Savdi Arabia.
Byi e counlrics’ o construciive ap-
proach has been derailed ax US. interven-
tion and pressure has vastly. complicated the
original problem.

How can the Jordamian regime be
blamed for its political position toward the
Kuwaili crisis? This position was adopted by
the great majority of the people of Jordan,
and was endorsed overwhelmingly by a free-
Iy-clected Jonlanian Parliament. It is the
expression of the Iree will of the people,
Hostility to Jordan's policy is thus hostility
toward the people of Jordan.

And that hostility has in fact been re.
peatedly manifested, from Bush's cancellation
of a Pariy meeting with King Hussein to the
U.S. Navy's undeclared sicge on the port of
Agaba to the United States’ immoral pro-
crastination in compensating Jordan for its
great losses as a result of the embargo on
Irag.

Whather or not one agrees with Jordan's
position on the Kuwaiti ciris, one cannot but
respect the people for their honesty and their
readiness to defend their belicls, regardless
of the obstacles. Jordan's great suffering un-
der conditions of acute economic deteriora-
tion makes ils determination even more im-
pressive. Others faced with such grave ob-
stacles might have thought twice before tak-
ing such a position. But the people there did
not hesitate to stand firm in their belicfs.

A carclul reading of official Israeli
statements shows that Isracl is trying (o
gather as many clouds as possible to serve as
a cover for & possible future move against
Jordan, despite statements to the contrary
that there will be no change in policy to-
ward Jordan.

Today it is suggested that the king is be-
coming weaker, Perhaps next Israel will al
lege that it must enter Jurdan to liberate it
from fundamentalism. Probably the notion
that they wanted to ensure the survival of
democracy will be added. Why not? What
we have witnessed in this region since Lhe
unforgettable year 1967 has been a series of
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OPINION

Kahane is dead, but Kahanism is still very much alive

by Tamar Godensky

Ostensibly, everyone condemns
the assassination of Kach movement
leader Meir Kahane, but there are
people who want to deem him “sa-
cred,” who “fell down in loyalty to
his principles,” as National Religious
Party MK Hanan Poral stated.
There are people who expressed their
gorrow for the death of Kahane be-
cause he is a Jew and aboveethat a
rabbi in Isracl, as Agudal Yisracl
MK Menachem Porosh stated. It is
the kind of sorrow of those who pre-
tend to be nationalistic, on the death
of one whose path they shared
though perhaps Kahane went a bit
too far.

Oslensibly, everyone condemns
the killing, but for somc rcasonm,
represcofatives  of  Ratz  (Citizens
Rights Movement), namely MK
Yossi Sarid, and Mapam, namely
MK Ya'ir Tsahan, opted to minimize
their talk of the danger of Kahane's
ideas, and did not link Kahanism
with the sociopolitical background in
the shadow of which he and his par-
tisans worked.

Kahane started his fascist gang-
ster organization while still in the
United States. His targets there were
blacks and Soviets. Then he moved
to Israel in the early 1970s, after cor-

to face uncovering Sicarii is incom-
prehensible. The increasing incidents
of revenge against Paleslinians com-
mitted in the presence of the police
only strengthens the suspicion that
the police themselves are inclined to
wink at Kahane's group, as long as
they stick to atlacking Arabs, We
should not ignore the fact that the
leaders of Kach brag openly that
they have a number of supporicrs in
the ranks of the police who condone
their activities.

The fact that the al-Agsa massa.
cre was perpiirated by policemen
and border police and not by
Kahanc's terror gangs only bolsters
the argument thal cxtremist ideas
and a readiness to shoot Palestinians
have become deeply rooted in the po-
lice forces.

Experience has shown, in this
country and the weorld over, that as
the social crisis escalates, the number
of the oppressed who resort o fascist
ideas increases,

The phenomena of chronic un-
employment, the increasing social
conflict with the arrival of the [Sovi-
et Jewish] immigrants, and growing
economic polarization -- all this is
being exploited by the Kahanists
sccking unbridled incitcment  with
their slogan, “Death to the Arabs,”

New research has shown that the

rectly caleulating that the pation
of the West Bank and Gaza Strip
had preparcd the grounds for plant-
ing the sceds of racism. During the
20 years that Kahanc led his racist
gang called Kach, he proved that
there is something like Israeli or
Jewish [ascism latent in the poisoned
atmosphere of Israeli society as a re-
sult of the occupation.

Since there is no  occupation
without suppression, and no suppres-
sion without hatred, the occupation
has created a fertile atmosphere for
popular conversion to Kahanist
thought.

