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| lefe, Maxongo, S
| fighters who mutineed during the

| five ex-prisoners interviewed by

had t:!k’.’h "immediate steps”

those guilty of_abuse, In 1985 the ANC

adopted a Code of Conduct stating that

"any form of cruel, inhuman or degrading

treatment of adetainee. . . is forbidden.” It

was a code many ANC field commanders
torture victims claim.

In any case, it came too late to help Mo-
sibongele and other ANC
A
war against South Afri
backed UNITA rebels in Angola. It was
time of llusionment for the ANC.
forces were making no headway, Supplies
of food and weapons were chr all
short. Eventually more and more ANC
guerri refused to fight. Molofe, one of
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last week, said that "horrific ste-
were circulating about summary de-
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‘No angels’: Ex-prisoner Sibongele

‘Tales of Pain

and Torture

The ANC admits'abuses’|
! 7

he camp's name was "Quatro™; its lo-
Tmlin:l somewhere in Angola is a se-

cret. [ts inmates were routinely beat-
en "like cattle,” with fistsand the branches
of coffee shrubs. Warders commonly tram-
pled on prisoners as they lay on the bare
concrete floors. Failure to fulfill the day's
work quota led to more beatings. Prisoners
Jackie Molefe and Amos Maxongo saw two
cellmates taken away for such punish-
ment. One never returned. The other died
on the cell floor the next morning. Warders

nother camp dn'wpar* ‘mt 'l|'!“ti{. on at

b |r|||\=|l.'e”- 11

ieved about 60 pr‘n_nle died after

ngs and torture. The erir isloyalty

the leaders of a political group. The tor-
ers: the African \ I Congress.
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who opposed the ANC leadership. In 1984
a mutiny occurred at Viana camp outside
the Angolan capital of Luanda. The Ango-
lan Army helped put down the rebellion,
and the mutineers dizappeared into vari-
ous bush camps, including the secret labor
camp Quatro, where they were held for
years without trial. Says one prisoner,
who later fled to Kenya from an ANC
‘Whoever is support-
ing the ANC should know they are not
supporting angels."

Extreme conditions: The Quatro detainees
are not alone in their allegations. In Sw
den, at least 10 ANC dissidents with simi-
lar complaints were granted asylum last
year. But ANC supporters, while not con-
doning torture, believe the organization
needed to use extreme measures to deal
with extreme conditions. Scores of ANC
members are said to have been imprisoned
or assassinated by South African govern-
ment agents who infiltrated the system
and worked alongside ANC turncoats. In
19881 ht-;,ro.mmmedmondt]‘eahur-asand
:eiea*od most of the detainees it was hold

eve Tshwete, a member of the AN

al Executive Committee, says
organization is now preparing a dossier in
response to the charges.

Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu,
who met with the ex-prisoners in Nairobi,
last week urged the ANC to allow an inde-
pendent inquiry. The ex-prisoners them
selves hope that Tutu can help rep: te
them to South Africa. "We feel the people
the whole world over and at home sh
know that when the ANC
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