It is not a mere coincidence that
Kahanism has taken root precisely
among the ideologically motivated
settlers.” The distance between Rab-
bi Moshe Levinger and Rabbi
Kahane, if any, can casily he
bridged. And in the occupied terri-
tories, the Kahanist can practice ter-
ror against the Palestinians quite cas-
ily. Giving the settlers a free hand in
the occupied territories, the fact that
they are armed and the tolerance ex-
tended to criminal settlers’ have all
helped the Kahanists,

Kahane and his men openly ad-
mitted their relations with other ter-
rorist organizations like the League
for the Defense of the Roads and the
State of Judea. They also trained in
the usc of arms with the full knowl-
edge of the authorities, and under
the authoritics’ noses, perpetrated
several clandestine getions of a mili-
tary mature. Those who call them-
selves “Sicarii” also have ties with
the Kahane supporters.

The difficulty the police pretend

Tamar Godensky is a member of
the Knesset from the Democratic
Fi ront for Peace and Equality. This
article appeared in Arabic in the
Haifa daily al-ttihad.

ployed who feel frustrated pre-
fer to turn their anger against the
Palestiniane, fnstead of ‘apainst tha
present regime and the government's
policy. Thus, practically, they con-
tinue (o feel they belong 1o socicty,
although socicty has rejcted them.
We should expect that rising
unemployment, particularly in the
north and south of the country; bud-
get culs for social programs; the ero-
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sion of the purchasing power of the

minimum wage; the government's
plan to reduce minimum wages and
dip into workers' pension funds and
otherwise encroach upon laborers’
rights will all be exploited by
Kahanists in the future. The educa-

tion given in the schools, failing
completely to focus on democracy
and Jewish-Arab cocxisience, pro-
vides no check on the spread of
Kahanc's idcas and transfer the

sec Kabanism, puge 15

Article on Iraqi human rights misleading

To the Editor:

I was displeased with your article
of Oct. 8, 19%0 written by Basem
Tawfeeq cntitled “Lawyer finds good
treatment of civilians in Kuowait”
which was based on an interview
with me. I find this piece to be mis-
leading as it creates an inaccurate
image of the conduet of the Iragi
troops in Kuwait,

I agreed (o be interviewed to
clarily a particular aspect of the Gulf
crisis, which is (he Iraqi treatment of
Palestinians in Kuwail. My findings
were 10 be taken in the context of
the overall human rights situation in
Kuwait as reported by  the
U.S..based Middle East Walch
(MEW) in its Scpt. 1, 1990 report.
Unfortunately, what happened was
that your article ignored the MEW
report, focusing on  the interview
alone concluding that a “Palestinian

lawyer...reports that Iragi soldiers
[are] treating  civilians  extremely
well.”

In the above-mentioned report,
Middle East Watch expressed its
concern over a number of fundamen-
tal human rights questions. These
include killings, summary executions
arbitrary arrests, torture and collee
tive punishment including curfews

Such violations of human rights are
gross and problematic.  MEW [lind-
ings are also confirmed by other
human rights groups including Am-
nesty International.

Ignoring essential matters in a
country’s record of human rights can
only serve to obscure rather than
throw light upon the human righis
siluation in Lhat country. Needlcss
o say, as Palestinians living in the
occupicd territories, we have a vested
interest in accurale human rights
reporting.  Telling partial and in
complete stories on human rights is-
sues will eventually impair our own
cause.

Mona Rishmowi
Ramallah

Basem Tawfeeg responds:

I thank Mona Rishmawi [or her
eriticism. I agree that human rights
violations are nol to be ignored and
ought 10 be condemned, and the rul-
ing Iragi regime is certainly one of
the most brutal and oppressive Te-
gimes in the world.

The article in question, however,
establishes at the outset that it covers
the research of one person

(Rishinawi) with a numlbxr of people
(more than 30) [rom four countries
(Jordan, Pakistan, Palestine and
Yemen) who arrived in Jordan from
Kuwait in the three weecks after the
invasion, The article notes also that
Rishmawi's rescarch was part of
Middle East Watch's report about
treatment of civilians in Kuwail.

True, the article shows a partial
picture of the situation in Kuwait;
the article states ils parameters clear-
ly and explicitly, Furthermore, that
is the nature of journalism; it can
never show Lhe entire picture. More-
reporting for a  Palestinian
ncwspaper,  Al-Fajr, 1 was  con-
cerned mainly with Palestinian af-
fairs. As such, a Palestinian's in-
volvement in Middle East Walch's
research merits our attention, particu-
larly as much of Rishmawi’s findings
dealt with Palestinians.

In response to Rishmawi's specific
criticisms, the interview was meant (0
be -- and was
Rishmawi's findings in Amman, nol
with the Middle East Watch's report,
which dealt with the issue from a
broader perspective. Nevertheless, 1
thank Mona Rishmawi for adding to
the picture with some of the con-
cerns expressed in the report in ques-
non.
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Two border
clashes
leave 9
Israelis

dead

An Egyptian border po-
lice officer who crossed Is-
racl’s southern borders, shot
and killed four Israclis and
injured 26 others on Nov.
25, reportedly carried out the
act in retaliation for Isracl's
carnage at al-Agsa Mosque
in Jerusalem on QOct. 8
which left 17 Palestinians
dead and hundreds wound-
ed

‘If true, the number of

Israclis shot and killed in
retaliation for the al-Agsa
carnage has reached 10, A
Palestinian stabbed 1o death
three Israclis in Baga'a,
West Jerusalem, Oct, 21
infiltrators from Jordan shot
and killed two Israelis on
the borders over the past
three weeks; and an Egyp-
tian shot and killed the lead-
er of the (fascist Kach
movement, Rabbi  Meir
Kahane, in New York on
Nov. 5.

The Egyptian border po-
liceman, identificd as 22-
year-old Ayman Muhammad
Hassan, crossed the Egyp-
tian-leraeli border ‘near Ei-
lat, the southernmost tip of
Israel, and opened fire with
his AK-47 submachine gun
on & convoy of military ve-
hicles and a civilian bus,
The result was the killing of
three soldices in three scpa-
rate vehicles and the driver
of the civilian hus. Twenty-
six other Israclis were in-
jured, six apparently serious-

The Isracli bus with bullet holes in its windshield after the attack near Eilat. The bus driver was Killed.

e

The assailant was injured
when an Israeli in the civil-
ian bus shot at him. He
then retreated into Egyptian
territory  before the Israeli
army was able to catch up
with him, and was picked up
there by Egyptian sccurity
forces on a tip from the Is-
racli military. The Egyptian
police are holding Hassan
for questioning.

The incident provoked
angry reactions from lIsracli
officials who  demanded
tighter_sccurity arrangements
on the Egyptian border. IS5
racl and Egypt signed a
peace agreement in 1979 and
have enjoyed good relations
since then, in spite of a
number of incidents similar
to this one. In February,
assailants opened fire on a
tour bus near Ismaliyeh, kill-
ing nine Israelis. The identi-
ty of those assailants is not
yet known, though Egypt re-

cently said that it had ar-
rested a number of people in
connection with the bus at-
tack, identified with militant
Islamic groups.

Egypt also strongly con-
demned the attack by one of
its security men and prom-
ised Isracl a full investiga-
tion into the incident.
Meanwhile, a team of Egyp-
tian officers crossed into ls-
racl Nov. 27 to study the
site  and question Israeli
eyewitnesses. Israel gave the
Egyptian team permission 1o
carry_out_this mission,

Epypt’s Ambassador (o
Isruel Muhammad Bassyouri
was summoned (o the For-
cign Minmistry after the ar-
tack and informed of the Is-
racli  government  profest,
Bassyouni said later thal
Egypt would hand over to
Isracl everything it {inds oul
aboul tbe incident.

In a similar border al-
tack, Palestinian guerrillas

ambushed an Israeli army
palrol  in  the Isracli-con-
trolled “security zone” fin
southern Lebanon on Nov.
27, opened fire and killed
five soldiers and injured a
sixth, according 1o an Tsracli
army spokesman. Two fight-
ers, said to be members of
the Popular Front for the
Liberation of Palestine, were
also killed in the confronta-
tions that followed. Two
others were able to return to
their bases.

The Isracli  air force
immcdiaicly. carricd © oul a
retaliatory attack on Pales-
timian bascs in the Sidon
arca in southern Lebanon,
A number of people were
killed and injured,

Also in southern Leba-
non, a woman strapped with
cxplosives set  herself off
near an Isracli army patrol
inside the “seeurity  rone”
Nov. 25, The woman, 19-
year-old Fadwa Hassan

Gha ., Wwas diately
killed. Only wo Isracli sol-
diers from a foot patrol were
injured, according 10 an Is-
raeli army spokesman,

The Syrian Socilist Na-
tionalist Party of Lebanon
took responsibility for the
suicide attack.

An Isracli pavy patrol
boat opened fire on a dinghy
about three kilometers off
the Sidon coast Nov. 24,
sinking the dinghy and kill-
ing five people on it, a navy

The

spokesman alleged the five
were on their way to carry
out a military mission in Is-
racl when they were spotted.

Reports  from  Beirul,
however, said the live on the
dinghy, believed 1o be mem-
bers of Ahmad Jlibril's Gen.
eral Command, were travel-
ing from Beirut to Sidon
and were not intending 1o
reach Tsracli shores.

A play about the eternal struggle between life and death

Theater Review
by Faida Totah

The eternal struggle between life
and death is brought into focus by
the play, The Problem of *“ X,"" per-
formed by the Palestinian theater
troupe al-Rahalleh, at al Masrah for
Palestinian Culture and Arts  this
past weekend.

“X” is trapped not only by his
monotonous  life, but also by his
morbid thoughts. He docs not con-
sider daily existence, with its trite
rituals of sleeping, waking, washing,
eating, etc., enough of a rcason to
endure. Bul answering the higher
calling of the revolution has left him
unsatisfied as well. It is this rest-
lessness that leads him to contem-
plate the easy way out death.

Kamal Basha gives an accurate
portrayal of a pessimistic human be-
ing. He appears wretched and sul-
len, a trapped individual who wanis
to end his life. But once he.is ap
proached by death, he tries 1o stall
dying. Basha gives a plausible per-
formance of a person who, about 10
huw:lhis wish granted, hesitates.

Tt WY AT

Siham Ghazaleh has the difficult
role of performing two contradictory
parts. She gives a ghastly perform-
ance as the Specter of Death, taking
the role too seriously, almost mock-
ing death. (In her white costume,
whitened face, orange hair and shoes
she reminds me of Michael Keaton
in Beetlejuice.) She turns 180 de-
grees 1o the ever-cheerful, life-loving
girlfricnd who tries to convince “X”
that life is beautiful, and that even
the mundanc cveryday rituals have
their beauty

Central to this play is the set, the
staging and the scenery. The audi-
ence is seated around a circle of no
more than two meters in circumfer-
ence inside of which all the action
lakes place, The audience can al-
most reach out and twuch “X's”
agony, In this case the audicnee is
not eavesdropping through the invis-
ible “fourth wall” between play and
spectators, but forms themselves the
walls of “X's" suffering.

The play is a very ambitious
undertaking. And it succeeds in cre-
ating the somber mood in which the

drama of life and death take place.

A T T I AT LR R R R RN

Kamal Basha and Siham Ghazaleh in a scene from the play “The Problem of “X,™
performed at al-Masrah theater in East Jerusalem Nov. 30 and Oct, 1.
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ARAB AND DIASPORA NEWS

French and American

NGOs say international

conference

French and American
non-governmental organiza-
tions (NGOs) arc leading a
campaign  pushing for  a
United Nations-sponsored
international peace confer-
ence on the Middle East.

The campaign will in-
clude an appeal and letter-
writing to the heads of stalc
and ambassadors of the five

t members of the
United MNations Security
Council and UI.N. Secrctary-

General  Javier Perez  de
Cuellar,
The appeal by the

French NGOs, such as Agir
Ici, Association Medicale
Franco-Palestinienne,

CEDETIM, CIDES,
CIMADE and others, says
“To assurc peace secur-
ity in the Middle East, we
call upon the Sccurily Couns
cil of the United Nations to
adopt a resolution requesti

a necessity

zalions on the Question of
Palcstine (NACC) is  also
circulating a petition lo be

sent o U.S.,  President
George Bush and U.N
Ambassador Thomas

Pickering on the same sub-

The petition  says  that
“As the United Nations acts
to resolve the Persian Gull
crisis, we urge the United
States to revive ils clforis 1o
ensure the peaceful resolu-
tion of the Isracli-Palestinian
conflict, a solution which is
nccessary for peace and sta-
bility in the entirc Middic
East region.

“We call on you to take
immediate steps 1o ensure
the immediatc convening of
an inlcrnational peace con-
ference on the Middle East,
mandated by the United Na-
tions G 1 A bly re-

the organization of an inter-
national peace conference
involving all conccrned par-
ties. This meeting is neces-
sary (0 maintain the credibil-
ity of the United NMations
and international law in the
eves of the world and in
particular the Arab world.”

The appeal goes on to
say: “This meeting should be
able to assure the application
of the ineffective United Na-
tions resolutions concerning
the Isracli occupation of the
West Bank, Gaza Strip, Go-
lan [Heights] and South
Lebanon. The conference
should also decide on the
withdrawal of Syrian (roops
from Lebanon.

“We call for the imple-
mentation of United Nations
resolutions, but we are con-
scious that a lasting peace
also depends upon the right
of the Palestinian people 1o
\ stale, and recognition and
security of the state of Is-
racl.”

TI'IC_ appeal will be ac-
companied by a letter which
says. “Being highly con-
cerned by the situation in
the Middle East, I appeal 1o
You that your country sub-
mit to the Sceurity Council a
resolution demanding that a
peace  confercnce be  held
with the aim of ensuring
that the still ineffective reso-
lutions of the United Nau-
tions concerning the Middle
East be applicd with the
same delermination as those
in the Gulf.”

The North American
Coordinating Committes of
Non-Governmental  Organi-

peatedly since its resolution
38/58 C in 1983, It is only
through such a peace con-
ference that occupation can
end, freedom and indepen-
dence  be  achieved, and
peace and sccurily guaran-
leed for all states in the re-
gion.”

The NACCs members
include, among others, the
American  Arab  Anti-Dis-
crimination Committee, the
Canadian Council of
Churches, Najda, thc¢ Na-
tional Lawyers Guild, the
Presbylerian Church
(U.S.A.) and the United
Methodist Church Board of
Global Ministries.

The Geneva-based Inter-
national Coordinating Com-
miltee for NGOs on the
Question of Palestine
(ICCP) urged ils members 1o
refer 1o U.N. General As-
sembly resolution 38/58 C
for 1983, which was rcpeated
again in resolution 43/176
for 1988, in demanding the
convening of an intcrnation-
al peace conference on the
Arab-Istacli conflict. It said
NGOs have been fighting
for years for such a confer-
ence,

In addition to the appeals
and letter campaign, a dele-
gation [rom the various
NGOs will visit U.N. hcad-
quartcrs in  December  1p
meet with Secretary-Gencral
Javicr Perez de Cucllar ‘und
representatives  of the  per-
mancnl’  Security  Council
members. The delegates will
urge the convening of the
propased international peace
conference,

Churches want peace in Mideast

by Ghassan Bishara

Washington -  American
pressure on the Bush admin-
istration, against the use of
force o oust Iragi [orces
from Kuwail is increasing,
this time from the National
Council of Churches.

A slatement issucd by
the National Council of
Churches (NCC) eriticized
the Bush administration's
rush 10 implement U.N,
resolutions on the Gulf,
while for 23 years ignoring
similar U.N. resolutions per-
laining to the Palestine ques-
tion and other resolutions
concerning Cyprus.

The NCC, which repro-
sents up to 45 million Amer-
ican Christians, has long
supporied a fair and just so-
lution to the Arab-Isracli
conflict. It has repeatedly
called on the U.S. govern-
menl o exert the maximum
effort 1o resolve the Middle
East issuc and to support an
end to the conflict, based on
the implementation of reso-
lution 242 and a two-stale
solution.

The MNCC's board mct
Nov. 14 and 15 and unani-
mously passed a set of reso-
lutions tackling the Gulf cri-
sis, American involvement in
the region and the broader
issue of the Middle East. In
a Scpt. 14 message to ils
members, the NCC's Execu-
tive Coordinating Commitlce
said it “condemned Irag’s
invasion and occupation of
Kuwait” and raised “serions
questions about the decision
of the U.§. government to
send troops to the Gull re-
gion and aboul the growing
magnitude of U.S. prescnce”
there.,

The NCC also noted the
failure of the Bush adminis-
tralion to state clearly to the
American public its objee-
tives in the region. The
NCC added that its opposi-
tion to America's open-end-
ed commitment in the Gull
mirrars the feclings of most
Americans, according to var-
ious reports and polls here,

Several polls indicate that
Amecricans  arc  conflused
about their nation’s goal in
the Gulf, Different speakers
and officials have all ex-
plained America's objectives
differently. Explanations.
have varied from the defense
of Saudi Arabia to the re-
mUVHI “f ||‘aqi rﬂr‘:ﬂ.ﬂ rmm
Kuwait through U.N. sanc-
tions, and from the preserva-
tion of the American way of
life and jobs -- as Bush and
Baker put it -- to a military
offensive to destroy altogeth
er Sadd n and his

Subscribe to Al-Fajr

military capabilitics

As the NCC told its
members, President  Bush
and his administration offi-

cials “have domc linde 1w
clarily. . .these  points,”  but
instead “have often  been
mislcading  and  somectimes
even contradictory .

The NCCs  message
pointed out the stark differ-
ences in the way the U.S,
governmenl has handled ihis
conflict and other outstund-
ing issucs in the Middle
East. “The active ULS. of-
fort to implement U.N. Se-
curity Couneil resolutions”
sgainst  Iraq  stands  “in
marked contrast 0 U8,
negligence.  regarding  the
implcmentation of  Sceurity
Council  resolutions 242
[1967] and 338 [1973)" call-
ing on lsracl to withdraw
f[rom the territories it vecu-
picd in the 1967 war,

The NCC also criticizes

American  “ncgligence  re-
garding the implementati
of Security Council resolu-
tions 359, 360 and 361,
which eall for the with-
drawal  without deluy of
Turkish troops from Cy-
prus.”

In a recent report sup-
plementing  its  September
message, the NCC says “lhe
situation in the Isracli-occu-
pied territorics has, in fact,
worsened,” referring o the
Oct. 8 lsracli Killing of 17
Palestinians a1 al-Haram
al-Sharif in Jerusalem, and
the attacks and counter-ul-
lacks which followed. The
report praiscs America'’s will-
ingness  to condemn  the
al-Agsa massacre al  the
United Nations. But, it adds,
“the Yailure of the US
governmenl (o lake any sub-
stanlive measures (o oppose
the Isracli occupation weik-
ens the clfects of ils appro-
prisle outrage over  Iragi
aggression against Kuwair,”
The Middle East as a whale,
the report continues, “eries
oul for a U5, policy that
sccks o redress all cases of
injustice, including those of
Isracl and Palesting, Liba-
non and Cyprus.”

The NCC report  poinis
also to the U.S. $1 billion
per month which the United
States 15 pouring  into the
Gull — which will multiply
in the cvent of war — and
argues it would be beuer
spent al home. Those who
will suffer most Trom  this
diversion of moncy o the
Gull are “the poor, home-
less, sick and elderly .

The NCC cxecutives'
unanimous  resolulions  cx-
press a clear opposition (o
u.s. aggression While
they call on Iraqg to release
all foreign nationals being
held in Irug and Kuwait and
to remove its forces from
Kuwait, and while they sup-
port international sanctions
until Iraq withdraws its

forces, the resolutions oppose

“withholding food and medi-
cinc as a weapon against ci-
vilian populations™ in lrag,

The resolutions call on
the U.N. scerclary-goncral
to use his office 10 conclude
o negotiated  seilement o
the present conflict,  Simi-
larly, the NCC board calls
on the U.S. leadership,
exceutive and legislative, 10
search for o peaceful solu-
tion in the Gull, “including
dircet  negotiations  with
Irag.”  The NCC says all
U.5. Torces should be wilh-
drawn from the Gulf, except
for thosc necossary “in ue-
eordance with relevant pro-
visions” of the U.N. Char-
ter.

Universities

continuted from front page

press  conference  at  Easi
Jerusalem’s National Palacc
Hotel, the CHE delivered a
slatement  demanding  “the
international communily in-
tervene immediately 1o re-
open the four Palestinion
universities, and stop the [s-
racli military policics prohib-
iting cducation.”

Dr. Sa'ch Erekat, proles-
sor of politieal seicnce at
an-Najh University, ssid he
was [rustrated by the intcr-
nationsl communily’s silence
on the universily closures.
“This posilion cocournges 1s-
racl lo continue its policy,”
he said.

He demanded that  the
supervision of Palesiinian
universities be turned over
o the United Nations and
UNESCO,

Erekat praiscd the Euro-
pean Community’s condem-
nation of the closures 1wo
years ago, and the EC's sus-
pension of  all  scientific
L'w:;x:rJIl'nn with Isracl until
the  universilics are  re-
opened. “This is the only
language the Isracli political
leadership understands”  he
said.

CHE forcefully rejected
Isracl's claim that the uni
versities threaten Isracli see
eurily. Leading Palestinian
activist Faisal Husseini, the
head of the Arab Studics
Socicty, said the dedication
of Bethichem  Universily
students and administrators
to the task of education, de-
spite the difficult conditions
in the terrilorics, proved the
closure of the other universi-
tics is unjustified, and whol-
ly unrclated 1o Isracli sceuri-
Ly concerns.

“The Palestinian people
hold the international and
Isracli communities respon-
sible for protecting the right
of Palcstinians in education,
as dictated by the principles
of humanity and interna-
tional law," Husseini said.




